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Client List 

 
Austria 
Tyrolia Verlag https://www.tyrolia.at (French) 
 
Canada 
Acacia House (French) 
Agence Claude Durocher (World) 
Arsenal Pulp Press https://arsenalpulp.com (French, German, Dutch) 
Editions de l’Isatis https://editionsdelisatis.com/la-maison-dedition/ (German) 
Editions Mortagne (selected titles) https://editionsdemortagne.com/categorie-produit/guides-
pratiques/boites-a-outils/ (German) 
 
France 
Better Call Julia http://bettercalljulia.com (World) 
Editions du Faubourg https://editionsdufaubourg.fr/ (World) 
Editions Le Passeur https://www.le-passeur-editeur.com (World) 
Editions LiberFaber http://liberfaber.com/fr/accueil.html (World) 
Editions Terre Urbaine https://terreurbaine.com/ (World) 
NEZ Éditions https://www.nez-editions.us/ (World) 
 
French authors  
Astrid Belvezet (author/illustrator) (World) 
Andrée Blouin (author – estate) https://www.andréeblouin.com (World) 
 
Germany 
Acabus Verlag https://www.acabus-verlag.de (French)  
Beltz Verlag (catalogue non-fiction) https://www.beltz.de/sachbuch_ratgeber.html (French) 
Bohem Verlag https://www.bohem.ch (French) 
Campus Verlag https://www.campus.de (French) 
Charles Verlag https://www.charlesverlag.de (French) 
Dryas Verlag http://dryas.de (French) 
EdelKids Books (selected titles) https://www.edelkidsbooks.de (French) 
Emons Verlag https://www.emons-verlag.com (French) 
Erzähl:Perspektive (selected titles) http://www.erzaehlperspektive.de (French) 
Grafit Verlag http://www.grafit.de (French) 
Grössenwahn http://groessenwahn-verlag.de (French) 
Keil & Keil Literatur-Agentur  https://keil-keil.com/de/start/ (French) 
Krimi-Edition https://edition-krimi.de (French) 
Münchner Verlagsgruppe https://www.m-vg.de (French) 
Plan9 Verlag https://plan9-verlag.de (French) 
Studienscheiss https://www.studienscheiss.de (French) 
Vier-Türme-Verlag https://www.vier-tuerme-verlag.de (French, Dutch) 
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Lisa Frühbeis (author) http://xn--lisafrhbeis-yhb.de/ (World) 
Torsten Weitze (author) https://tweitze.de/en/home-2/ (French) 
 
Italy 
Giulia Pietrosanti (selected titles) https://www.pietrosantiagenzia.com/contatti (German, Dutch) 
Juliane Roderer (French) 
Otago Agenzia Letteraria https://www.otago.it/ (French) 
 
Netherlands 
Uitgeverij Lias (selected titles)  https://uitgeverijlias.nl/contact/ (French) 
Fontaine Uitgevers (selected titles) https://fontaineuitgevers.nl (French) 
 
UK 
Bluemoose Books http://www.bluemoosebooks.com (World excl. English language) 
Dodo Ink http://www.dodoink.com (World) 
Holland House Books https://www.hhousebooks.com/books/ (World) 
Inspired Quill Books https://www.inspired-quill.com (French, German, Dutch) 
Lightning Books http://eye-books.com (French, German, Dutch, Italian, Spanish) 
Louise Walters Books https://www.louisewaltersbooks.co.uk (World) 
 
USA 
The Catholic University of America Press (French, German, Dutch) 
https://www.cuapress.org/books/ 
The Feminist Press https://www.feministpress.org (French) 
Headwater Literary Management https://www.headwaterliterary.com (French) 
Roam Agency https://www.roamagency.com (French) 
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OF SPECIAL NOTE 7 
 
NOVELS & SHORT STORIES 
NEW 13 
STILL AVAILABLE 52 
 
POETRY/ARTS 108 
 
CRIME, THRILLER, SUSPENSE  
NEW 122 
STILL AVAILABLE 127 
 
SCIENCE FICTION, FANTASY, SUPERNATURAL 143 
 
GRAPHIC FICTION/NON-FICTION 155  
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KAREN JENNINGS  

AN ISLAND  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (188 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: SOUTH AFRICA, NAMIBIA, 
BOTSWANA (KARAVAN PRESS), ANZ (TEXT 
PUBLISHING), GREEK (GUTENBERG, PREEMPT), 
RUSSIAN (EKSMO, PREEMPT), AUDIO (W.F. HOWES, 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EXCL. ANZ AND NORTH AMERICA), ENGLISH 
NORTH AMERICA (HOGARTH, AT AUCTION), ARABIC (KOTOB KHAN), 
INDIA/SOUTH ASIA (PAN MACMILLAN INDIA), NIGERIA (MASOBE 
BOOKS), BRAZIL (VERUS/RECORD, AT AUCTION), GERMAN (BLESSING 
VERLAG, AT AUCTION), ITALIAN (FAZI, AT AUCTION), DUTCH (COSSEE, 
AT AUCTION), KOREAN (VICHE, AT AUCTION), TURKISH (ITHAKI, AT 
AUCTION), MARATHI (MEHTA PUBLISHING), ZAMBIAN (GADSEN) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 

LONGLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2021 
JOINT WINNER OF THE K. SELLO DUIKER MEMORIAL AWARD 

 
The judges wrote: 

 
"An Island concerns itself with lives lived on the margins, through the story of a man who has 
exiled himself from the known world only to find himself called to the service of others, 
themselves exiled from the world by cruelty and circumstance. It is on these grounds that this 
writer deftly constructs a moving, transfixing novel of loss, political upheaval, history, identity, 
all rendered in majestic and extraordinary prose." 
 
“A gripping, terrifying and unforgettable story.”  
Elleke Boehmer, Professor of World Literature, Oxford  
 
Samuel has lived alone for a long time; one morning he finds the sea has brought someone to offer 
companionship and to threaten his solitude...  

A young refugee washes up unconscious on the beach of a small island inhabited by no one but Samuel, 
an old lighthouse keeper. Unsettled, Samuel is soon swept up in memories of his former life on the 
mainland: a life that saw his country suffer under colonisers, then fight for independence, only to fall 
under the rule of a cruel dictator; and he recalls his own part in its history. In this new man’s presence 
he begins to consider, as he did in his youth, what is meant by land and to whom it should belong. To 
what lengths will a person go in order to ensure that what is theirs will not be taken from them?  
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A novel about guilt and fear, friendship and rejection; about the meaning of home.  

KAREN JENNINGS is a South African author. Her debut novel, Finding Soutbek, was shortlisted for 
the inaugural Etisalat Prize for African Fiction. Her memoir, Travels with my Father, was published in 
2016, and in 2018 she released her debut poetry collection, Space Inhabited by Echoes. Currently living in 
Brazil, last year Karen completed post-doctoral research at the Federal University of Goiás on the 
historical relationship between science and literature, with a focus on eusocial insects. Karen works 
with the mentorship programmes run by Writivism and Short Story Day Africa, both of which 
promote writing in Africa. Her interests lie in colonialism, historically and in the lasting impact that it 
has had on the continent of Africa and beyond. She is particularly concerned with the quiet lives of 
the everyday people who have been mostly forgotten by the politicians, big businesses and the rest of 
the world. In this way, she strives to give the ordinary a voice that can be heard and appreciated. Karen 
was a Miles Morland Foundation Scholar while writing this book.  

INTERVIEWS AND PRESS 
 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/an-island-by-karen-jennings-review-the-dark-horse-of-booker-
2021-svdl2zg70 (paywall) 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/aug/05/ive-been-poor-for-a-long-time-after-many-
rejections-karen-jennings-is-up-for-the-booker?fbclid=IwAR0xm1hfEFcKEm4Fv-
Ro3H6AS__B9gVXgmnk0E7deaL65mDvlmKRxAImCJc 
 
https://thebookerprizes.com/booker-prize/news/karen-jennings-
interview?fbclid=IwAR3pO2QGbHzGLOac7Zx7Y9NDMUYDHZ6U4fX4aNCdsXq29okBWrpt1BHd
YO4 
 
https://www.newframe.com/karen-jennings-ship-comes-home-at-
last/?fbclid=IwAR09Gebnuoch61DbDy2FjZGQTqavkRNISpwAR3uI_aL_zSwazKR7PZ-k7eI 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/aug/18/an-island-by-karen-jennings-review-compact-
allegory-of-postcolonialism?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
https://thebookerprizes.com/booker-prize/news/karen-jennings-interview?fbclid=IwAR3u-kiU-
vZj89eidpPa3tlWwSUHuHTSy2YLZBNGpp7gSOu1ilG1faQqKgI 
 
https://www.textpublishing.com.au/blog/interview-with-karen-jennings 
 
https://johannesburgreviewofbooks.com/2021/08/19/i-decided-to-give-up-writing-and-to-rethink-
my-life-karen-jennings-chats-to-jennifer-malec-about-her-booker-prize-longlisted-novel-an-
island/?fbclid=IwAR1wyGhZ8RM4I-aJZ2q645S6sq6vZi8oKYW9qRN2jV0w8jd49DEC5nSpjTk 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/sep/12/an-island-by-karen-jennings-review-booker-
prize-longlist?fbclid=IwAR1-GiklY2A-HBZlhlCuJGHMVlpmpEggRr7qhsw0BQu-vPjhGTl-
lan_jCQ 
 
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/how-to-lounge/books/power-inequality-and-the-continuing-tragedy-
of-africa-
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111633079133978.html?fbclid=IwAR2JMguHHSjhF9KkVnwb14Eo1dKMigosTfF8semUHAixh
kfmp6zuM5Ig5hw 
 
https://www.litnet.co.za/an-island-by-karen-jennings-a-book-
review/?fbclid=IwAR3qD10ZmZH86iXQxLKgxBIjRpE8lF1yjCV7iVc6ugawxhRKRJkSraK426
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JEAN-LUC PORQUET    

THE BIG TRIAL OF THE 
ANIMALS 
ILLUSTRATED BY JACEK WOZNIAK 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): OCTOBER 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (160 PP) 
+ ENGLISH SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
RIGHTS SOLD: KOREA, UNDER OFFER IN CHINA 
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  

A spectacular trial, under the eye of cameras from all over the world. All sorts of 
animals parade before the president of the court. Each one of them must say why his species deserves 
to survive. Why human society should spend a fortune to protect it. Only one in ten will be saved. The 
jury will be the public. 
 
The great horned owl, the black swift, the Vulcan butterfly, the mudworm... The interrogations are 
lively, tense, hilarious. And the animals are very convincing. So, which one to choose? The president 
of the court is becoming more and more nervous. It’s true that things are getting a bit out of hand... 
 
This satirical fable is also a joyful lesson in ecology. It invites us to look at the animal world with a 
different eye.  

 
JEAN-LUC PORCHET has been writing for weekly Le Canard enchaîné for more than 25 years. 
Passionate about environmental issues, he denounces with humor the hypocrisies of politicians and 
the failings of companies. He is the author of Lettre au dernier Grand Pingouin (Verticales, 2016) and 
Cabu, une vie de dessinateur (Gallimard, 2018). 
 
JACEK WOZNIAK is an illustrator whose drawings are regularly published in Le Canard enchaîné. 
He publishes in October 2021 Peut-on rire du tout? Une rétrospective de 35 ans au Canard enchaîné (Le Seuil). 
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PRAISE 
 
"Copiously and delightfully illustrated, Le Grand procès des animaux is an instructive and mischievous 
satirical animal fable with a very theatrical tone. [...]" Emmanuelle Caminade, L'or du livre. 
 
"This funny but very political trial, illustrated by the poetic Wozniak, turns against its instigators. (...) 
A vibrant appeal for mankind to live in peace with the animal reign that will cause delight in nests and 
burrows." Anne-Sophie Mercier, Le Canard enchaîné.  
 
"A favorite! A short, intelligent, incisive, militant, cynical and lucid text. A plea for the animal cause, a 
new alert on our duty to act, a fascinating crash course in zoology, a moving ode to nature and life." 
Eline, Le Cyprès-Gens de la Lune Bookstore, (Nevers) 
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JOHN VIGNA 

NO MAN’S LAND 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (336 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): NOVEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH/WORLD (ALBIN 
MICHEL) 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 

 
A sprawling saga set in the Canadian wilderness of the late 19th century, about a teenaged girl 
named Davey, a charismatic fraudster, and the unbearable weight of fate. 

In this powerful, panoramic novel set in the late 1890s, in a sliver of rugged British Columbia 
wilderness, a fourteen-year-old girl named Davey - too young to be given a chance at creating her own 
life - finds herself raised by a group of eccentric, hostile misfits who rescued her as an infant on a 
bloody battlefield. She roams the countryside with them, led by Reverend Brown, a charismatic false 
prophet, hosting revivals for unsuspecting believers while lingering on the cusp of unimaginable 
events. 

Davey tries to locate a semblance of peace in this harrowing, beautiful place, but what she finds instead 
is an astonishing panoply of falsehoods and depravity, a vicious world composed of murderers, thieves, 
and dancing bears. And in this unforgiving landscape of craggy beauty and singular resoluteness, she 
wages a fight for truth while traversing the delicate line between destiny and fate as she comes to 
understand the role Reverend Brown plays in her life. 

No Man's Land is part classic coming-of-age story, part unwavering portrait of the bloody price of 
power, a raw and bold novel about the search for family, and a grand tale about an education in the 
pull of predestination and the responsibility of free will. Haunting on every page, filled with sorrow 
and awe, and stunning in the tonality of its vision, No Man's Land is an unflinching meditation on the 
legacy of violence, its senseless destructiveness, and the fearless dignity and tenderness required to rise 
above it. 

JOHN VIGNA's first book of fiction, Bull Head, was published to critical acclaim in North America 
by Arsenal Pulp Press in 2012, and in France by Editions Albin Michel in 2017. It was selected by Quill 
& Quire as an editor's pick of the year and was a finalist for the Danuta Gleed Literary Award. John 
was named one of 10 writers to watch by CBC Books. He is an Assistant Professor of Teaching at 
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UBC's School of Creative Writing and lives in Steveston, BC, with his wife, the author, Nancy Lee. 
His first novel, No Man's Land, publishes in fall 2021. 
 

PRAISE 

No Man's Land combines the baroque violence of Cormac McCarthy's Blood Meridian with the reverent 
prose of Annie Dillard's A Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. We meet a cursed coal-miner, a debauched preacher, 
a terse Mountie, a silent clown, and the gimlet-eyed 14-year-old girl who brings them all together. This 
extraordinary first novel reclaims the Canadian Northwestern from its childish tropes - the noble 
Mountie who gets the girl as well as his man - and instead affords the reader a profoundly adult lens 
on colonialist violence and violent misogyny in a landscape of soaring, searing beauty. -Annabel Lyon, 
author of Consent 

John Vigna's luminous new novel reminds, in turns, of Dostoevsky, Faulkner, Jim Harrison, John 
Williams, and Larry McMurtry: a deeply moving philosophic exploration of free will and the human 
spirit in the shape of a fierce, wild, violent Western. No Man's Land, and its protagonist, Davey, will 
stick with me for a long, long time. -Christian Kiefer, author of Phantoms 

No Man's Land is a lush, breathtaking frontier epic told with a grandeur and gravitas we find in the best 
of John Steinbeck and Wallace Stegner. John Vigna writes the land the way the old poets played the 
lyre. A masterpiece. -Claire Vaye Watkins, author of I Love You But I’ve Chosen Darkness 

There's danger everywhere in John Vigna's No Man's Land. Characters are threatened by the rugged 
Canadian landscape, threatened by others in their troupe, threatened by their own turbulent 
motivations, threatened even by the past. In Vigna's world, what goes around comes around. For better 
or worse. Vigna writes about the past with such ease, itâ??s as if he has the power to time travel to the 
nineteenth century to retrieve the speech, references, and beliefs of the era. No Man's Land is a novel 
of grand themes: the collision of faith and fallibility, of facts and falsehood. Can you refuse the 
inheritance in your blood? Itâ??s a wild, unpredictable saga. 

-Ian Williams, author of Reproduction (Winner of the 2019 Scotiabank Giller Prize) 
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ARAM KEBABDJIAN 
ODE TO JOY 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): AUGUST 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (250 
PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
He ordered two coffees and then some food. Mostly, he smoked. Only one thing really bothered him: was he still a person? 
Was he in any way meaningful in the geopolitics of the world today? He, Sigmund Oropa, that insignificant knight, 
parked in his closet at the European Union's Fraud Office, writing non-binding reports on alleged misappropriations of 
EU funds? He gazed up at the treetops. The sky, the fluttering birds. The acacias, the orange trees, everything was 
fragrant. In a way, the situation was not completely hopeless. He felt that he had been right to stand up to Angela. 
 
With delicate humor, Aram Kebabdjian paints the portrait of an international civil servant, torn 
between his old demons and his ideal of justice. A philosophical tale and a brilliant examination of the 
cynicism of our time. 
 
ARAM KEBABDJIAN previous books are Les Désœuvrés (Seuil, 2015), a satire of the contemporary 
art world, for which he received the Grand Prix du premier roman de la Société des Gens de Lettres, 
and Le Songe d'Anton Sorrus (Seuil, 2017). 
 

PRAISE 
 
"The author builds the protagonist's journey like a house of cards, each card being a chapter of the 
novel. (...) Aram Kebabdjian takes us into the meanders of his hero's conscience, combining the art of 
portraiture with that of suspense." Livres Hebdo  
 
"Behind the portrait, full of biting humor, of a man of his time lost in administration, lurks that of an 
era – ours - where cynicism and greed have finally destroyed the utopias." Voici  
 
"Through this intrigue, the author manages above all to shed light on certain contradictions that 
constitute the European idea, avoiding the double pitfall of condemnation and praise." Alternatives 
Economiques 
 
"If you are looking for a book that makes you smile and think at the same time, this one is for you. (...) 
Sometimes a philosophical tale, sometimes a dark roman à clé, Ode to Joy is a success. A very nice surprise 
of this new literary season with a finely wrought writing that intelligently serves the author’s intent. A 
must read!" Ernest  
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"Aram Kebabdjian has skilfully constructed a novel which, under the guise of a man's existential quest, 
dismantles a system (the pages on European standards are a Kafkaesque delight) and its abuses. I let 
you discover what will happen to the whistleblower and his fight, not without pointing out that, like 
Jean-Philippe Toussaint and his La Clé USB, this new journey through the spheres of Brussels 
bureaucracy is as fascinating as it is terrifying." HC. Dahlem 
 
BOOKSELLERS 
 
"When Zweig meets Sciacia, European literature is at its best. It took the Promethean son of Armenia 
and Germany to dare tell this story." Librairie Tschann, Yannick  
 
"Subtly and lucidly, Aram Kebabdjian delivers a novel that is both funny and terrifying about the 
excesses of the market economy when it 'takes care' of humanitarian causes. Chilling." Le Divan, Lucie 
 
" Aram Kebabdjian's humor and humanity will make for a delicious reading experience!" Simon 
Gémon, Atout livre. 
 
"European issues are not a sexy topic... Literature, and in particular a novel, had to take an interest to 
change this unfortunate state of affairs. Here it is, it's L’ode à la joie by Aram Kebabdjian. It features 
Sigmund Oropa, whose name was undoubtedly predestined for service to Europe, locked in a closet 
of the European Commission, a judge without a tribunal, heir to a mafia family, hungering for justice. 
Like a modern day Don Quixote, he seizes recordings on probable embezzlement of funds intended 
for migrant camps, and when he sets out to investigate, there’s no doubt that this forgotten bureaucrat 
will fight against windmills like his illustrious predecessor, just as ridiculous and vain, pitiful and 
moving, comical also by virtue of a skillful and amused pen. Of course there will be battles that he 
won’t be able to avoid waging: the quest of his ideals, of his youth, of the possibility of desire and the 
joy of finally taking a stand. Bankrupt and destitute, this protagonist with improbable ambitions could 
very well find in this picaresque epic a new momentum, be it his last. "Librairie L'Esperluète, Chartres, 
Olivier L'Hostis 
 
"An astonishing novel that plunges us into the intricacies of bureaucracy with incredible poetry." 
Librairie Au fil des mots, Blagnac, Cécile Rivière 
 
"This is the story of Sigmund, an international civil servant tasked with combatting fraud. And yet, he 
is worried. Problems are piling up, challenges are considerable, and everyone seems to be making do 
with this state of affairs. There is something rotten in the Kingdom of Europe. A delicate, melancholic 
novel of a man facing himself, powerless to become a hero." Librairie Les Nouveautés, Fabrice 
 
"With fine cynicism and a lot of intelligence, Kebabdjian evokes in this novel the recent political and 
human crises of the European continent and raises the question of the unity of the European Union." 
Libraire Les Champs magnétiques, Maria 
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JO McMILLAN 

THE HAPPINESS 
FACTORY  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (272 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2022 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE (UK, NA – please contact Helen 
Edwards helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk) 
 

 
Mo Moore, estranged daughter of a sex-aid entrepreneur, regards her father as good as dead. And then 
he really does die and leaves her all his wealth. Stuck in a job in elderly care, newly single, and with 
nothing and no-one to keep her in England, Mo does what she’s always done when things get tough: 
she runs. It could have been anywhere, but a classified ad catches Mo’s eye, and it takes her to China. 
She lands in Pingdi, a remote mountain village that for centuries supplied dildos to the Imperial 
bedchamber, and whose revived sex-aid factory is in a financial fix. Soon Mo finds herself on the 
wrong side of the authorities and needing all the help she can get: China is a land of pointing fingers 
and blind eyes, of closed doors and open secrets, of rules and recklessness – a place, she discovers, 
where it’s not easy to be female. 
The Happiness Factory is about the families we run from and a love story to the families we make for 
ourselves – sometimes in the most unexpected places. It’s a portrait of a country as it emerges from a 
Maoist past into its roaring global present. And at its heart are fathers: the way they make you and 
mark you, and how they follow you, however far you go – even to the furthest edge of China. 
 
JO McMILLAN  has lived and worked in China, Malaysia and the UK, and is currently based in 
Berlin. She has a PhD in anthropology. Her writing has appeared in Granta, Traveller and the Times 
Higher Education Supplement. Her first novel, Motherland, was published in the UK and in Germany. 

 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

CLIENT: AUTHOR 
PUBLISHER: JOHN MURRAY 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (272 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): 2015 
RIGHTS SOLD: GERMAN (ULLSTEIN VERLAG) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD  
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It’s 1978, Jess is thirteen and she already has a reputation – as the daughter of the only communist in 
town. But then, it’s in the blood. The Mitchells have been in the Party since the Party began. Jess and 
her mother Eleanor struggle to sell socialism to Tamworth – a sleepy Midlands town that just doesn’t 
want to know. So when Eleanor is invited to spend a summer teaching in East Germany, she and Jess 
leap at the chance to see what the future looks like. On the other side of the Iron Curtain they turn 
from villains into heroes. And when Eleanor meets widower Peter and his daughter, Martina, a new, 
more peaceful life seems possible. 
But the Cold War has no time for love and soon the trouble starts. Peter is dispatched for two years 
of solidarity work in Laos. Friends become enemies, and Jess discovers how easy it is to switch sides 
– how sides can be switched for you, sometimes without you even knowing. 
 
Motherland is a tender mother-daughter story and a tragi-comic portrait of a childhood overcome with 
belief. It’s about loss of faith and loss of innocence, and what it’s like to grow up on the losing side of 
history. 
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DOMINIQUE DUMOND 
MONTY  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (168 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): JANUARY 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
The relationship between a visually impaired man and his guide dog, 
who gradually come to identify with each other.  
A new subject treated with finesse, lightness of touch and great sensitivity. 

When Hervé loses his sight, he doesn’t lose his morale, quite the contrary. With communicative verve 
- because when you are visually impaired "black humor is a must" - he reveals the secret of his drive: 
Monty, his guide dog who at every moment helps him find his way through his invisible surroundings. 
Thanks to him, he can relearn everything, live differently, rediscover with enthusiasm what makes life 
worth living. As time goes by, he communicates with Monty, reads his thoughts and manages to make 
himself understood by his dog without even speaking to him. How is it possible to reach such a point 
of fusional intimacy?  

In this light-hearted and endearing, funny and touching story, praising the existence of guide dogs who 
give life back to the visually impaired, Hervé never feels sorry for himself. With tenderness and 
spiritedness, emotion and authenticity, he invites us follow him on this beautiful path of life... and love. 

Two passions have animated DOMINIQUE DUMOND since his youth: theater and music. 
Despite a genetic disease that deprived him of reading at the age of 20 and a visual acuity that never 
ceased to diminish, he devoted his entire life to them, embracing in turn the professions of agent, 
manager, artistic director, producer, and finally director of a major Parisian theater. 

The arrival of Monty, his first guide dog, was such a game-changer for him that he wanted to pay 
tribute to him in a novel. Monty is the 1000th dog trained by the Paris Guide Dog School in 30 years. 
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MAGALI DESCLOZEAUX  
A CARETAKER’S LODGE 
UPON THE OCEAN 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): JANUARY 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (176 
PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
A wacky exploration of the mysteries of international finance and globalization. 
 
In seventy-seven days, the container ship Ship-Flowers travels from Fos-sur-Mer to Shanghai and 
back. Ninon Moinot has been doing this loop for two years, ever since she was evicted from her 
concierge's lodge and her former landlord offered her to move into one of these boxes, in exchange 
for her pension. But now she wants to cancel her lease and contacts a Parisian lawyer whom she only 
knows by name, to do so. However, someone else replies to her letter… 
 
MAGALI DESCLOZEAUX is a translator from Italian and a novelist. Une loge en mer is her third 
novel after Le crapaud (Plon, 1997, selected for the Goncourt Prize for first novel) and Un deuil 
pornographique (Flammarion, 2003). 
To better tell the adventures of Ninon Moinot in Une loge en mer she embarked on a container ship in 
Fos-sur-Mer. 

PRAISE 
 
"This novel has a form of poetic candor as well as remarkable originality." Le Monde des livres, 
Raphaëlle Leyris 
 
"Behind the apparent absurdity of the subject, it is the triumph of globalized opacity that the novelist 
pinpoints. But beware, this book is not a heavy-handed indictment; not at all. There is poetry in this 
little novel, and suspense too, an unfettered and ubuesque suspense. Magali Desclozeaux well and truly 
pulls us into her story, which is intelligently constructed and superbly conducted". Le Matricule des 
Anges 
 
"A bittersweet fable about the losers of globalization.” TV5 Monde 
 
"This is the kind of book that you know from the first pages that you will read again, to laugh, smile 
or shed a tear, depending on the mood of the day.” Études magazine  
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"You have to be pretty damn clever to make us laugh about being locked up: Magali Desclozeaux 
succeeds with Une loge en mer, a novel as chilling as it is delightful." Causette, Hubert Artus  
 
"Few modern novels choose the epistolary form. The letters written by Ninon Moinot and her unlikely 
correspondents, flirting gently with the absurd, draw the portrait of a world Magali Desclozeaux has 
elected to laugh at.” L'Humanité, Alain Nicolas  
 
"A tender and caustic epistolary fable." Voici 
 
"A novel of bittersweet poetry." Toute la Culture, Chloé Hubert 
 
"How to write a book on commercial and financial globalization that is both wacky and entertaining? 
This is the difficult task that writer Magali Desclozeaux has managed to accomplish in this funny 
epistolary novel. Alternatives économiques, Igor Martinache 
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HELEN E .  MUNDLER 

THREE DAYS BY THE SEA  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 

In the Ellis family, no-one talks about Susie but no-one can forget her – 
until Gina and Robert receive invitations to a family reunion by the sea in Cornwall.  

As the three days unfold, the stories and secrets of each character are mapped against England’s 
changing society. Gradually, the truth of Susie’s disappearance over twenty years ago is revealed.  

Three Days by the Sea is a subtle, funny and moving story of hope and renewal. With both dry, sharp 
humour and warmth, Helen Mundler unpicks the trials and tensions of family life.  

 
HELEN E. MUNDLER studied at Durham University before obtaining her doctorate in 
Strasbourg, and her Habilitation in Nanterre. She is currently associate professor at a university in 
Paris. She has published two other novels, Homesickness (Dewi Lewis, 2003) and L’Anglaise (Holland 
House, 2018), as well as three critical works, Intertextualité dans l’oeuvre d’A.S.Byatt (Paris, Harmattan, 
2003), The Otherworlds of Liz Jensen: a Critical Reading (Boydell and Brewer, Rochester, USA, 2016), and 
The Noah Myth in Twenty-First-Century Novels: Rewritings from a Drowning World (Boydell and Brewer, 
Rochester, USA, 2022).  In 2018 her short story ‘The Fish’ was shortlisted for the Fish Publishing 
Prize in Ireland.  
Recently Helen has been involved in teaching creative writing workshops in Strasbourg and judging a 
short story competition, and has been instrumental in developing creative writing as a sub-discipline 
of English Studies in French universities.  
At present she is working on a fourth novel novel, Clouds Without Shadows.  
 

PRAISE FOR L’ANGLAISE 
 

 ‘L’Anglaise is an intelligent, finely-wrought exploration of what home means to those who leave and 
those who stay. In graceful prose it speaks of love engendered, lost, mourned and renewed; of shadows 
cast and cast off; of how time illuminates, and forgiveness sets us free.’ Liz Jensen, author of The 
Ninth Life of Louis Drax, The Uninvited, Ark Baby, etc   
 
“An intense, unsettling and unflinchingly honest novel” James Wilson, author of The Bastard Boy, 
The Woman in the Picture, etc. 
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PRAISE FOR HOMESICKNESS 
 
‘…beautifully and tenderly told…’ John Carey; as Booker Prize Judge Chairman, John Carey 
nominated Homesickness as a book he would have liked to see in the Prize list. 
 
‘Mundler writes about sex as it really exists, a physical act freighted with emotional, spiritual and moral 
complexity… a smart and courageous book.’ Foreword Reviews 
 
‘Mundler writes beautifully, with a deep understanding…’ Time Out 
 
‘… a remarkable début.’ Manchester City Life 
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J A M I E  C H A I  J U N  L I E W  

DANDELION 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (336 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2022 
RIGHTS HANDLED: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 

Winner of the Jim Wong-Chu Emerging Writers Award  
from the Asian Canadian Writers' Workshop 

When Lily was eleven years old, her mother, Swee Hua, walked away from the family, never to be seen 
or heard from again. Now, as a new mother herself, Lily becomes obsessed with finding out what 
happened to Swee Hua. She recalls the spring of 1987, growing up in a small British Columbia mining 
town where there were only a handful of Asian families; Lily's previously stateless father wanted them 
to blend seamlessly into Canadian life, while her mother, alienated and isolated, longed to return to 
Brunei. Years later, still affected by Swee Hua's disappearance, Lily's family is nonetheless stubbornly 
silent to her questioning. But eventually, an old family friend provides a clue that sends Lily to 
Southeast Asia to find out the truth. 

Dandelion is a beautifully written and affecting novel about motherhood, family secrets, migration, 
isolation, and mental illness. With clarity and care, it delves into the many ways we define home, 
identity, and above all, belonging. 

JAMIE CHAI YUN LIEW is the recipient of the Jim Wong-Chu Emerging Writers Award from the 
Asian Canadian Writers' Workshop. She is a lawyer and law professor specializing in immigration, 
refugee, and citizenship law and the creator of the podcast Migration Conversations. Dandelion is her first 
novel. She lives in Ottawa with her family. 
 

PRAISE 

In Dandelion, a woman struggles to understand the mysterious disappearance of her own mother while 
on the brink of motherhood herself. Rich in imagery detailing the immigrant experience, Jamie Chai 
Yun Liew's debut novel picks at the open wound of diasporic displacement with tenderness and 
compassion. -Catherine Hernandez, author of Scarborough and Crosshairs 
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Jamie Chai Yun Liew's Dandelion is a poignant portrayal of a woman's coming of age as a Chinese 
immigrant trying to set down roots in a small town in British Columbia. In a story relatable to many, 
as Lily grows up, she awakens to the beauty and brutality of her home in Canada. Meanwhile, her 
mother retreats and finally leaves, unable to cope with the changing family dynamics of their new 
life. Dandelion invites readers to imagine multi-generational loss, gain, and love in a fresh take on the 
mother-daughter narrative. It is at once comfortable and unsettling, raw, and tender. -Carrianne Leung, 
author of The Wondrous Woo and That Time I Loved You 

With finely wrought observations and complex characters, Liew captures the subtle nuances of 
immigration, race, belonging, diaspora, and what it means to be Other. Dandelion is an important debut. 
-Lindsay Wong, author of The Woo-Woo: How I Survived Ice Hockey, Drug Raids, Demons, and My Crazy 
Chinese Family 

With Dandelion, Jamie Chai Yun Liew renovates the kinds of coming-of-age narratives that helped me 
understand what it meant to be an Asian diasporic person living in Canada at a certain time and place. 
Here is a novel that is at once recognizable and distinct. A meaningful contribution to the long legacy 
of Asian North American fiction. -Jenny Heijun Wills, author of Older Sister. Not Necessarily Related. : A 
Memoir 
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ERIC L’HELGOUALC’H 
THE DISCONNECT 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): AUGUST 2020 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (304 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
Born in Lebanon during the war, Elias Naccache made his fortune by selling 
his first start-up during the internet bubble of the early 2000s.  The story begins when he disappeares 
in Syria where he joined Christian volunteers engaged against Daech. 
 
What might have led this little genius of the internet to disconnect to the point of taking up arms? A 
celebrity magazine entrusts his childhood friend with the task of investigating. The biography of the 
missing man takes shape before our eyes, with its coherence and its shadowy areas, in a thrilling 
psychological puzzle. 
 
Who is Elias Naccache really? An immigrant eager for revenge? A potential fascist? A deceived lover? 
Through his story, the portrait of our time is drawn, between technological mirages, the projection of 
our self-image and tensions between different communities.  
 
ERIC L’HELGOUALC’H was born in 1980. He worked for a long time in the web and 
communication before devoting himself to writing  
 

PRAISE 
 
“A fascinating treasure hunt that follows the paradoxical "radicalization in reverse" of someone who 
is taken for a madman, a fascist, a victim or an evil genius. This very accomplished first novel draws 
the portrait of a singular man and also that of an entire era.” L'Humanité  
 
« La Déconnexion is an investigation, both psychological and procedural. (...) Éric L'Helgoualc'h distills 
the story of a man to its essence, without losing sight of the fact that it is an ontological tale.” Le 
Matricule des Anges  
 
"An intense and addictive social fresco written in a cinematographic style. This is a thrilling first novel. 
(...) From the first sentence, the reader is caught, held in suspense, captivated, until the last line" 
L'Orient-Le Jour  
 
"There are books that are purely contemporary and bring together the ingredients of an era. La 
Déconnexion is one of them. (...) It is lively, energetic, hyper documented.” GQ 
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EMMANUELLE HEIDSIECK 
TOO HANDSOME 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): JANUARY 2020 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (120 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
 
This story could be called The Tribulations of Marco Bueli. Let's face it: three layoffs by the age of 36, 
when you’ve graduated from a great engineering school! It must be said that he has a predisposition to 
annoy, to make people envious, because this man is handsome. Very handsome. But he is tired of 
smiling, of seducing without even trying – or wanting to - and of ending up the fool. Marco decides to 
fight back and to go to court for discrimination based on physical appearance. After all, the Americans 
have shown the way and French legislation allows it. According to him, his beauty has not helped his 
career, he’s suffered from it. 
 
Through sublime Marco Bueli and his determination to obtain redress, this novel ironically depicts the 
excesses of an anti-discrimination policy that allows, today, everyone to consider himself a victim, with 
legitimate complains and a legal cause to defend. Like in her previous novels, Emmanuelle Heidsieck 
points out here with acuity the dismantling of the French social model in the face of the rise of 
individualism. Doesn't the competition of complaints between the discriminated of all kinds announce 
a certain dislocation of society? 
 
EMMANUELLE HEIDSIECK is a novelist who mixes literary fiction with political and social 
issues. She describes, often in a sardonic way, heroes struggling in a world that is increasingly out of 
whack. She has published Notre aimable clientèle (Denoël, 2005), Il risque de pleuvoir (Le Seuil, Fiction & 
Cie, 2008), À l'aide ou le rapport W (Inculte-Laureli, 2013; reissued by Éditions du Faubourg, 2020). She 
has also published short stories and participated in collective works, in particular Les Jours heureux, on 
the dismantling of the National Council of the Resistance program. She was a member of the board 
of directors of the Société des Gens de Lettres (SGDL) from 2015 to 2019. Several of her works have 
been adapted for radio (France Culture), or the theater. 
 

PRAISE 
 
"With biting irony, the author questions how to maintain a cohesive society if everyone feels wronged. 
In short, an accomplished little book that examines the strains of our collective belonging." Le 
Matricule des Anges 
 
"The journalist and novelist Emmanuelle Heidsieck gives free rein to her taste for satire - tinged with 
a touch of the absurd - in this novel that pokes fun at a form of victimization at all costs.” Le Monde 
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"A joyfully politically incorrect novel (...), a fable that is hardly anticipatory." Les Inrockuptibles  
 
"Halfway between a social fable and a poetic essay, this fifth novel by Emmanuelle Heidsieck illustrates 
the crisis of the French social model in the face of soaring individualism and the drift of American-
style victimization." Les Echos 
 
"A small book, but with great force. A thoughtful, original, gritty, and even political novel. " L'Express 
 
"Emmanuelle Heidsieck has written half a dozen novels with social themes. Always brief, original, 
incisive. Here, there’s also a lot of humor. (...) Let’s hope that Hollywood won’t buy the rights to this 
gritty novel and give the lead role to Ryan Gosling! Le Canard Enchaîné 
 
"Will Marco Bueli be the first employee to officially fall victim to his beauty? Through this question, 
Emmanuelle Heidsieck asks many others, in a novel that, like [her previous works], examines the roots 
of the evil that our society is increasingly falling prey to." L'Humanité 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
 
 
HELP OR THE W REPORT 
128 pp, 2013, reissued 2020 

 
A retired teacher is arrested by the police in front of his home, 
handcuffed and taken into custody. The man is accused of having 
rendered services to his neighbors. Helping people is now an offence 
punishable by prison and a heavy fine. At the Ministry of the Interior, 
two very different senior civil servants are writing the report that will 
serve as the basis for the law. 
 
In this novel of anticipation, Emmanuelle Heidsieck describes a 
frightening world that could be ours and pens an acerbic report of a 
society adrift. 
 
"A little gem of black humor and social satire," Le Monde des livres 
"A sensitive, sharp novel", Le Canard enchaîné 
"A relentless social critique", Les Echos 
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C A R M E L L A  G R A Y - C O S G R O V E  

NOWADAYS AND LONELIER 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (220 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HANDLED: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN  
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A vibrant debut story collection about loneliness and love, privilege and poverty, addiction 
and isolation - the search for connection and meaning in a workaday world. 

For fans of Heather O'Neill's Daydreams of Angels, Ottessa Moshfegh's Homesick for Another World, and 
Carmen Maria Machado's Her Body and Other Parties, Nowadays and Lonelier features a cascade of 
characters seeking connection in the darkest alleyways and meaning in the mundane. In these pages, a 
ballet dancer navigates complex family ties that are frayed by addiction; a young girl discovers sex and 
sexuality in the nineties in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside; a lover sojourns in Egypt and exacts an 
unexpected revenge; and a barista and a painter weather an apartment fire in Montreal. The collection 
is concerned with the contrast experienced by working- and middle-class millennials, between access 
to education and art compared to a relative lack of access to secure jobs and housing - and how these 
conditions leave many straddling a world where mental health, addictions, and sex work are daily 
realities as they try to carve out space for themselves in times that are increasingly alienating. 

Nowadays and Lonelier, Carmella Gray-Cosgrove's debut story collection, features vivid portraits of 
unsure yet hopeful people struggling to find a good life in a hard world. 

 
CARMELLA GRAY-COSGROVE was raised in the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver on the 
traditional territory of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh peoples and lives in St. John's, 
on Ktaqmkuk, the traditional territory of the Mi'kmaq and the ancestral homelands of the Beothuk, 
with her partner and their child. Her fiction has appeared in Prism international, Broken Pencil, Freefall 
Magazine, the Antigonish Review, and elsewhere. Nowadays and Lonelier was shortlisted for the NLCU 
Fresh Fish Award for Emerging Writers. She was the 2020 writer in residence for Riddle Fence 
Magazine. She holds a master's degree in geography from Memorial University and was an F.A. Aldrich 
Fellow. 
 

PRAISE 

There is a flavour to each story in this collection, the terroir of the places Carmella Gray-Cosgrove 
writes, evident in the poignancy of the words she chooses. Gray-Cosgrove draws us in with stories 
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about human appetites and failures, of realities, dreams and the places in between. Birds, coyotes, and 
creatures from the sea share pages with drug-taking teenagers, fallible and loving parents, and 
characters battered by and battling against poverty. These stories are steeped in wit, empathy, and 
intelligence and create an intimate conversation about class, desire, and the beauty of being alive. A 
breathtaking and tender debut. -Susie Taylor, author of Even Weirder Than Before 

Nowadays and Lonelier is a dazzling collection of stories that made me feel so much. I marvelled at Gray-
Cosgrove's command of language in these vivid explorations of what it means to feel connection, 
isolation, and hope. -Zoe Whittall, author of The Spectacular 

Carmella Gray-Cosgrove's Nowadays and Lonelier is the kind of story collection that comes along once 
or twice in a decade, if we're lucky. The kind of collection that reroutes the circuitry of the short story 
so it hits the heart and brain and gut like a psychedelic. Graceful as Swan Lake, dangerous as a syringe 
discarded in the bushes where children play. These are very tough, desperately tender stories that stick 
to your insides. Busting with compassion and stylistic bravado. Think: Joy Williams, Mary Gaitskill, 
Elise Levine and Zsuzsi Gartner. If you find yourself lonelier nowadays, read this. I promise you will 
be altered, astonished. -Lisa Moore, author of Something for Everyone 

Carmella Gray-Cosgrove's work is profoundly intimate. It names sensations you have experienced but 
never articulated, even to yourself. She pairs immersive, embodied description with shrewd 
investigations of how structural inequity informs our interpersonal relationships. It's so rare to find an 
author who's able to weave humour into work that is both richly descriptive and full of depth. Gray-
Cosgrove does it guilelessly in Nowadays and Lonelier. -Eva Crocker, author of All I Ask 
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K E N N Y  B O Y L E  

THE TICK AND THE 
TOCK OF THE 
CROCODILE CLOCK  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (approx. 280 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
Wendy just wants to be a poet. So how comes she’s on the run after an art heist? 
 
An aspiring writer from the Southside of Glasgow, Wendy is in a rut. She tries to brighten her call-
centre job by shoehorning as many long words as possible into conversations with customers. But her 
manager isn’t amused by that and, after a public dressing-down, Wendy walks out. 
Jobless and depressed, she finds consolation in a surprise friendship with another disgruntled ex-
colleague, wild-child painter Cat, who encourages her to live more dangerously. It’s just what Wendy 
needs and it’s also brilliant for her creative juices. But a black cloud is about to overshadow this new-
found liberation, as well as to put Wendy on the wrong side of the law. 
Fresh, insightful and funny, as well as unflinchingly honest about the tougher side of life, Kenny 
Boyle’s debut novel takes us deep into the psyche of a likeable misfit who treads a fine line between 
reality and fantasy – and just wants the world to see her true self. 
 

A graduate of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, KENNY BOYLE launched the Sonic Boom 
theatre company which brought the Scots classic Still Game back to the stage and has written, produced 
and/or starred in a variety of shows that have appeared at Edinburgh Fringe, Glasgow Comedy 
Festival and across Scotland. The Tick and the Tock of the Crocodile Clock is his first novel. 

 
PRAISE  

 
“Funny, intelligent and insightful. Kenny Boyle is a singular voice.” Sanjeev Kohli 
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TIM EWINS 

TINY PIECES OF ENID 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (xx PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JUNE 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
 
A poignant, upbeat tale of companionship, love and ageing, to appeal to anyone who was moved by 
Elizabeth is Missing. Enid has dementia and really isn’t clear about much these days, but there’s one 
thing she does know: that Olivia, daughter-in-law of one of her care home’s other residents, is in 
danger. She feels it in her own aching bones, in her involuntary outbursts when Olivia is present, and 
in a brightly coloured macaw that keeps visiting her room. She needs to talk things through with Roy, 
but she doesn’t know where he is. Come to think of it, she doesn’t know where she is either. For her 
part, Olivia needs a friend. When Enid goes missing, she sees her chance to escape from her own 
domestic nightmare. With an upbeat tone to tackle life’s lower points, and marshalling a motley cast 
of birds to assist with the telling, The Tiny Pieces of Enid is lovingly observed and respectfully 
uplifting. 
 
TIM EWINS has enjoyed an eight-year stand-up career alongside his accidental career in finance. 

He has previously written for DNA Mumbai, had two short stories highly commended and published 
in Michael Terence Short Story Anthologies, and enjoyed a very brief acting stint (he’s in the 
film Bronson, somewhere in the background). 

He lives with his wife, son and dog in Bristol. He is also the author of We Are Animals. 

 
PRAISE for WE ARE ANIMALS 

 
‘A heartwarming tale of lost love and unlikely friendships, featuring a menagerie of animals who each 
have their story to tell’ Waitrose Weekend 

‘A witty, engaging, offbeat tale of a decades-spanning love, set in various locations across the world 
and co-starring several animals’ Bristol 24/7 

‘A feel-good story about how sometimes the best thing to do is just have faith that everything will 
work out in the end. I think it’s the story we all need right now’ Popsugar – books to read while 
social distancing 
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‘So beautifully and cleverly written, with loveable ordinary but brilliant characters that tell you a 
fascinating and deeply touching story. This is a book about love, fate, hope and all those small but 
unforgettable moments. It’s a feel-good story that makes you think deeper about everything we want 
in life and what life offers us. And the symbolism is so stunning, I’m in awe’ The Book Confessions 
***** 

‘A beautifully repeating pattern of small moments of happiness and sadness, mixed with plenty of 
humour, pathos and an unbelievable number of coincidences. It is also the story of how we touch each 
others’ lives, unknowing, as we move around the planet focused intently on our own priorities. Both 
amusing and profound, this book stands out from the crowd, and will stay with you long after the 
sounds of the silent disco fade’ Bookshine and Readbows 

‘If you love quirky then you’ll adore this very different, witty, poignant, clever book. It’s a fresh, sweetly 
touching novel that will twang your heartstrings whilst making you smile’ Books are Cool 

‘What a funny, heart-warming and surprising book – the right mix of humour and emotion. The story 
seems so absurd at its beginning, but as it progresses it becomes so much more. It’s about love and 
loss and hope and fate, and how lives are touched and changed by passing encounters. The writing is 
so clever and witty that I found myself laughing out loud’  My Treasure in Books 

‘A fabulously entertaining and heartwarming story. It’s a humorous homage to travel, love, loss and 
fate. And the animals, don’t forget the animals! It’s a tale that will warm your heart while breaking it a 
little’ A Little Bright Corner 

‘A little absurd, a little sad, a little hopeful, and overall heart-breaking in its acceptance. I think if you 
like the works of David Sedaris, you’ll enjoy We Are Animals’ Radzy Writes, Reads and Reviews 

‘What starts off as a tale of lost love soon turns much deeper, showing how fate and chance can cause 
our paths to cross at just the right moment… both heartwarming and heartbreaking... I can’t wait to 
see more from Tim Ewins’ KT Robson 
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J O N A T H A N  S T O N E  

THE PRISON MINYAN  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (288 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
‘Erudite, trenchant and touching’ 

Michael Arditti 

 
Welcome to Otisville, America’s only Jewish prison…where a new celebrity inmate is about to 
shatter the peace 

 

The scene is Otisville Prison, upstate New York. A crew of fraudsters, tax evaders, trigamists and 
forgers discuss matters of right and wrong in a Talmudic study and prayer group, or ‘minyan’, led by a 
rabbi who’s a fellow convict. 

As the only prison in the federal system with a kosher deli, Otisville is the penitentiary of choice for 
white-collar Jewish offenders, many of whom secretly like the place. They’ve learned to game the 
system, so when the regime is toughened to punish a newly arrived celebrity convict who has upset the 
45th president, they find devious ways to fight back. 

Shadowy forces up the ante by trying to ‘Epstein’ – ie assassinate – the newcomer, and visiting poetry 
professor Deborah Liston ends up in dire peril when she sees too much. She has helped the minyan 
look into their souls. Will they now step up to save her? 

Jonathan Stone brings the sensibility of Saul Bellow and Philip Roth to the post-truth era in a sharply 
comic novel that is also wise, profound and deeply moral. 

 

JONATHAN STONE recently retired from a 40-year career in advertising.  He was the creative 
director at a New York advertising agency and did most of his fiction writing on the commuter train 
between the Connecticut suburbs and Manhattan. 
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Of his nine published novels, several are currently optioned for film: Moving Day is set up as a feature 
at Lionsgate Entertainment, Days of Night has been optioned by New Republic Pictures, and Parting 
Shot has been optioned by Marc Platt Productions.   

A graduate of Yale, Jon is married, with a son and daughter. 

 
PRAISE  

 
‘Erudite, trenchant and touching, with a premise that the young Philip Roth would have envied’ 

Michael Arditti 

‘Warm, insightful, wise and very funny. Jonathan Stone has created a remarkably appealing community 
of prison inmates and staff. Quite brilliant’ 

Abi Silver 

‘To the best of my knowledge, The Prison Minyan is the first fiction written about the lives of Jewish 
criminals that is set in a uniquely Jewish prison. This book has abundant humour and a light touch but 
it also raises some serious issues, such as the true cost of a life of crime; the meaning of loyalty; 
antisemitism; morality; and the power of poetry – and words in general – to transform one’s life. An 
intriguing and enjoyable read’ 

Nora Gold 
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MARTIN HARRINGTON 

THE SOMETIMES 
EMBARRASSMENTS OF 
PETTY VENIZ  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (400 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD  
 
 
A vision, a peculiar international movement flooding the city, an Empress, and a strange 
artefact called the Chimaera… Petty Veniz will never be the same again, for it seems the 
Apocalypse is at hand. 
 
It is the bizarre culmination of a series of events which began a year or two before, when the ‘The 
Most Ancient and Venerable University of St Mark the Evangelist, commonly known as Petty Veniz’, 
found that it is not, as it had thought, securely wealthy: it is, in fact, insolvent. When the university’s 
head, a hitherto unassuming academic called Bill Westey, announces that he has experienced a vision, 
the world of the University is turned upside down, culminating in the arrival of the Empress, who 
controls the Chimaera. 
The Professor of Moral Philosophy, Jim Gentry, infatuated with one of his doctoral students, becomes 
convinced that his mental disturbance is the cause of the city’s crisis. Fifty years after Gentry’s death, 
his younger contemporary Moses Mandeville receives a copy of the journal Gentry kept at that time. 
It is the incentive that the now aged Mandeville needs, to complete his account of the ‘sometime 
embarrassments’ of Petty Veniz. 
 
A brilliant, unique book: gripping, satirical and thought-provoking, set in an alternative world which 
yet somehow our own. 
 

Born in Kenmare, Co. Kerry, Ireland, MARTIN HARRINGTON  is a graduate of the University 
of Warwick, and spent much of his life in the book trade in Oxford. He was for some years editor of 
the Oxford University Gazette and the Oxford University Calendar. His sense of a certain resemblance 
between the University of Oxford and the old Republic of Venice – two ‘Most Serene Republics’ – 
was the genesis of The Sometime Embarrassments of Petty Veniz. He is now retired and lives near Oxford.  
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CASEY PLETT 
A DREAM OF A WOMAN 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
LONGLISTED FOR THE SCOTIABANK GILLER PRIZE 
 
Award-winning novelist Casey Plett (Little Fish) returns with a poignant suite of stories that 
center transgender women. 

Casey Plett's 2018 novel Little Fish won a Lambda Literary Award, the Firecracker Award for Fiction, 
and the Amazon First Novel Award. Her latest work, A Dream of a Woman, is her first book of short 
stories since her seminal 2014 collection A Safe Girl to Love. Centering transgender women seeking 
stable, adult lives, A Dream of a Woman finds quiet truths in prairie high-rises and New York 
warehouses, in freezing Canadian winters and drizzly Oregon days. 

In "Hazel and Christopher," two childhood friends reconnect as adults after one of them has 
transitioned. In "Perfect Places," a woman grapples with undesirability as she navigates fetish play with 
a man. In "Couldn't Hear You Talk Anymore," the narrator reflects on her tumultuous life and what 
might have been as she recalls tender moments with another trans woman. 

An ethereal meditation on partnership, sex, addiction, romance, groundedness, and love, the stories 
in A Dream of a Woman buzz with quiet intensity and the intimate complexities of being human. 

CASEY PLETT is the author of the novel Little Fish (Arsenal Pulp Press) and the short story 
collection A Safe Girl to Love (Topside Press), and co-editor of the anthology Meanwhile, Elsewhere: Science 
Fiction and Fantasy from Transgender Writers (Topside Press). She wrote a column on transitioning 
for McSweeney's Internet Tendency and her essays and reviews have appeared in The New York Times, 
Maclean's, The Walrus, Plenitude, the Winnipeg Free Press, and other publications. She is the winner of a 
Lambda Literary Award for Best Transgender Fiction and received an Honour of Distinction from 
The Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize for LGBTQ Emerging Writers. She lives in 
Windsor, Ontario. 
  

Praise for LITTLE FISH 
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I have never felt as seen, understood, or spoken to as I did when I read Little Fish. Never before in my 
life. Casey remains one of THE authors to read if you want to understand the interior lives of trans 
women in this century. -Meredith Russo, author of If I Was Your Girl 

A touching and beautiful novel. -The Independent (UK) 

Rather than downplaying transness in some effort to normalize or simplify it, Plett centres it ... While 
she acknowledges the absolute uniqueness of individual experience, she also honours a loosely held 
trans culture, a shared palette of pain and loss, and a collective heroism (though the author herself 
might be reticent to call it that). For those of us outside this experience, we can only count ourselves 
lucky to have Plett's novel, a book that invites us to witness something so important, so complex, and 
so tender. -Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW) 

A hard-hitting, beautiful, and thought-provoking novel ... It will break you, and build you back up. -
Casey the Canadian Lesbrarian 

Little Fish is ultimately not about the past but about the present -- and looking forward to trans futures 
... A friend recently told me that one of the things she appreciates about Plett's work is how she so 
clearly writes for trans women. But the novel also deserves a wide audience. Every reader can get this 
part: being a trans woman is exhausting. -The Globe and Mail 

There is a dark place most novels don't touch. If you've ever been there, maybe you know how 
exhilarating it can be to read a book like this, a book that captures the darkness so honestly, so 
accurately, that you can finally begin to let it go. Fearless and messy and oozing with love, Little Fish is 
a devastating book that I don't ever want to be without. 
-Zoey Leigh Peterson, author of Next Year, For Sure 

It's a confident, moving work that reports unflinchingly on the lives of trans women in Winnipeg. But 
more than that, it's also an honest and heartbreaking, and sometimes funny, look at a group of friends 
trying to come to terms with themselves and their world ... Little Fish is a powerful and important 
debut. Plett has masterfully painted her characters as both deeply complex and relatable. -National Post 

Plett has captured the multitude of emotions and decisions that can overwhelm our lives, from 
loneliness and self-destruction to the redemptive power of family and self-love. -The Advocate ("Best 
Books of the Year") 
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DAVIDE ORECCHIO 

OPEN HISTORY   

CLIENT: GIULIA PIETROSANTI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. IN ITALIAN (672 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): SEPTEMBER 2021 
PUBLISHER: BOMPIANI 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH AND GERMAN 

For all other rights please contact Giulia Pietrosanti 
giulia@pietrosantiagenzia.it 

“But now. The truth. Who tells it?” An open-ended, ongoing form of history is necessary to 
know the last century as it moves further away from us. We need to listen to and to rewrite 
history, otherwise we’ll forget it. A son searches for the voice of his father through the 
fragments of his words, reconstructing and reinventing the life of a twentieth-century man.  

“Who are we?” we wonder at the beginning of this novel. “We are ignorant. We are, in billions of 
pixels, the inheritors,” the ones who now live outside of historical linearity, where the only way to 
understand our fathers is to study. And so, in the beginning, there is a baby father, just born and yet 
already prepared to face the twentieth century because he is a “diachronic child,” a “durational 
creature.”  

Thanks to the words he wrote—because the diachronic children left heaps of words, with their 
crooked handwriting, their typed documents, telegrams, articles, folders—we can follow his footsteps 
across the “short century,” which was by no means short for those who, like him, lived it for every 
single heartbeat.  

A Fascist education, his love for Michela, Ethiopia, the Greek-Albanian front; his awakening, his 
support of Communism, the Resistance; political militancy which absorbs every other calling in life, 
including that of father and writer; terrorism, followed by the destiny of the party, then the truth, and 
the loss of identity; old age as a “watery lens” through which to try to still believe.  

This is the fate of Pietro Migliorisi, protagonist of Storia Aperta and heteronym of so many men and 
women of his generation: Davide Orecchio brings them back to life through a dizzying interweaving 
of his own words and of those (largely unpublished until now) left by his father, Alfredo Orecchio, 
along with the writing of many supporting figures, for whom the book offers a moving final note. In 
these pages, a modern nekyia takes place, the re-evocation of people who lived in another time, when 
the sun shone on the future, producing a novel in which the dust of many voices comes together to 
comprise a single voice.  

Davide Orecchio follows the mystery of an un- known father, investigates the possible trajectories, 
adhering to strict documentary accuracy, though at the same time allowing for the imagination to fill 
gaps, and to dream destinies. In the silence of the past, in the darkness of ink, he looks for light.  
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How to free oneself from the totalitarianism of Fascism (a totalitarianism that is mental, even before 
it’s political)? This is the story of a man who “came back to life” as an anti-Fascist and who fought to 
stay one until the day he died. This novel is a heart-wrenching record of what remains unknowable 
between fathers and sons. In chasing after the truth of his father, the author commits a great act in the 
name of loyalty, and at the same time declares that only through re- inventing history can we come to 
understand it.  

Davide Orecchio gives voice to a period close to us, yet already far away; in retracing the parable of a 
man, he investigates in a Borgesian manner the possible trajectories of an entire century, moving along 
the border between historiographical accuracy and literary invention. It is a book of stratified, musical 
prose: completely unique in today’s literary panorama, both in and beyond Italy.  

DAVIDE ORECCHIO has published the short story collections Città distrutte. Sei biogra- fie infedeli 
(Gaffi 2012, new edition il Saggiatore 2018, winner of the Premio SuperMondello and the Mondello 
Opera Italiana 2012) and Mio pa- dre la rivoluzione (minimum fax 2017, winner of the Premio Campiello 
Selezione Giuria dei Let- terati 2018). His two previous novels are Stati di grazia (il Saggiatore 2014) 
and Il regno dei fossili (il Saggiatore 2019).	 

PRAISE 

“And an Open Story it is, in fact, a work that tries to tell the story of the father and, with it, of the 
country, through a fictional narration which, however, has its feet firmly anchored in the historical 
reality thanks to a capillary work of research and restitution of sources. Thus, nothing is left to chance 
and everything - sensations, episodes, events, atmospheres - can be linked to pre-existing texts, 
manuals, newspaper articles, the many handwritten works left by Alfredo Orecchio which certainly 
represent the backbone of the story but which open to the most disparate names and sources: from 
the most noble - Angelo Del Boca, Ennio Flaiano, Carlo Cassola, Giorgio Amendola, Franco 
Calamandrei, Pietro Ingrao, Miriam Mafai, Giaime Pintor - to many others - Mario Alicata , Rosario 
Bentivegna, Luca Canali, Carla Capponi. (…) 

Open History is the story of a betrayal, of a century towards his children, of ideals that have slipped away 
through his fingers without having the strength of that long-awaited revolution. In the same way it is 
the betrayal of the children towards a century that had also offered the paths of possible change: “You 
were talking about the revolution ”, the son says to his father “You were waiting for the revolution. In the 
kingdom. But you weren’t making it. You were asking for it from your kingdom". And what was in the Fascist 
kingdom will have no better fate in the following decades. If the Resistance, in its being action, seems 
to be the spark that will lead to change, the years to come will be the scene of an illusion, of a freedom 
conditioned first by the strict rules of the party and then by its inexorable surrender facing a deeply 
corrupt world that no longer feels on its skin the marks of what it used to be. 

In the parable of Migliorisi, as a promising young man electrocuted on the way to action, a perhaps 
innocent son of the past who crushed many - " fifteen-year- olds torn to pieces by spring " as De Gregori 
sang in Il Cuoco di Salò - yet capable of that redemption, a partisan of the Resistance first and then a 
militat communist, we can grasp the parable of a country that has been lost, that has not been able to 
fully come to terms with its own past and that, instead, at a certain point, has looked with sinister 
interest at that past in order not to severe the threads of its union, of a common will, of an immobile 
time, of this " journey through the years " to which an unwritten ending remains, a hope, a way out that 
the fathers will not be here to see and which is entrusted to the children.” L’Indiependente 
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“Some of today's best Italian writers are stepping into the arena and among them Davide Orecchio 
deserves a prominent place. His novel Storia aperta (Bompiani) is one of the best of this season. 
Orecchio would be a strong candidate for the next Strega.” Avvenire 
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SEAN GREGORY 

THREE GRAVES  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (310 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE (UK, NA – please contact Helen 
Edwards helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk) 
 
 
 

We’ve reserved three graves for you, Mr Burgess. One for your body, one for your books and one for 
your ego.  

John Wilson dreamt of becoming a renowned composer but set aside music for literature, writing 
under the name Anthony Burgess.  
Decades later, having become a celebrated writer and in Manchester for a book signing, he encounters 
three spectres from his. They refer to him as Our Jackie, and he senses the façade of Burgess begin to 
crumble. Walking rain-soaked streets he is drawn back to his past lives in pre-independent Malaya, 
wartime London, 1960s Europe, and 1970s America. Traversing continents, this once working-class 
lad becomes one of twentieth century Europe's literary greats, but what of those left behind, and of 
those bound to him and is it possible to recreate your own history?  
 
SEAN GREGORY was born in Manchester and teaches creative writing at Leeds Arts University. 
He is an award-winning playwright. He lives in Hebden Bridge with his wife and two children. 
 
 
 

PRAISE  
 

A bold, gripping and audacious debut. What its subject Anthony Burgess would make of it is uncertain, 
but he'd surely have to acknowledge its literary power and inarguable success as novel.'  
Benjamin Myers. 
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VALENTINA D’URBANO 

THREE DROPS OF WATER   

CLIENT: GIULIA PIETROSANTI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. IN ITALIAN (372 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): JUNE 2021 
PUBLISHER: MONDADORI 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH AND GERMAN 

For all other rights please contact Giulia Pietrosanti 
giulia@pietrosantiagenzia.it 

Celeste and Nadir are not siblings, they are not even related, they don’t have a 
single drop of blood in common, and yet they are the two end-points in an equation that ties them 
inextricably to each other. Binding them together is Pietro, Celeste’s half-brother through her father, 
and Nadir’s half-brother through his mother. Pietro, who is nearly ten years older than them, divides 
his time between the two families, and both of his younger siblings are crazy about him. Celeste is with 
him when she falls for the first time and, from an innocent jump off the slide, fractures her foot. A 
few months later, it’s the turn of two of her fingers, and then her wrist. At eight years old, she discovers 
as a result that she has a rare genetic illness that makes her bones as fragile as glass: a small shove, a 
bump against a corner, or even too tight a hug is enough to break her. But yet another calamity is about 
to upset her childhood: her encounter with Nadir, her brother’s brother, who up until then had been 
nothing more than a name to her, a stranger. Nadir is ugly, gruff, indomitable, and he has a harshness 
that seems made specifically to hurt her. Ferocious jealousy takes root between the two children, a 
fierce competition to win over the love of their brother, who, caught up in his studies and in politics, 
has only distracted affection left over for them. Celeste understands right away that Nadir is a threat, 
but she can’t imagine that that hostility, growing, will transform into a strange form of attraction and 
reciprocal dependence, a sticky bond that they can’t confess, though it will dominate their lives for the 
next twenty-five years. And when Pietro, their first love and the axis around which their lives continue 
to rotate, leaves for one of his trips to Syria and disappears, the precarious architecture of their 
relationship risks crumbling once and for all. With her seventh novel, Valentina D’Urbano confirms 
herself as a pure and wide-ranging talent, capable of anchoring her characters in a current setting that’s 
both complex and contradictory, of exploring the fragility and the resilience of the body and the 
invincibility of certain ties, so special and so secret as to be undefinable. Like the relation between 
Celeste and Nadir, who are nothing in the Italian language, and yet in this story are everything.  

VALENTINA D’URBANO, born in Rome in 1985, graduated from the IED in illustration and 
multimedia animation. In 2010 she won the first edition of the IoScrittore literary competition 
organized by the Mauri Spagnol publishing group. She has since published several novels: Il rumore dei 
tuoi passi, in 2012; Acquanera in 2013; Quella vita che ci manca in 2014 (for which she received the Rapallo 
Carige award in 2015), Alfredo in 2015, Non aspettare la notte in 2016 and Isola di neve in 2018. 
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VALERIO CALLIERI  

THE FURIES   

CLIENT: GIULIA PIETROSANTI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. IN ITALIAN (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): APRIL 2021 
PUBLISHER: FELTRINELLI 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH AND GERMAN 

For all other rights please contact Giulia Pietrosanti 
giulia@pietrosantiagenzia.it 

What happens when we reveal an act of violence endured long ago? What are the emotions and the 
forms that justice could possibly take? And in the meantime, what person has the culprit become? 
Clementina, driving her car with her son Matteo, hits the scooter of a girl, and then drives off without 
trying to help. Disoriented by the sudden appearance of Leonardo, thirty years after the last time they 
met, she didn’t notice the red traffic light. In a few seconds, the man brought back to the surface the 
abuse that she was never able to recognize as violence. But Leonardo saw Clementina, too, and noticed 
that boy sitting in the passenger seat, intuiting from the resemblance that he must be the father. Matteo, 
meanwhile, is worried about the girl and he tracks her down. The two start to spend time together and, 
little by little, become closer, both attracted by how different the other is: Matteo, ironic and aimless; 
Giulia, an activist involved in an anti-trafficking association. Even though Clementina pokes fun at the 
girl’s “do-gooder” ideas, the clash of their two visions of the world allows her to confront the hurt she 
has repressed, and Leonardo himself. In the background, with the goal of finding the killer of a 
Nigerian prostitute who disappeared in the area, the Furies are taking action: they are a mysterious 
group that punishes men accused of sexual abuse, inspired by Dante’s contrapasso, by which sinners 
suffer a fate that mirrors their crimes. Valerio Callieri reaffirms his ability to bring into play, through 
the “private matters” of his characters, those burning questions that run through our society—explicit 
acts of violence against women as well as ones that are more difficult to recognize, but aren’t for that 
reason any less tragic and painful, and how complicated remembering can be. 

 

VALERIO CALLIERI was born in Rome in 1980. He wrote and directed the documentary I nomi 
del padre. He lives in Ciampino, on the edge of the Raccordo Anulare motorway orbiting Rome and the 
airplanes taking off from the airport. Feltrinelli published his novel Teorema dell’incompletezza (2017), 
which won the Premio Italo Calvino.	 
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GIORGIO SCIANNA 

BEES DON’T SEE RED   

CLIENT: GIULIA PIETROSANTI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. IN ITALIAN (288 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): MAY 2021 
PUBLISHER: EINAUDI 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH AND GERMAN 

For all other rights please contact Giulia Pietrosanti 
giulia@pietrosantiagenzia.it 

On an evening like any other, Giulio is coming back from the office, when he 
finds a swarm of journalists waiting for him in front of the gate to his house in Pavia. At the other end 
of the country, a car has hit and killed a little girl. An accident like so many others – except that it was 
a self-driving car, and the engineer who worked on the project was none other than Giulio. Up to a 
moment earlier he was just a regular husband and father, with a secure job, a family who loved him 
and was waiting for him at home for dinner: now he’s at the center of a siege. There are the fights with 
his wife, the arguments with his teenaged children, the local reports spreading rumors, and, above all, 
the defense strategy to prepare with his lawyer. And so, while Tania tries to save their marriage, Clara 
withdraws more and more into herself and Ale takes care of one of the struggling children with whom 
he coaches soccer, Giulio suddenly finds himself in the eye of the hurricane. Who is responsible for 
that death: the driver or the engineer? The trial starts, his conversations with the judge are a 
psychological duel, a heated back and forth, and at the same time a tight dance for two. Between the 
fast pace of a courtroom novel and the intimate story of a family facing the hardest of challenges, 
Scianna confronts yet-unexplored subjects, which deal with the ethics of the future, artificial 
intelligence, and the murky areas of our own individual responsibilities. Bees Don’t See Red is a novel 
that calls us to the stand, interrogates us, asking us the right questions to understand the world that 
surrounds us. And, at the same time, it opens the doors to the debate that in the coming years will 
weigh heavily on public discourse and, maybe, will reshape our own morals. No Italian author speaks 
to younger Italian readers and to their parents like Giorgio Scianna.  

 

GIORGIO SCIANNA was born in 1964 in Pavia, where he still lives while working in Milan. With 
Einaudi he published the novels Fai di te la notte (2007, winner of the Premio Comisso), Diciotto secondi 
prima dell’alba (2014), the widely successful La regola dei pesci (2017, winner of the Premio internazionale 
di letteratura Città di Como) and Cose più grandi di noi (2019, winner of the Premio Grazia Deledda). He 
is the author of the play La palestra (2011), brought to the stage in a production directed by Veronica 
Cruciani.  
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MARILYNE FORTIN  
THE VEGETABLE PLOT 
 
CLIENT: AGENCE CD 
PUBLISHER: QUÉBEC AMÉRIQUE 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2017 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPTS (360 
PP) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 
Nominated for the Prix des Horizons Imaginaires 
 
What if you had to wear a mask and gloves all the time? What if you had to buy food with coupons? 
Get rid of your cats because you can’t feed them anymore? Ride a bicycle because there is no more 
gasoline? What if the apocalypse was slowly, insidiously coming? 
 
Since a deadly virus has spread throughout the world, Caroline sees her world change every week. 
Between two anxiety attacks, she must nevertheless take care of her two young boys as best she can. 
Everything that used to be simple has become difficult. Even feeding herself. The residents of her 
neighborhood decide to get together to grow a vegetable garden... but the most mundane things now 
take on dramatic overtones. 
How far will her neighbors go to protect their crops now that everyone is a competitor in this race for 
survival? And how far will Caroline herself go? 
 
MARILYNE FORTIN has had a passion for writing since high school. In 2002, while she was 
studying to become a teacher, one of her texts was published for the first time. Entitled "The Two 
Green Dogs", this fantastic short story gave her hope of one day publishing a larger work, which would 
happen in 2014 with the publication of La Fabrica. For seven years, between her job as a teacher and 
her daily life as a young mother, she carried out her ambitious project, researching and writing in her 
spare time. Upon its release, the historical novel generated significant media interest and was a finalist 
for the 2015 Governor General's Literary Award. In 2016, La Fabrica won the Grand Prix littéraire de 
la ville de Sherbrooke. 
A graduate in History, Marilyne Fortin loves combining fiction and fact. In 2017, she published Le 
Potager, a dystopian novel partially overtaken by (harsh) reality in 2020 and nominated for the Prix des 
Horizons Imaginaires 2018.  
She is working on screenwriting projects as well as on her third novel. 
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MARILYNE FORTIN  
LA FABRICA 
 
CLIENT: AGENCE CD 
PUBLISHER: QUÉBEC AMÉRIQUE 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2014 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (560 
PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH (EUROPE) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 

Finalist for the 2015 Governor General's Literary Award. 
Winner of the Grand Prix littéraire de la ville de Sherbrooke. 

 
 
Blaise believed that he had left behind the misery of his childhood. That, despite the stigma of his past, 
he would become an accomplished painter. But while in the year of our Lord 1539 the Renaissance 
was spreading its lights over Europe, that light didn’t easily reach those who, like him, came from 
society’s underbelly. 
 
The young man was destined for a promising career as a painter before his plans fell apart. Now he is 
forced to work for Gaspar De Vallon, an arrogant and ambitious surgeon. Not only does he take 
advantage of Blaise's talent to illustrate La Fabrica, his grand anatomical treatise, but he forces him to 
do more and more dissections of corpses and, above all, to embark on a frantic and illegal quest to 
unearth fresh bodies in the cemeteries of Paris... 
 
However, his encounter with Marie-Ursule, an enigmatic prostitute with whom Blaise will form an 
unlikely friendship, will change the course of this journey. Captivated by the young woman’s particular 
beauty, he will feel his artist's soul being reborn and, with it, his will to thwart, at all costs, the bad luck 
that has so far haunted him. 
 
MARILYNE FORTIN has had a passion for writing since high school. In 2002, while she was 
studying to become a teacher, one of her texts was published for the first time. Entitled "The Two 
Green Dogs", this fantastic short story gave her hope of one day publishing a larger work, which would 
happen in 2014 with the publication of La Fabrica. For seven years, between her job as a teacher and 
her daily life as a young mother, she carried out her ambitious project, researching and writing in her 
spare time. Upon its release, the historical novel generated significant media interest and was a finalist 
for the 2015 Governor General's Literary Award. In 2016, La Fabrica won the Grand Prix littéraire de 
la ville de Sherbrooke. 
A graduate in History, Marilyne Fortin loves combining fiction and fact. In 2017, she published Le 
Potager, a dystopian novel partially overtaken by (harsh) reality in 2020 and nominated for the Prix des 
Horizons Imaginaires 2018.  
She is working on screenwriting projects as well as on her third novel. 
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PRAISE 

 
"Let's say it right away, La Fabrica, Marilyne Fortin's first novel, is undeniably original (…) 
Fortin wields her pen with finesse and precision. Her language is raw but controlled; the descriptions 
are sometimes bloodcurdling.” 
Le Devoir 
 
"A dense brick of a novel, written in a rich and precise language, so much so that one could be led to 
believe that it is the work of a Renaissance author.” 
La Tribune 
 
"Beautifully researched, solidly constructed, and brought to life with engaging characters, La Fabrica is 
an exemplary historical novel." 
L'Actualité 
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SIMON EDGE 

THE END OF THE 
WORLD IS FLAT  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP)  
PUB DATE (UK): AUGUST 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 

A time is coming when men will 
go mad, and when they see someone who is not mad, they will attack him, saying, ‘You are mad; you are 

not like us’ 
St Anthony the Great 

 
Mel Winterbourne’s modest map-making charity, the Orange Peel Foundation, has achieved 
all its aims and she’s ready to shut it down. But glamorous tech billionaire Joey Talavera has 
other ideas. He hijacks the foundation for his own purpose: to convince the world that the 
earth is flat. 
Using the dark arts of social media at his new master’s behest, Mel’s ruthless young successor, 
Shane Foxley, turns science on its head. He persuades gullible online zealots that old-style 
‘globularism’ is hateful. Teachers and airline pilots face ruin if they reject the new ‘True Earth’ 
orthodoxy. 
Can Mel and her fellow heretics – vilified as ‘True-Earth Rejecting Globularists’ (Tergs) – 
thwart Orange Peel before insanity takes over? Might the solution to the problem lie in the 
15th century? 
Using his trademark mix of history and satire to poke fun at modern foibles, Simon Edge is 
at his razor-sharp best in a caper that may be more relevant than you think. 
 
SIMON EDGE was born in Chester and read philosophy at Cambridge University. He was 
editor of the pioneering London paper Capital Gay before becoming a gossip columnist on 
the Evening Standard and then a feature writer on the Daily Express, where he was also a theatre 
critic for many years. He has an MA in Creative Writing from City University, London. His 
novel The Hopkins Conundrum, published in 2017, was longlisted for the Waverton Good Read 
Award. His second novel, The Hurtle of Hell, was published in 2018. He lives in Suffolk. 

FICTIO
N

 / N
O

V
EL 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

50 

 
PRAISE  

 
‘In between punching the air and shouting “yes!”, I laughed so hard I nearly fell in my 
cauldron. A masterpiece’ Julie Bindel 
 
‘A bracingly sharp satire on the sleep of reason and the tyranny of twaddle. Simon Edge 
reveals how extraordinary delusions have the power to captivate us – until, one by one, we 
start coming to our senses’ Francis Wheen, author of How Mumbo-Jumbo Conquered the 
World 
 
‘A highly-entertaining satire about ideology, social media manipulation, and lobbying 
fiefdoms that have overstayed their welcome. This is Animal Farm for the era of gender 
lunacy, with jokes - and, right now, we all need a laugh’ Jane Harris, author of Sugar Money 
 
‘A satire that skewers the insanity of gender-identity ideology with the wit and brilliance of a 
modern-day Swift’ Helen Joyce, author of Trans: When Ideology 
Meets Reality 
 
‘Inspired… Edge has glorious, madcap fun… He holds social foibles and cod science up to 
ridicule with grace, wit and charm’  Helen Dale, The Critic 
 
‘This book is very, very funny. It’s also way too convincing as a horror story – Simon Edge 
writes a completely believable account of how this kind of ideology could seep into great 
institutions. And possibly, in another form, did’ Gillian Philip 
 
‘Without mercy, this merry romp punctures the idiocy that would turn language and good 
sense upside down and try to divide us all into either true believers or bigots. It is a frightening 
reminder of what happens when we reject the power of dialogue’  Simon Fanshawe 
 
‘Well-crafted, humane and engaging. More than a clever jab at trans ideology, it stands alone 
both as a modern morality tale charting one man’s descent into lies, and a warning about the 
vulnerability of the liberal values upon which modern society rests’  Jo Bartosch, Lesbian 
& Gay News 
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STILL AVAILABLE 
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RONAN HESSION 

PANENKA  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS SOLD: SLOVAKIA 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKS ARE MY BAG AWARD 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE IRISH NOVEL OF THE YEAR  

AND  
IRISH LIBRARIES OF THE YEAR AWARDS. 

 
 

"His name was Joseph, but for years they had called him Panenka, a name that was his sadness and his story." 
 
Panenka has spent 25 years living with the disastrous mistakes of his past, which have made him an 
exile in his hometown and cost him his dearest relationships. 
Now aged 50, Panenka begins to rebuild an improvised family life with his estranged daughter and her 
seven-year-old son. Faced with losing everything, he meets Esther, a woman who has come to live in 
the town to escape her own disappointments. Together, they find resonance in each other's experiences 
and learn new ways to let love into their broken lives. 
 
  
RONAN HESSION, also known as the Dublin-based songwriter Mumblin' Deaf Ro, is the 
bestselling author of Leonard and Hungry Paul (over 40 000 copies sold), shortlisted for several 
literary prizes incl. the Irish Book of The Year and British Book of The Year, and the One 
Dublin One Book pick of 2021. 
 

PRAISE FOR PANENKA 

"A timeless and touchingly singular story of regret and redemption " Waterstones 

"... a tonic for our times... Hession's writing is absolutely beautiful... " The New European 

"Ronan Hession is not just a fine writer but one of Ireland’s most original thinkers on literary matters 
and the craft of good writing." The Sunday Times 
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“It’s as good on the world’s most popular sport as Fever Pitch was, and former goalie Albert Camus 
would be proud of this diehard Watford fan. What Hession brings to his work is a songwriter’s 
sensibility, so his novels feel like a long song as he returns again and again to the damage humans can 
cause when they can’t – or won’t – be honest with one another, or themselves. The relationship 
between the taciturn Panenka and his daughter is one any father can relate to as they dance around 
their feelings... Fans of his debut have been sweating that this might be the literary version of that 
difficult second album, but they needn’t worry as Hession has struck this one sweetly into the back of 
the net.” Louder Than War 

“Panenka is a subtle masterpiece: the fascinating painting on the cover art could not be more 
appropriate. With careful, intentional strokes, Hession paints a word-portrait of a man who is neither 
better nor worse than any of us: he is simply a flawed human being who has made mistakes, who faces 
obstacles, who tries to live his life in relation to those around him. A good heart beats at the centre of 
this book, and though Panenka is sadder in tone than Hession’s first novel, it still has that warm glow 
of gentle faith in humanity, in the power of connection, in finding a way in the world that makes sense 
for each one of us. It is a beautiful book, and I loved it.” Helspells 
 
“Rónán Hession is an exceptional writer. He creates the most beautiful stories with the most 
gorgeous, yet ordinary, characters and, with a stroke of a pen, captures the reader and immerses them 
completely into his world. Contemplative and expressive, Panenka is quite simply a joy to read, and 
reread again. A novel with great depth exploring human fragility and vulnerability, Panenka is another 
extraordinary read from an extraordinary writer.”  Swirl and Thread 
 
“Panenka is a great novel. 
It’s a great novel about life and a great novel about people. 
But it is also a great novel about football. And Hession is not afraid to admit it.” Niall Bourke 
 
 

PRAISE FOR LEONARD AND HUNGRY PAUL  
 

'God, what a voice Ronan has. It is spectacular and already feels like a cult classic. I was absolutely hooked.' - Donal 
Ryan, Man Booker and Costa listed author. 
 
‘It is a beautiful work of art.’ Irish Book of The Year winner and Women’s Prize short listed – Kit de 
Waal. 
 
‘A gentle masterpiece.’ Foyles – Book of The Month  
 
« What book last changed your thinking? » 
 
« Leonard and Hungry Paul by Rónán Hession. It’s about the most profound things: kindness, ordinary people. I 
loved it because it made me think differently about what books can be and what life is like. » 
Kit de Waal, Interview in the new Statesman 
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EMANUELA BARASCH-RUBINSTEIN 

DELIVERY  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (292 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. HEBREW AND 
ENGLISH (UK) 
 

 
 

When Daphne becomes pregnant, it isn’t only her life that changes...  

For her husband Amir, for their parents, and for their friends Guy and Abigail, the pregnancy and 
birth force them all to look at their own lives, at what they want, at their pasts and their futures. Each 
person has a different perspective of the delivery, and of the complexity of having a child: the 
difference between men and women, a changing self-perception of parents, conflicts between work 
and parenthood.  

Lives are changed, and the equilibrium each of them has achieved is fundamentally disturbed until, 
after the delivery, they can find a new balance for the future.  

 
EMANUELA BARASCH-RUBINSTEIN is a writer and a scholar in the Humanities. Her parents 
fled their homes in Eastern Europe and immigrated at to Israel, and Emanuela was born in Jerusalem. 
Her father was the noted art historian Moshe Barasch. Emauela studied in the faculty of the 
Humanities at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her PhD is in Comparative Religion and Literature. 
She was part of the Comparative Religions graduate program at Tel Aviv University; now she is part 
of the Nevzlin Center for Jewish Peoplehood Studies at the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in Herzlya. 
She is currently living in Tel Aviv.  
 

PRAISE FOR THE DELIVERY 

“Giving birth is almost never depicted in fiction. I don’t remember ever reading such a description of 
a delivery, neither in Hebrew fiction nor in world literature.” Interview with Alit Karp, literary critic 
of Haaretz and Makor Rishon  

“The book focuses on daily issues and touches the deepest places... I loved the novel and kept thinking 
about it long after reading it.” Lee Yanini, reviewer in the The Israeli Librarian Journal  
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“... a very profound novel, polished and complex. It is practically impossible to put it down until the 
very end. Barasch Rubinstein is an extraordinary writer...” Review in Chi Tarbut  

 
PRAISE FOR FIVE SELVES 

 
 ‘The stories are important in the way they portray the intricate formation of an Israeli identity, and 
shed new light in the complexity of Israeli life; yet they go beyond this, revealing a profound 
understanding of wider human – and humanistic – themes and a fresh, significant artistic voice.’ 
Aharon Appelfeld 
 
“Lean, beautiful writing . . .This anthology is a highly visual, spiritual gem.” —Publisher’s Weekly 
starred review 
 
“A memorable and singular voice.” The Mail on Sunday 

“Some writers dwell on flesh and furnishings, others, like Emanuela Barasch-Rubinstein, look deep 
into interior lives. Five Selves is a mindscape masterpiece.” Jewish Chronicle  

“These stories are brilliant and highly original. They movingly depict the inner lives of the characters, 
and the impact is as gripping and dramatic as any thriller." Miriam Gross  
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CARMEN BARBIERI  

LOOKING FOR MY NAME   

CLIENT: GIULIA PIETROSANTI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. IN ITALIAN (224 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): JANUARY 2021 
PUBLISHER: FELTRINELLI 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH AND GERMAN 
 

AN INCENDIARY DEBUT NOVEL!  

Picked as “One of the new Italian voices of 2021” by IlLibraio.it 

Anna and her father have always been like “two puppets moved by the same hand”; the threads that 
bind them destined never to break.  

But, of course, they must – they always do - and when she is nineteen, after a devastating illness Anna’s 
father dies. Their connection was so strong that, by losing him, Anna’s sense of self starts to blur. 
Without being able to mirror herself in his gaze Anna feels that she’s become nonexistent. Mourning 
him then becomes, necessarily, a search for her own self.  

After moving from Naples to Rome, Anna has to find a way to make a living - her mother can't support 
her nor does Anna want to become a burden to her -, so she turns to a priest who has helped her 
roommate find a job as a cleaner. The priest, however, offers her a better paid job in a strip club.  

Unsettled, Anna first wants to refuse but, torn between repulsion and fascination, finally accepts.  

Her experience at the strip club, muscles straining to grip the pole, fending off unwanted advances, is 
interspersed with resurfacing memories of her childhood in the somber alleys of Naples, the vigils her 
grandmother took her to, the afternoons spent doing homework with the twins Alfredo and Cristina. 
And always death, from the mysterious rites of that special brand of Neapolitan Christianity to her 
father’s disappearance that uprooted her life. How then to find a way to go on living despite the 
omnipresence of death?  

Carmen Barbieri's writing is incandescent, a miracle of light and shadow, it masterfully blends the 
realms of flesh, emotions and spirit and echoes with biblical reminiscences even when recounting the 
profoundly profane. And it tells of loss, and of the risk of losing oneself. Cercando il mio nome is a 
dazzling debut novel - powerful, sincere, raw.  

CARMEN BARBIERI, born in Naples in 1984, is a writer and and a promising actress (Hystrio prize 
2014 for young actors). Some of her short stories have been published by "Abbiamo le prove", 
"Minima&moralia", "Rivista inutile", "Reader For Blind", "Lahar magazine", "Futura - Corriere della 
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Sera". She is the author of a thesis in Philosophy of Language on Jerzy Grotowski's Poor Theatre. 
Cercando il mio nome is her debut novel. 

 

PRAISE 

“A carnal religiosity never abandons the protagonist, who feels suspended between the world of the 
living and that of the dead. A very original and powerful piece of writing.” 
RAI Cultura 
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BETTINA WOHLFARTH 

WAGFALL’S LEGACY  
  
CLIENT: AGENTUR HERBACH & HAASE 
MATERIAL: FULL GERMAN MS. (440 PP) + 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): MARCH 2019 
PUBLISHER: OSBURG VERLAG 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCEPT GERMAN 
 
 

On the shortlist for the Klaus Michael Kühne Prize for the best German-
language debut novel. 

 

1996: Viktor Wagfall knows he hasn’t much longer to live. Every day he sits down at his desk to rescue 
in extremis a never-told secret from final oblivion: who was Isidor Schweig? 

At the end of the 1930s and during the Second World War, Wagfall lived under this very name as an 
art forger in Paris, painting virtuoso copies of painters such as Courbet, Renoir, Bonnard and Matisse. 
His story takes us behind the scenes of the systematic confiscation of Jewish art collections in Nazi-
occupied France. As a painter and forger, Schweig collaborated with Nazi-loyal art dealers, but also 
maintained a friendship with Rose Valland, who was the only Frenchwoman to remain at the Jeu de 
Paume museum, secretly cataloguing the looted artworks stocked there so that it might be traced after 
the war.  

Above all, Wagfall wants to document a painting that he has secretly kept since the war. Whoever finds 
it one day should know its history and thus Wagfall's, alias Isidor Schweig's, love for Adèle Bertin, 
movingly inscribed within the painting itself. 

The present: Many years after his death, Viktor’s daughter Karolin Wagfall, who lives as a 
photographer in Paris, accidentally comes across the manuscript and the painting while cleaning out 
the family home. Is it a masterful copy of Henri Matisse's Odalisque assise? Or could it even be the 
original, looted by the Nazis together with the rest of Paul Rosenberg's incredible art collection? 
Karolin takes her find back to Paris and, with her camera, sets out to retrace* her father's nearly 
vanished footsteps. She can no longer avoid his legacy, even the intangible one. A series of photographs 
emerges, which she pins on the walls of her study, image by image, as she types Wagfall's manuscript 
into the computer. There, the Odalisque assise has already found a temporary place and awaits a final, 
shocking, revelation. 

BETTINA WOHLFARTH was born in 1963 and studied German language and literature, 
philosophy and theater studies. She has lived in Paris since 1990, where she has spent the last few years 
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working as a freelance translator and journalist, specializing in art and art history, which she has always 
loved. She regularly reports on the Paris art market for the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. Wagfall's 
Legacy is her debut novel. 

 

PRAISE 

Almost everything in this book is real, except for the main character: Bettina Wohlfarth's historical 
novel "Wagfalls Erbe" takes us to Paris in the 1930s. 

At the beginning, it's a bit like Woody Allen's movie "Midnight in Paris." In her debut novel, Bettina 
Wohlfarth, a translator and journalist, transports the reader to the pulsating city of light in the thirties. 
Together with Isidor Schweig, a young painter from Stuttgart, one wanders the streets of the French 
capital in the summer heat of 1936, full of life and still carefree. You can almost feel the shimmering 
blue air that caresses Isidor when he arrives. "In this air was my future." You accompany him to his 
new apartment on the fifth floor of a cheap apartment in Montmartre, from the bedroom you look 
with him over "the silver-grey Parisian zinc roofs with their innumerable miniature clay chimneys," 
from the studio and living room to the back of the Moulin Rouge wings… 

Bettina Wohlfarth has interwoven Viktor Wagfall's report with a wealth of background knowledge 
about the Nazi art theft that could probably also have been a meticulously researched non-fiction 
book. But what a boon that it isn’t! For then the reader would have missed out on this moving, 
linguistically powerful and atmospherically dense novel of art, history and Paris, which remains exciting 
until the very end, when the secret about (Isidor’s lover) Adèle and a mysterious Matisse painting is 
finally revealed. FAZ 

An exciting novel that integrates historical facts into a German family story. In Wagfalls Erbe, Bettina 
Wohlfarth skillfully combines two narrative threads: the fictional "Notes of a Melancholic Art Forger" 
by Viktor Emanuel Wagfall, which his daughter Karolin finds in the family home after the death of 
her parents, and the subsequent search for clues by the freelance photographer. The city of Paris - 80 
years ago and today - is observed and described in loving detail. Handelsblatt 
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MICHEL GOUJON 

THE DISOBEDIENCE OF 
ANDREAS KUPPLER 
WITH A PREFACE BY FRANZ-OLIVIER 
GIESBERT  
  
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS HÉLOÏSE D’ORMESSON 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MS. (192 PP)  
PUB DATE (D): NOVEMBER 2020 
PUBLISHER: ÉDITIONS HÉLOÏSE 
D’ORMESSON 
RIGHTS HELD: GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Charlotte Nocitau cn@editions-
heloisedormesson.com 
 

 
February 1936. The Olympic Games held in the Bavarian town of Garmisch-Partenkirchen have been 
a successful public relations campaign for the Nazis. As the Third Reich is triumphantly taking shape, 
Andreas Kuppler, a sports journalist, is going through an existential crisis. Has he turned into a Nazi 
puppet when he became a member of the NSDAP in order to keep his Press card? His wife 
Magdalena’s depression only intensifies his unease. Over the last years, their infertility has become a 
strain on their fragile couple, and the governments blunt urging that procreation is a patriotic duty for 
German women adds to Magdalena’s stress. Her only comfort is that Hitler accessed to power, thus 
assuring the prosperity of their country. But she worries about her husband’s doubts regarding the 
Chancellor of the Reich.  
When the manhunt for enemies of the government intensifies, Andreas’ name appears on a list of 
suspected dissenters. The Gestapo wants to take him down, whatever the cost. The noose is tightening 
around the Kupplers’ necks, awakening the desire of resistance in one and reinforcing the blind 
devotion to the Führer in the other... 
 
Born in Saint-Tropez, MICHEL GOUJON worked in a major publishing group. Liana Levi 
published his first novel, La Mandrague, in 2009.  

PRAISE 

This skillfully told and riveting novel lets us glimpse inside an ordinary German caught up in 
extraordinary turmoil. Andreas Kuppler is not a superhero, capable of great and reckless decisions, 
he is an everyday man and his confrontation with fascism is seen from a very human perspective. 
 
It cannot be stressed enough how timely this novel is. Although it is historical of sorts and takes us 
back to Germany eighty years ago, the issues it raises are very current. We live in a time when, under 
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the pretext of a pandemic, borders are closed and walls are erected: nationalism is triumphant and, 
under the guise of restoring pride to the Fatherland, one rejects, ostracizes, persecutes. 
Andreas Kuppler finally manages to grasp the meaning of his dream: sometimes, in order to preserve 
the dignity of man and the worth of morality, one must disobey. Cultures J 
 

The protagonists are horrifyingly normal, living horrifyingly normal lives. And that’s the power of the 
book: it shows how imperceptibly the worst is allowed to take place, and how in that moment each of 
us is faced with our own conscience. Neither a long dissertation, nor a historical or philosophical 
treatise, La désobéissance d’Andreas Kuppler is a simple story which rings so true that it might very well be. 
Onlalu 

Clearly this month’s best novel. Gérard Collard, La Griffe noire, bookseller 

 

Through Magdalena’s character, Michel Goujon denounces the blindness of a certain category of 
people, who are not interested in politics, lack perspective and rely on demagogues who manipulate 
their feelings in order to better control them. As for the character of Andreas, his is an alert, inquisitive, 
concerned mind... but will this also translate into courage? Page des libraires 
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A N G E L A  J A C K S O N  

THE DARLINGS  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (368 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JUNE 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
When Mark Darling is fifteen years old, he is the golden boy, captain of the school football team, 
admired by all who know him. Until he kills his best friend in a freak accident. 

He spends the next decade drifting between the therapy couch and dead-end pursuits. Then along 
comes Sadie. A mender by nature, she tries her best to fix him, and has enough energy to carry them 
both through the next few years. 

One evening, Mark bumps into an old schoolfriend, Ruby. She saw the accident first hand. He is pulled 
towards her by a force stronger than logic: the universal need to reconcile one’s childhood wounds. 
This is his chance to, once again, feel the enveloping warmth of unconditional love. But can he leave 
behind the woman who rescued him from the pit of despair, the wife he loves? His unborn child? 

This is a story about how childhood experience can profoundly impact how we behave as adults. It’s 
a story about betrayal, infidelity and how we often blinker ourselves to see a version of the truth that 
is more palatable to us. 

ANGELA JACKSON  is a former psychology lecturer. Her debut novel The Emergence of Judy 
Taylor won the Edinburgh International Book Festival’s First Book Award in 2013 and was 
Waterstones’ Scottish Book of the Year. She lives in Edinburgh. 
 

PRAISE FOR THE DARLINGS 
 
‘This gem of a book perfectly captures the atmosphere of Edinburgh, the complexity of an affair and 
the absolute need of the main character to be loved and accepted for who he is. Angela Jackson writes 
with precision, empathy and humour’ Caroline Copeland, Outwith Festival 

‘Eccentric…compelling...subtle… A dark, humorous novel, led by domestic scenes and keen 
observations, in which a troubled man’s crises have clear consequences’ Foreword Reviews 
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J A M E S  C O R B E T T  

THE OUTSIDERS  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (368 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
Lost loves and painful truths against the backdrop of Liverpool’s fall and rise 

Liverpool 1981. As the city burns during inner city riots, Paul meets two people who will change his 
life: Nadezhda, an elusive poet who has fallen out of fashion; and her daughter Sarah, with whom he 
shares an instant connection. As the summer reaches its climax his feelings for both are tested amidst 
secrets, lies and the unravelling of Nadezhda’s past. It is an experience that will define the rest of his 
life. 

The Outsiders moves from early-80s Liverpool, via Nadezhda’s clandestine background in war-torn 
Europe, through to the present day, taking in the global and local events that shape all three characters. 

In a powerful story of hidden histories, lost loves and painful truths ambitiously told against the 
backdrop of Liverpool’s fall and rise, James Corbett’s enthralling debut novel explores the complexities 
of human history and how individual perspectives of the past shape everyone’s present. 

JAMES CORBETT is an author and journalist who has reported from all over the world for the 
BBC, Guardian, Observer, Independent and numerous other publications. His non-fiction books include 
his collaboration with the legendary goalkeeper Neville Southall, The Binman Chronicles, named by 
TalkSport as one of the ten best sports books of all time, and Faith of our Families, longlisted in the 2018 
British Sports Book of the Year awards. The Outsiders is his first novel. 

He lives and works between his home in Ireland and home city of Liverpool. 

 
 

PRAISE FOR THE OUTSIDERS 
 
‘A gripping and ambitious debut novel’ Nick Harris, Mail on Sunday 
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A marvellous read – A tale of how so many of the ordinary people we encounter are extraordinary, 
which makes this book more compelling with each page. Mark Steel, comedian and writer 

An achingly tender gem which explores the meaning of home and community in its many, complex 
guises. Compassionate and wise. I adored it.   Laura Wilkinson, author of Skin Deep 

Profound, powerful and utterly compelling, Should We Fall Behind is a novel for our times.   Amy 
Raphael, author and journalist 
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J O N A T H A N  C R A N E  

WE NEED TO TALK  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (272 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
A wickedly honest portrait of Middle England on the eve of Covid 

 

It’s 2019 in Sudleigh, a market town not far from the south coast. It’s not a bad place to live, provided 
the new housing development doesn’t ruin it, but most residents are too caught up in their own 
grudges, sores and struggles to notice. 

Gap-year Tom is cleaning toilets but finding unexpected solace in his Chinese house-share. Former 
lounge musician Frank wants to pass his carpet business to his nephew Josh, killing the boy’s dream 
to become a chef. Sharp-elbowed phone-sex operator Heather will stop at nothing to become manager 
of the golf club. Miss Bennett keeps putting her house on the market when she doesn’t want to move. 

Do they all know how their lives are linked? And will creative writing tutor Tony, hard at work on his 
ironic pseudo-children’s book The Jazz Cats, ever pluck up the courage to leave his unappreciative 
girlfriend Lydia? 

Meticulously observed, with flashes of wicked comedy, We Need to Talk offers a jigsaw puzzle of 
unwitting connections for the reader to assemble. The finished picture is an unflinchingly honest 
portrait of multi-jobbing, gig-economy Middle England on the eve of Covid. 

 
JONATHAN CRANE completed an MA Literature and a PhD in Creative Writing at the 
University of Essex, where he is now an academic in Creative Writing. He also works with charities 
to design and deliver writing programmes in prison and community settings. His previous writing 
includes fiction and academic papers. Formerly a musician/composer, he has released two 
albums. We Need to Talk is his first novel.  He currently lives in Hampshire. 
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ERIC DE KERMEL 
SO MANY DAWNS THAT 
HAVEN’T YET BROKEN  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): OCTOBER 2018 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

Paul has always had these strange marks on his lower back: 0/XY. Placed in an orphanage for wards 
of the nation at birth, he knows nothing of his origins. 

As an adult, his questions torment him once more when he discovers that these symbols on his flesh 
are on the file of a great geneticist who has just died. How to build one's identity when one does not 
know where one comes from? 

From Brazil to Tanzania, from Haute Provence to the Grande Chartreuse monastery, Paul follows 
the traces of his unknown history. A quest that leads him to big discoveries and – sometimes risky – 
encounters with singular characters. 

Questioning imposed and chosen identity, Eric de Kermel takes the reader on an initiatory adventure 
worthy of the best stories of the genre. 

ÉRIC DE KERMEL is a journalist and editor with the Bayard group. He directs the magazine Terre 
sauvage. 
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PRAISE FOR WE NEED TO TALK 

 
‘A brilliant first novel, extraordinary because it’s a hymn to the mundane, as intricately crafted as an 
Ayckbourn play. Crane’s special gift is to take you deep inside the psyche of suburban England at a 
time of incremental change. These estate agents and shopkeepers, careworkers and jobbing musicians 
are people you care about long after you reach the last page’ Ailsa Cox, Professor of Short Fiction, 
Edge Hill University 

‘Jonathan Crane exposes the new heart of England with interwoven lives placed under the modern 
pressures that are blasting us into bits. A beautifully paced, gossipy, moving novel about a divided 
nation drifting out of touch with itself’ Matthew De Abaitua 

‘Crane’s shrewd and witty observations of human foibles, hopes and self-delusions in fictional 
Sudleigh, the quintessence of middle England, capture a Larkinesque type of desolation, as well as 
unexpected moments of tenderness and elation’ Elizabeth Kuti 
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ERIC DE KERMEL 
SO MANY DAWNS THAT 
HAVEN’T YET BROKEN  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): OCTOBER 2018 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

Paul has always had these strange marks on his lower back: 0/XY. Placed in an orphanage for wards 
of the nation at birth, he knows nothing of his origins. 

As an adult, his questions torment him once more when he discovers that these symbols on his flesh 
are on the file of a great geneticist who has just died. How to build one's identity when one does not 
know where one comes from? 

From Brazil to Tanzania, from Haute Provence to the Grande Chartreuse monastery, Paul follows 
the traces of his unknown history. A quest that leads him to big discoveries and – sometimes risky – 
encounters with singular characters. 

Questioning imposed and chosen identity, Eric de Kermel takes the reader on an initiatory adventure 
worthy of the best stories of the genre. 

ÉRIC DE KERMEL is a journalist and editor with the Bayard group. He directs the magazine Terre 
sauvage. 
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S.J. NORBURY  

MRS. NARWHAL’S DIARY  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (320 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 

It was Jenni Murray who suggested I keep a diary. She said it was good for mental health, and I 
must say I did feel much less frazzled after writing everything down yesterday. The frustrations 
were all still there, but somehow smoothed out – as if by a really good steam iron. So I think I’ll 
carry on with it for now. It’s not often you come across a mood enhancer that’s both free and 
non-alcoholic, after all. What’s more it’s meant I can make use of those empty scrapbooks in the 
library, which I’ve been hoping for ages to repurpose.  

 
 

Mrs Narwhal is overwhelmed. Her husband, Hugh, is unkind and unhappy – working every hour at 
a job he hates to save the ancestral home he never wanted. Then there’s Hugh’s sister, Rose, who’s 
spurned her one true love, and ricochets from crisis to crisis, not to mention two small boys to bring 
up safely in a house that could crumble around their ears at any moment… 
 
When Hugh’s pride receives a fatal blow and he walks out, Mrs Narwhal is plunged into a crisis of 
both heart and home. With help from Rose she sets out to save the house her husband couldn’t. 
But can she save her marriage? And does she really want Hugh back? 
 
Funny, evocative and moving, Mrs Narwhal’s Diary is an irresistible story which will enchant and 
delight its readers. 
 
S J NORBURY lives in Herefordshire with her family. Mrs Narwhal’s Diary is her first novel. 
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ELISABETH BOURGOIS  
AND THE VINE BEGAN TO 
WEEP  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (464 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): JANUARY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

Cédric is a philosophy professor in Paris. On November 13, 2015, he lost his wife and two teenaged 
children in the Bataclan attack. Frightened by the hatred he feels, he flees Paris to find solitude and 
rebuild himself in an old building in the Périgord near the castle of Montaigne, a philosopher he 
admires. This house, its park and its old chapel hold many surprises for him. 

Little by little, he ventures back into society and starts giving philosophy classes at the nearby high 
school where the brutality of the students is a real challenge. Cedric always clings to the philosophers 
and thinkers he admires: Montaigne, La Boétie, Stefan Zweig or François Cheng. He crosses paths 
with Sidonie, a history teacher, with whom he creates a historical show at the Château de Montaigne. 
Her company will give him back a taste for life, but Sidonie also carries heavy secrets... 

With an alert pen, Elisabeth Bourgois describes the meanders of the reconstitution of a man broken 
by destiny who rediscovers the taste for living and loving. 

 

ÉLISABETH BOURGOIS is a novelist and scriptwriter. Her wide readership loves her stories of 
yesterday and today, told with realism and sensitivity, in a fluid style accessible to all. In 1995, her first 
novel, La Nouvelle Peste, was awarded the Prix Saint-Éxupéry Valeurs Jeunesse and sold 30,000 copies. 
Other works that followed included Les Chaussons par la fenêtre, La Grand-Mère aux loups (Grand Prix de 
la Renaissance française), Marie de Beaujeu, Le courage vient du ciel, and Je m'appelle Marie, which was adapted 
into a theatre play. 

PRAISE 

The author takes the reader on a journey with multiple detours, where the love of philosophy, the 
beauty of nature and the mysteries of the past give new meaning to life. Another rebirth. A novel with 
a mysterious and moving story, which raises many very current questions. Aux aguets 
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CHRIS  WALSH  

THE DIG STREET 
FESTIVAL  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (428 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MARCH 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
It’s 2006 in the fictional East London borough of Leytonstow. The UK’s pub smoking ban is about 
to happen, and thirty-eight-and-a-half year old John Torrington, a mopper and trolley collector at 
his local DIY store, is secretly in love with the stylish, beautiful, and middle class Lois, a barmaid at 
his local pub (who has a degree in The History of Art and knows what schadenfreude means). John 
and his hapless, strange, and down-on-their-luck friends, Gabby Longfeather and Glyn Hopkins, 
live in Clements Markham House - a semi-derelict Edwardian villa divided into unsanitary bedsits, 
and (mis)managed by the shrewd, Dickensian businessman, Mr Kahn.   
 
When Mr Kahn, in a bizarre and possibly criminal fluke, makes him fabulously credit-worthy, John 
surprises his friends and colleagues alike by announcing he will ‘enable humanity to reach the next 
level’ by organising an amazing urban love revolution, aka the Dig Street Festival. But when he 
discovers dark secrets at the DIY store, and Mr Kahn’s ruthless gentrification scheme for Clements 
Markham House, John’s plans take several unexpected and worrisome turns…   
 
Funny, original, philosophical, and unexpectedly moving, The Dig Street Festival takes a long, hard, 
satirical look at modern British life, and asks of us all, how can we be better people?  
 

 
 

CHRIS WALSH grew up in Middlesbrough and now lives in Kent. He writes both fiction and 
non-fiction. The Dig Street Festival is his first novel. 
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SHARON DUGGAL 

SHOULD WE FALL 
BEHIND  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, 
NA) 
 
 

BBC2 Between the Covers book club pick (May 2021) 
On the shortlist of the Royal Society of Literature’s Encore Award 2021 celebrating 

‘outstanding’ second novels 
one of Prima Magazine's Books of the Year 

 

Jimmy Noone escapes his difficult life in a small town and finds himself living on the streets of a big 
city where he meets Betwa, who brings with her a chance of real friendship and a glimpse of new hope. 
Betwa disappears and Jimmy walks across the sprawling metropolis searching for her. 

He arrives on Shifnal Road on the other side of the river where people from all over the world live 
side by side yet some inhabitants are so isolated they seem to have disappeared altogether. Jimmy 
becomes the catalyst for their lives colliding. 

Journeys to the street and to the city are retraced, so too are stories abundant with lost dreams, 
unrivalled friendship, profound love and stifling grief, each underpinned with the subtle threads of 
commonality which intersect them all. 

Should We Fall Behind is about the passing of time, and the intricate weaves of joy and suffering, love 
and loss which shape human life along the way. It is about the people who have somehow become 
invisible, and how their stories make them visible once more. 

 
SHARON DUGGAL was born in Handsworth, Birmingham and now lives in Hove with her family. 
Sharon’s debut The Handsworth Times was chosen as a City Reads in 2017 and was The Morning Star 
Book of The Year. 
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PRAISE FOR SHOULD WE FALL BEHIND 
 

“Intensely humane” The Guardian 

“Gritty yet tender” The Yorkshire Times 

“Sharon Duggal affirms that there is such a thing as society, in which there are communities with 
shared values and interests. She does so with passion and integrity but without tub-thumping, and 
her generous, humane novel is all the stronger for it.” The Times Literary Supplement 

Duggal writes about the devastation of vulnerable lives with all the hard-eyed clarity of William Trevor, 
and as much literary heart as Rohinton Mistry – SHOULD WE FALL BEHIND deeply inhabits its 
world but wears its craft so lightly – it is beautifully observed, suffused with inner-city melancholy and 
shot through with the hope that can only come from random encounters, the small acts of generosity 
that help strangers to find affinity with each other even in the worst of times. Preti Taneja, award-
winning author, We That Are Young 

A marvellous read – A tale of how so many of the ordinary people we encounter are extraordinary, 
which makes this book more compelling with each page. Mark Steel, comedian and writer 

An achingly tender gem which explores the meaning of home and community in its many, complex 
guises. Compassionate and wise. I adored it.   Laura Wilkinson, author of Skin Deep 

Profound, powerful and utterly compelling, Should We Fall Behind is a novel for our times.   Amy 
Raphael, author and journalist 

  
ALSO AVAILABLE 

 

Mukesh Agarwal sits alone in the Black Eagle pub, unaware that a riot 
is brewing or that Billy, his youngest son, is still out on his bike …A 
mile away, at home in Church Street, Anila, one of the three Agarwal 
girls, is reading Smash Hits and listening to Radio One as she sprawls 
across the bottom bunk, oblivious to the monumental tragedy that is 
about to hit her family. 

It is 1981 and Handsworth is teetering on the brink of collapse. 
Factories are closing, unemployment is high, the National Front are 
marching and the neglected inner cities are ablaze as riots breakout 
across Thatcher’s fractured Britain. The Agarwals are facing their own 
nightmares but family, pop music, protest, unexpected friendships and 
a community that refuses to disappear all contribute to easing their 
personal pain and that of Handsworth itself. 

THE HANDSWORTH TIMES is a story of loss and transition, and 
pulling together because ultimately, there is such a thing as society. 

"Quite simply the most accomplished, complete and startlingly authentic novel I have read 
this year.” Paul Simon, The Morning Star 
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F R A N C E S C A  E K W U Y A S I   

BUTTER HONEY PIG BREAD 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (368 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

BESTSELLER!! 
 

2021 CANADA READS FINALIST 
Longlisted for the 2020 Scotiabank Giller Prize; finalist, Governor General's Literary Award; 

finalist, Amazon Canada First Novel Award; finalist, Lambda Literary Award 
 
An intergenerational saga about three Nigerian women: a novel about food, family, and 
forgiveness.  

Butter Honey Pig Bread is a story of choices and their consequences, of motherhood, of the malleable 
line between the spirit and the mind, of finding new homes and mending old ones, of voracious 
appetites, of queer love, of friendship, faith, and above all, family.  

Francesca Ekwuyasi's debut novel tells the interwoven stories of twin sisters, Kehinde and Taiye, and 
their mother, Kambirinachi. Kambirinachi feels she was born an ogbanje, a spirit that plagues families 
with misfortune by dying in childhood to cause its mother misery. She believes that she has made the 
unnatural choice of staying alive to love her human family and now lives in fear of the consequences 
of that decision.  

Some of Kambirinachi's worst fears come true when her daughter, Kehinde, experiences a devasting 
childhood trauma that causes the family to fracture in seemingly irreversible ways. As soon as she's of 
age, Kehinde moves away and cuts contact with her twin sister and mother. Alone in Montreal, she 
struggles to find ways to heal while building a life of her own. Meanwhile, Taiye, plagued by guilt for 
what happened to her sister, flees to London and attempts to numb the loss of the relationship with 
her twin through reckless hedonism.  

Now, after more than a decade of living apart, Taiye and Kehinde have returned home to Lagos to 
visit their mother. It is here that the three women must face each other and address the wounds of the 
past if they are to reconcile and move forward.  
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FRANCESCA EKWUYASI is a writer and filmmaker originally from Lagos, Nigeria. Her work 
explores themes of faith, family, queerness, consumption, loneliness, and belonging. Her work has 
been published in Winter Tangerine Review, Brittle Paper, Transition Magazine, the Malahat Review, Visual Art 
News, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, and GUTS magazine. Her story "á»?run is Heaven" was longlisted for the 2019 
Journey Prize. She lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
 

PRAISE 

This multi-continental tale is alight with the force of its characters' sway between history and the 
present, home and country, family - chosen and otherwise. Where expectations of genre leave their 
own delicious signatures across fabulism, the folkloric, the strange, and a mercurial realism, the 
queerness and sensuality of this debut novel excites. Butter Honey Pig Bread roves taste-first through the 
ingredients of things that mark the modern, if enduring, currents of familial and amorous bonds by a 
writer of ample talent. -Canisia Lubrin, author of The Dyzgraphxst 

In this remarkable debut novel, a family of Nigerian women attempt to carefully tiptoe around an 
unspeakable tragedy. Through masterfully crafted scenes full of sumptuous imagery, readers are 
moved, just as these characters are, by forces beyond their control, beyond their lifetimes. -Catherine 
Hernandez, author of Scarborough 

Francesca Ekwuyasi is a new and exciting voice, the kind of writer whose work both challenges and 
enlightens. With Butter Honey Pig Bread, she has written a deeply moving novel that explores trauma, 
healing, and the beautifully complex relationships between mothers and daughters with vivid honesty. 
This is an inspiring debut. -Zeba Blay, senior culture writer, Huffington Post 

A luminous talent reveals itself in debut novelist Francesca Ekwuyasi's Butter Honey Pig Bread. This 
intergenerational tale of three Nigerian women finding their way through a maze of love, memory, and 
trauma weaves a haunting spell over the reader from its very first word. Ekwuyasi's sensuous prose, 
deft plotting, and keen insights into human nature combine to form a vision that feels like peering 
deep into the souls of a trio of dear friends. At once delicious and heartbreaking, Butter Honey Pig 
Bread will leave the reader full, yet longing for more. -Kai Cheng Thom, author of I Hope We Choose 
Love 
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TÉA MUTONJI  

SHUT UP, YOU’RE 
PRETTY 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (176 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH/WORLD (TÊTE 
PREMIERE) 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 

Winner of the Edmund White Award for Debut Fiction; Winner of the Trillium Book Award, 
Finalist for the Rogers Writers' Trust of Canada Fiction Prize; Finalist for the Publishing 
Triangle Award; a Globe and Mail and The Walrus Best Book of the Year 
 
In Tea Mutonji's disarming debut, a woman contemplates her Congolese traditions during a family 
wedding, a teenage girl looks for happiness inside a pack of cigarettes, a mother reconnects with her 
daughter through their shared interest in fish, and a young woman decides to shave her head in the 
waiting room of an abortion clinic. These punchy, sharply observed stories blur the lines between 
longing and choosing, exploring the narrator's experience as an involuntary one. Tinged with pathos 
and humour, they interrogate the moments in which femininity, womanness, and identity are not only 
questioned but also imposed.  

Shut Up You're Pretty is the first book to be published under the imprint VS. Books, a series of books 
curated and edited by writer-musician Vivek Shraya featuring work by new and emerging Indigenous 
or Black writers, or writers of colour.  
 
TÉA MUTONJI is an award-winning poet and writer. Born in Congo-Kinshasa, she now lives and 
writes in Scarborough, Ontario where she was named emerging writer of the year (2017) by the Ontario 
Book Publishers Organization. Shut Up You're Pretty is her first book. 
 

 Praise for SHUT UP, YOU’RE PRETTY 

The stories are vivid and unsettling in their detail... Mutonji writes with grit and quick-witted humour. 
The ease with which these stories unfold is a facet of the author's craft: the prose holds its emotion in 
the same way the characters hold their pain. -Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW) 
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A sense of assuredness permeates Mutonji's writing in Shut Up You’re Pretty. Through a series of 18 
strikingly raw vignettes, Loli's identity flows like the Congolese river she is named after. -Toronto Star 

Shut Up You're Pretty is a chronicle of millennial malaise, gendered and seaming with a discontent that 
does not sleep on the status quo of any page. Tea Mutonji is a writer who is assured and measured 
with a style all her own, holding a hand up to greats like Hurston and Kincaid. She takes back the 21st 
century in this delicious feast of stories as vivid and taut as they are understated. --Canisia Lubrin, 
author of Voodoo Hypothesis and augur 

Tea Mutonji's timely, original, and absorbing stories compose a shattered and shattering 
bildungsroman. Her lyric, dramatically charged fragments are linked by rich and vital prose, captivating 
and urgent storytelling, and an eye for the strange and striking detail. Probing the mundane, the 
traumatic, and all the struggles in between with authenticity, intelligence, and art, Shut Up You're Pretty is 
a stunning debut. -Daniel Scott Tysdal, author of Predicting the Next Big Advertising Breakthrough Using a 
Potentially Dangerous Method 

Each story is a separate, richly-described glimpse into an aspect of the protagonist's life, and together 
they form a whole picture of a young woman who is struggling to understand herself and her world. -
Book Riot 

This book asks us to witness the journey of a girl into womanhood, holding in her arms the fragile 
understandings of femininity as a commodity, femininity as a caretaker, femininity as a storyteller. 
Dulled by the residue of trauma and sharpened by the expectations of the streets, Tea's characters are 
painfully and beautifully rendered in these gritty, must-read stories. --Catherine Hernandez, author 
of Scarborough 

 
 
. 
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M A R C  H E R M A N  L Y N C H   

ARBORESCENT 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (224 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
Ghosts, doppelgangers, and a man who turns into a tree: a startling fiction debut that strives 
to articulate the Asian immigrant body.  

In the beltline of a run-of-the-mill Canadian metropolis, an apartment complex called Cambrian Court 
has become the focal point of an outlandish unfurling, where even the laws of physics are becoming 
questioned. Embroiled within this psychic plot are three neighbours - Nohlan Buckles, Hachiko 
Yoshimoto, and Zadie Chan - complete strangers whose ordinary lives have become rife with bizarre 
antagonists: an ogrish landlord, a fanatical romantic, a psychic horticulturalist. The further they are 
drawn into this otherworld the more reality becomes suspect: Nohlan is convinced he's turning into a 
tree; Hachiko's staging of a kabuki comes to life; and Zadie unwittingly begins to produce 
doppelgangers. Distant at first, they come to realize just how dependent and intertwined their lives 
are.  

In Marc Herman Lynch's debut novel, some people explode, and others come back to life, but at the 
heart of it all are the fleeting yet indelible connections we make with one another. Darkly funny, lyrically 
charged, and gothically absurd, Arborescent is a raw and brilliantly imagined depiction of our 
disconnected contemporary world. 

MARC HERMAN LYNCH is a first generation, French-Chinese immigrant. He has an MA from 
the University of Calgary and is the president of filling Station magazine. Arborescent is his first novel. 
He lives in Calgary. 
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C O R I N N E  M A N N I N G  

WE HAD NO RULES 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (192 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A defiant, beautifully realized story collection about the messy complications of contemporary 
queer life.  

A young teenager runs from her family's conservative home to her sister's NY apartment to learn a 
very different set of rules. A woman grieves the loss of a sister, a "gay divorce," and the pain of 
unacknowledged abuse with the help of a lone wallaby on a farm in Washington State. A professor of 
women's and gender studies revels in academic and sexual power but risks losing custody of the family 
dog.  

In Corinne Manning's stunning debut story collection, a cast of queer characters explore the choice of 
assimilation over rebellion. In this historical moment that's hyperaware of and desperate to define even 
the slowest of continental shifts, when commitment succumbs to the logic of capitalism and nobody 
knows what to call each other or themselves - Gay? Lesbian? Queer? Partners? Dad? - who are we? 
And if we don't know who we are, what exactly can we offer each other? 

Spanning the years 1992 to 2019, and moving from New York to North Carolina to Seattle, the eleven 
first-person stories in We Had No Rules feature characters who feel the promise of a radically 
reimagined world but face complicity instead.  

CORINNE MANNING is a prose writer and literary organizer. Their stories and essays have been 
published widely, including in Toward an Ethics of Activism and Shadow Map: An Anthology of Survivors of 
Sexual Assault. Corinne founded The James Franco Review, a project that sought to address implicit bias 
in the publishing industry. 
 

PRAISE 

Wistful, funny, angry, bitter, raw - Manning both shocks and enthralls. -Booklist (STARRED 
REVIEW) 

Corinne Manning's nuanced and interconnected short stories explore queerness through the lens of 
rules, and rules through the lens of queerness. -Shelf Awareness 
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Corinne Manning's smart, funny debut collection is a necessary reminder that individuals are more 
than any one single identity. These characters are the best mix of surprising and recognizable that any 
reader of good short stories could ever hope to find. Brava! -Rebecca Brown, author of The Gifts of the 
Body 

From its first sentence Corinne Manning's We Had No Rules feels essential, every word charged with 
meaning and feeling. This book is nothing less than a record of survival, a nervous system on the page, 
a sequence of stories in which characters attempt to make better, truer relationships that want to defy 
the structures of language that constrict us. Expansive, soulful, vulnerable, sexy, funny, and broken, We 
Had No Rules is queer all the way down to its bones. -Paul Lisicky, author of Later and The Narrow Door 

These stories are exquisite portals into the weird, scary, hilarious, hot, and revelatory moments that 
make up a queer life. I recognized Manning's characters immediately: they are me, my friends, my 
guides, my mistakes. What an act of humanity to have written them. -Melissa Febos, author of Whip 
Smart and Abandon Me 

With elegant precision and understated glee, We Had No Rulesopens up the ache between heartbreak 
and self-actualization -- between theory and practice, intimacy and belonging, community and loss. By 
confronting the regimentation in queer lives and loves, Manning explores the push and pull of 
intergenerational yearning in surprising ways. Tidy in structure yet emotionally unresolved, We Had No 
Rules rejects false closure, daring us to come up with our own answers. -Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore, 
author of Sketchtasy 

A powerful testament to the complexity of identity and desire. -Kirkus Reviews 

Manning [weaves] a neon cat's cradle of complex characters whose questions and desires push on the 
constraints and freedoms of both. -Seattle Times 

Manning's debut collection exquisitely examines queer relationships with equal parts humor, heartache, 
and titillation . .. This enriching view of queer worlds unpacks narratives that have always been there, 
even if they're not often seen. -Publishers Weekly (STARRED REVIEW) 

An intimate, rebellious and often hilarious exploration of queer life in the U. S. in the 21st Century. -
Lambda Literary 

This debut short story collection from Seattle-based writer, artist, and teacher Corinne Manning is 
exactly the kind of book the queer canon needs . .. As necessary as it is delightful, We Had No Rules is 
not to be missed. -Literary Hub 
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SYLVIA PETTER 

ALL THE BEAUTIFUL 
LIARS 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (242 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MARCH 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
 
‘A stylistically daring, hurricane-paced and genuinely impressive feat of the imagination’ – 
Billy O’Callaghan 

How true are the family histories that tell us who we are and where we come from? Who knows how 
much all the beautiful liars have embargoed or embellished the truth? 

During a long flight from Europe to Sydney to bury her mother, Australian expat Katrina Klain reviews 
the fading narrative of her family and her long quest to understand her true origins. This has already 
taken her to Vienna, where she met her Uncle Harald who embezzled the Austrian government out of 
millions, as well as Carl Sokorny, the godson of one of Hitler’s most notorious generals, and then on 
to Geneva and Madrid. Not only were her family caught up with the Nazis, they also turn out to have 
been involved with the Stasi in post-war East Germany. 

It’s a lot to come to terms with, but there are more revelations in store. After the funeral, she finds 
letters that reveal a dramatic twist which means her own identity must take a radical shift. Will these 
discoveries enable her to complete the puzzle of her family’s past? 

Inspired by her own life story, Sylvia Petter’s richly imaginative debut novel, set between the new world 
and the old, is a powerful tale about making peace with the past and finding closure for the future. 

 

SYLVIA PETTER contributed to many of the most successful radio and TV shows of the Eighties 
and Nineties, writing for Spitting Image, Rory Bremner and Jasper Carrott. He wrote the screenplay 
for the 2005 feature animation film The Magic Roundabout and has written and produced music videos 
with Kate Bush and Ken Russell. He is a former creative director of the London Comedy Writers 
Festival. His first novel, Utter Folly, topped Amazon's humorous fiction chart when it was published in 
2012. His second novel, Dead Writers in Rehab, was published by Unbound in 2017. 
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PRAISE 
 

‘Straddling the line between memoir and fiction, All The Beautiful Liars is a stylistically daring, hurricane-
paced and genuinely impressive feat of the imagination. Sylvia Petter not only displays a rare mastery 
of characterisation but tells a gripping story. On a sentence level alone, this book is a joy, but what 
elevates it to rarefied levels is the magnitude of its courage. The result is a novel full of heart that 
should earn its author a wide and enthusiastic readership’ Billy O’Callaghan 

‘A mosaic primarily made of a family memoir, with its mesh of relationships, past and present, the 
unravelling of decades-old secrets from a Europe that includes Nazi Germany, paced like a thriller, 
and an engaging evocation of the nuances of reaching adulthood. The melding of these diverse 
elements ensures a compelling read’ Meg Stewart 

‘Explores truth and memory with a compelling subtlety’ Jason Goodwin 
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CATH BARTON  

IN THE SWEEP OF THE 
BAY  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (144 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
Marriage, love, and longing, set against the majestic backdrop of Morecambe Bay, the Lakeland Fells, 
and the faded splendour of the Midland Hotel. 
 
Ted Marshall meets Rene in the dancehalls of Morecambe and they marry during the frail optimism of 
the 1950s. They adopt the roles expected of man and wife at the time: he the breadwinner at the family 
ceramics firm, and she the loyal housewife, but as the years go by, they both find themselves wishing 
for more…  
 
After Ted survives a heart attack, both see it as a new beginning… but can a faded love like theirs ever 
be rekindled?  
 
 
   
CATH BARTON lives in Abergavenny. She won the New Welsh Writing AmeriCymru Prize for 
the Novella in 2017 for The Plankton Collector, which was published in September 2018 by New 
Welsh Review under their Rarebyte imprint. She also writes short stories and flash fiction and, with 
her critical writing, is a regular contributor to Wales Arts Review.  
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J O H N  E L I Z A B E T H  S T I N T Z I  

VANISHING 
MONUMENTS 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

Shortlisted for the Amazon Canada First Novel Award 
 
Alani Baum, a non-binary photographer and teacher, hasn't seen their mother since they ran away with 
their girlfriend when they were seventeen - almost thirty years ago. But when Alani gets a call from a 
doctor at the assisted living facility where their mother has been for the last five years, they learn that 
their mother's dementia has worsened and appears to have taken away her ability to speak. As a result, 
Alani suddenly find themselves running away again - only this time, they're running back to their 
mother.  

Staying at their mother's empty home, Alani attempts to tie up the loose ends of their mother's life 
while grappling with the painful memories that - in the face of their mother's disease - they're terrified 
to lose. Meanwhile, the memories inhabiting the house slowly grow animate, and the longer Alani is 
there, the longer they're forced to confront the fact that any closure they hope to get from this 
homecoming will have to be manufactured.  

This beautiful, tenderly written debut novel by Bronwen Wallace Award for Emerging Writers winner 
John Elizabeth Stintzi explores what haunts us most, bearing witness to grief over not only what is 
lost, but also what remains. 

JOHN ELIZABETH STINTZI is a non-binary writer who grew up on a cattle farm in 
northwestern Ontario. They are the 2019 recipient of the RBC Bronwen Wallace Award, and their 
work has appeared in The Malahat Review, Kenyon Review Online, Ploughshares, and in their forthcoming 
poetry collection Junebat (House of Anansi). They have an MFA in Creative Writing from Stony Brook 
University in Southampton, NY and currently teach critical and creative writing at the Kansas City Art 
Institute. 

Praise for VANISHING MONUMENTS 
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The real pleasure of reading John Elizabeth Stintzi's book is to see a sensitive mind work through an 
internal landscape, and to watch them do it with such patience and generosity. -Sara Majka, author 
of Cities I've Never Lived In 
 

A camera "takes time and holds it still," says the narrator's mother, and reading Vanishing Monuments is like sifting 
through a darkroom and watching scenes emerge and accrue into an assemblage of life. Memory haunts this novel, 
at once elusive and inescapable. Like the narrative itself, it loops, layers, seizes, erodes. And John Elizabeth Stintzi 
conjures it all with a gorgeously queer, off-kilter grace. -Chelsey Johnson, author of Stray City 

Vanishing Monuments is a luminously written novel from an exciting writer, a welcome story of a midlife queer that 
many of us crave. -Literary Hub 

An enchanting story with a truly compelling protagonist, Stintzi has marked themself as a writer to watch. -Seattle 
Times 

A surreal, poetic meditation on the struggle to feel at home with the past, family, and one's own body. -Kirkus 
Reviews 

Vanishing Monuments presents a compelling and suspended kind of portrait, a space in which multiplicity of truth can 
coexist, can even contradict, and still be, at its core, the truth. -The New Territory 

A melancholic and complicated story about grief, memory and identity, the novel is a beautiful and compulsive 
read. -Xtra 

Stintzi deploys an impressive erudition in developing their debut novel . .. elegantly constructed . .. Highly 
recommended. -Vancouver Sun 

Vanishing Monuments is a beautiful portrait of disassociation at once between countries, family, gender, identities, 
and, most importantly, "the distance between . .. you and yourself. " Stintzi braids the Metamorphoses together with 
the expansiveness of Winnipeg, those rolling prairies, all wondrously and ravenously superimposed together to 
form a work that is wet with memory. With a keen eye for image and an attuned ear for the whistling screams of 
Manitoba, we move slowly but steadily through the memory palace that is a childhood home abandoned - here, 
memory serves to animate said house with a beckoning siren call that asks us to conceptualize the art of staying 
affectively with a mother whittling away from dementia and a narrator storytelling from a double exposed aperture. 
An absolute monumental achievement of a first novel. -Joshua Whitehead, author of Jonny Appleseed 
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ANNA VAUGHT 

SAVING LUCIA  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (200 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH NA 
 
 

 
On the Books to Watch Out For in 2020 list of the Irish Times 

 
Violet Gibson, Irish aristocrat and daughter of the first Baron Ashbourne, shot Mussolini in 1926 and 
spent the rest of her days in an English psychiatric hospital. A fellow “patient” was Lucia Joyce, 
daughter of James, who acts as our guide through the novel. Blavatsky, Yeats and Joyce himself were 
all guests at the Gibsons’ Merrion Square mansion; they appear as fleeting visitors in the novel; as 
Violet reminds us, “those who are confined have the best imaginations”. 

Saving Lucia is a novel inspired by some of the most interesting women in the history of psychiatry 
whose identities have been denuded, shaped by the rhetorics of men, quick to deem these women 
'lunatics'. Anna Vaught imaginatively fills in the gaps in these compelling women’s lives with humour 
and intelligence, giving voice to individuals whose screams and whispers can no longer be heard. Saving 
Lucia takes the reader on an epic journey of the possibilities and freedoms in the power of the 
imagination, asking the question: 'how do we define madness?'. Vaught explores the history of 
treatment for mental illness with a keen eye for detail, and an ever keener one for great storytelling. 
Saving Lucia is a book alive with stunning prose, perfect for readers of James Joyce, Shirley Jackson and 
Hilary Mantel.  

ANNA VAUGHT is an author, editor, reviewer, poet, English teacher, tutor and mentor for young 
people. Anna resides in Bath with her husband and three children, and has always worked to raise the 
profile of mental health care. Saving Lucia is her third book. Anna is available for publicity, events and 
features.  

 
PRAISE 

“What follows is a trip through the imagination, of what is, was and could have been, as seen through 
the eyes of these incredible women. It reads like a written daydream, it flits about like Violet’s 
passerines telling their incredible stories… you’ll fall in love with amazing book and the women 
within.  A book to treasure.” Orlando Books 
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NATHALIE ABI-EZZI 

PAPER SPARROWS  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (204 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 

 
 

'A beautifully written book about memory, music and the terror of modern warfare. We need these books, full of 
compassion and anger, that show us the emotional damage of conflict.' Patrice Lawrence, Rose Interrupted, 
Orangeboy 

‘There's a sensuous magic to this writing that caught me up and wouldn't let me go. A beautifully written story about 
the struggle for identity.  I loved it.’  Jenny Downham, Before I Die, You Against Me, Furious Thing 

 
It is the summer of 2006, and nineteen-year-old London music student, Layla, returns home for the 
holidays to a now peaceful Lebanon. When she arrives, though, she finds that her troubled younger 
brother has gone missing. "Borrowing" her father's car, she heads to Beirut to search for him, meeting 
a variety of people along the way. But her quest is cut short when, without warning, Beirut comes 
under heavy artillery fire. A new war has begun, and now she is trapped in the middle of it. 
 
NATHALIE ABI-EZZI was born in Beirut, and has lived in Lebanon, Austria and the UK.  
It was while working on her Ph.D in English Literature at King's College London that she realized that 
she wanted to write her own novels rather than just analyse other people's. So, while working variously 
as an editor, teacher and tutor, she wrote and published several prize-winning short stories and her 
first novel, A Girl Made of Dust (4th Estate, 2008), which was short-listed for the Desmond Elliot Prize 
and the Author's Club Best First Novel Award, and was the winner of the LiBeraturpreis in 2011. 
 
 
 

PRAISE FOR A GIRL MADE OF DUST  
 

'Captivating. A subtle, pertinent depiction of civilian life in the midst of bewildering conflict.' Catherine 
Taylor, The Guardian. 

'Beautifully written, lyrical, with vivid, sensual descriptions that are sophisticated yet completely 
believable.' Publishers Weekly. 

'A timely evocation of civilian suffering underneath the ubiquities of war...Heart-breaking and 
profound.' Sunday Business Post.  
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SIMON EDGE 

ANYONE FOR 
EDMUND?  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (204 PP)  
PUB DATE (UK): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 

 

A canonical comedy featuring a medieval patron saint, a tennis court and a 
Westminster spin-doctor 
 
Under tennis courts at a ruined Suffolk abbey, archaeologists make a thrilling find: the remains of St 
Edmund, king and martyr. He was venerated for centuries as England’s patron saint, but his body has 
been lost since the closure of the monasteries. 

Culture Secretary Marina Spencer, adored by those who don’t know her, jumps on the bandwagon. 
Egged on her by her downtrodden adviser, Mark Price, she promotes St Edmund as a new patron 
saint for the UK, playing up his Scottish, Welsh and Irish credentials. Unfortunately, these credentials 
are a fiction, invented by Mark in a moment of panic.  

As crisis looms, the one person who can see through the whole deception is Mark’s cousin Hannah, a 
dig volunteer. Will she blow the whistle or help him out? And what of St Edmund himself, watching 
through the baffling prism of a very different age? 

Splicing ancient and modern as he did in his previous books, Simon Edge pokes fun at Westminster 
culture and celebrates the cult of a medieval saint in this beguiling and utterly original comedy.  

The hilarious, and strangely topical, new novel from the acclaimed author of The 
Hopkins Conundrum and A Right Royal Face Off 
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SIMON EDGE was born in Chester and read philosophy at Cambridge University. He was editor of 
the pioneering London paper Capital Gay before becoming a gossip columnist on the Evening 
Standard and then a feature writer on the Daily Express, where he was also a theatre critic for many 
years. He has an MA in Creative Writing from City University, London. His novel The Hopkins 
Conundrum, published in 2017, was longlisted for the Waverton Good Read Award. His second 
novel, The Hurtle of Hell, was published in 2018. He lives in Suffolk. 

 
PRAISE FOR A RIGHT ROYAL FACE-OFF 

 
‘The way in which the eighteenth century is rendered in this novel is witty, observant and joyously 
gossipy. The characterisations are sharp and Simon Edge has the painter’s eye for detail. It is paced 
beautifully and nothing is wasted’ NB magazine 

‘The more of Simon Edge you read, the more you realise that every element of his stories is hand-
selected and glued to the bigger picture – it’s whimsical, farce-like… scrapbooky, in the best possible 
way’ Buzz Magazine 

‘A tremendously enjoyable dual-timeline story centred on a painting by Thomas Gainsborough. 
Energetic and lively, it’s a book you can’t put down. Absolutely to recommend. A masterpiece!’ Books 
are Cool 

‘With sheer comedy and a lot of ambition, this short novel combines excellent writing, seemingly 
effortless historical research and a great understanding of people to create a really enjoyable read’ 
Northern Reader 

‘Edge’s Gainsborough is a likeable rogue, an ambitious painter locked in a professional tussle with 
Joshua Reynolds, and a father who worries about his grownup daughters….All the characters, from 
George III to Kaz Kareem, ‘a midway evictee from one of the last seasons of Big Brother’, are superbly realised. 
There are elements which remind me strongly of Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia…. It’s an excellent novel’ 
Books and Wine Gums 

‘If you thought the art world was stuffy and dull, think again! The perfect antidote to the miserable, 
crazy world we currently live in... A blast to read and quite touching at times, it’s a book that has a little 
bit of everything from history to mystery to satire. I highly recommend it’ Books and Me 

‘A deft and exuberant satire that is pointed whilst avoiding cruelty’ Never Imitate 

‘A richly entertaining account of Gainsborough's life and his rivalry with Sir Joshua Reynolds. This 
beautiful novel is written with a light touch and sharp, quirky style, reminiscent of Henry Fielding’ 
Chez Maximka 

‘It paints a picture that the reader can see from up close as well as from afar. Kind of like 
Gainsborough’s paintings themselves. I enjoyed every moment’ Trails of Tales 

 ‘Just when you think there are no more original plot-lines for a book, along comes this one. It’s the 
book you didn’t know you wanted to read…but trust me, you’ll love it’ Jena C Henry 
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M O L L Y  G A R T L A N D  

THE GIRL FROM THE 
HERMITAGE 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (288 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
 
SHORTLISTED: Impress Prize 
LONGLISTED: Bath Novel Award 
LONGLISTED: Grindstone Novel Award 
 
From the siege of Leningrad to the glitz and bling of modern-day St 
Petersburg, a haunting debut about art, ageing and the changing face of a city.  

It is December 1941, and eight-year-old Galina and her friend Vera are caught in the siege of 
Leningrad, eating soup made of wallpaper, with the occasional luxury of a dead rat. Galina’s artist 
father Mikhail has been kept away from the front to help save the treasures of the Hermitage. Its cellars 
could now provide a safe haven, provided Mikhail can navigate the perils of a portrait commission 
from one of Stalin’s colonels. 

Nearly forty years later, Galina herself is a teacher at the Leningrad Art Institute. What ought to be a 
celebratory weekend at her forest dacha turns sour when she makes an unwelcome discovery. The 
painting she embarks upon that day will hold a grim significance for the rest of her life, as the old 
Soviet Union makes way for the new Russia and Galina’s familiar world changes out of all 
recognition. 

Warm, wise and utterly enthralling, Molly Gartland’s debut novel guides us from the old communist 
world, with its obvious terrors and its more surprising comforts, into the glitz and bling of 21st-
century St Petersburg. Galina’s story is at once a compelling page-turner and an insightful meditation 
on ageing and nostalgia. 
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Originally from Michigan, MOLLY GARTLAND worked in Moscow from 1994 to 2000 and has been 
fascinated by Russian culture ever since. She has an MA in Creative Writing from St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham and lives in London. The Girl from the Hermitage is her first novel. 

PRAISE 

‘A beautifully written book that takes you right into the characters’ world. Highly recommended’ - 
Lucinda Hawksley 

‘The best historical fiction helps us walk through history alongside ordinary people and that’s what The 
Girl from the Hermitage achieves with deceptive ease. Molly Gartland’s evocation of Russian life in all its 
contrasting stages is always utterly convincing and frequently affecting. It’s a terrific debut’ - Liz 
Trenow 

‘A captivating and richly imagined portrait of love, life and survival’ - Caroline Ambrose, founder, 
Bath Novel Award 
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J O H N  H A R V E Y  

PAX  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (368 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 

 
Two artists, separated by centuries...  

 

When artist Stephen Bloodsmith creates a series of images inspired by Rubens’ trip to London in 1629, 
the fundamentals both of his world and of Rubens are challenged. The prints he makes become 
windows into another time, another world.  

Rubens came as envoy of the Spanish court, believing that he could make peace between the war-
powers of Europe. To succeed, he must win over King Charles I of England. But will nation cheat 
nation as men deceive women, women men? While Stephen Bloodsmith must wonder, is there peace 
in his own home? It seems an intrigue has begun to unravel concerning his wife Robyn – even as he 
falls in love with his model, Mae. For Rubens too, an intimate secret waits in London, along with a 
masterpiece by the Prince of Painters.  

In the present and in the past new-exposed passions bring heartbreak, strife, and the search for a way 
to live with pain and conflict. A profound novel about power, desire – and peace.  

JOHN HARVEY taught at Cambridge and is the author of five novels and of four studies of colour, 
clothes, illustration. Unusual in their scope and variety, his novels have tackled: the asset-stripping that 
has devastated working communities; torture and resistance to a military dictatorship; family break-up 
in the world of road-haulage and motor-racing; a notorious love-crisis in the art-world of the 
Victorians.  

 
PRAISE FOR PAX 

 
‘Harvey, who is fascinated by the creative process involved in the making of art, finds the perfect 
subject in Rubens' painting 'Peace and War' and its themes that intrigue and inspire a contemporary 
artist. The result is a many-layered novel, impressively skilful and deeply absorbing.’ Anita Desai 
 
‘Harvey’s profound understanding of the physical processes in the making of art enrich this, his fifth 
novel… PAX is beautifully written, in language as vivid as the paintings described – and is a gripping 
read.’ Katherine Mezzacappa, Historical Novel Society, 91  
 

FIC
TIO

N
 / N

O
V

EL / H
ISTO

RICA
L 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

93 

‘At one level, a gripping wartime/espionage thriller… Harvey’s sensually pungent, multiple-strand 
narrative shows how Stephen Bloodsmith’s imaginative immersion in the historical Caroline London 
transforms his Twenty-First Century lived experience.’  Simon Lavery, Tredynas Days 
 
 “This is the story of desire, not just sexual desire but the desire for power. There’s art, politics and 
lots of intrigue. Beautifully written, almost poetic and a marvellous piece of historical fiction (…)  an 
engrossing read for anyone who loves historical fiction. Orlando-Books 
 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
 
 

THE PLATE SHOP 

Winner of the David Higham Prize for Fiction, shortlisted for the Hawthornden Prize and the Yorkshire 
Post Fiction Prize  

  
Once this pioneering engineering works sold building plant across 
the world. Now the taken-over factory waits to learn whether it 
will survive or be scrapped, while Foreman Clyde wages a losing 
war against the youthful face of change. 

‘A prose which is accomplished, poetic, incisive.’ A.S. BYATT, Times  

'A powerful style, a strong visual sense and an impressive understanding 
of men who have to fight to survive.' Daily Telegraph  

‘Not merely unusual but also very good – precise, subtle, authoritative 
and unexpectedly exciting.’ HERMIONE LEE, Observer  

 ‘Harvey’s theme in his first novel is penetrating, his sense of drama 
impeccable and his language powerful.’ Time Out  

'An admirable first novel... pre-eminently a book for the times... one of the best novels about work that I can 
remember.' THOMAS HINDE, Sunday Telegraph  

‘Conveys individual and collective feelings with a ring of authority... the factory is almost a physical 
experience, like being battered aboard a Jack London whaler in a blind typhoon.’ Guardian  

‘An impressive first novel... John Harvey has something of Zola’s ability to describe physical work so that you 
can almost hear the beating iron heart of the workshop.’ Listener  
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COUP D’ÉTAT 

Selected by Chris Patten in the Sunday Telegraph as ‘the novel which shows 
the best grasp of political life’.  

'Many causes are lost in the course of the novel: on the barricades, in the 
bedroom, on the battlefield, but never in the heart. John Harvey cares very 
much for his people. He writes with feeling but without sentimentality, in 
sorrow as well as anger, without the distortion of melodrama. There is great 
strength in this moving and extremely readable novel, and great hope.' Times  

'What a treat . . . stylish, politically interesting and immensely readable.' 
NINA BAWDEN, Daily Telegraph  

'Tolstoyan . . . a wide-ranging, detailed and sympathetic portrayal of a whole 
society.' ANTHONY THWAITE, Observer  

'Impressive, compelling . . . it is a fine work . . . tense, exciting and significant.' ALLAN MASSIE, Scotsman  

‘Impressive story-telling: a series of individual dramas inlaid beautifully into a grand cycle of history and 
whirling slowly through the beguiling landscape of Greece. The unerring quality of the writing makes it an 
enormously compelling book.’ Standard  

 

THE LEGEND OF CAPTAIN SPACE  

'The picture he paints of parenthood is eerie, convincing and, in a perverse 
way, beautiful.' MAUREEN FREELY, Independent on Sunday  

'Compelling and enjoyable . . . John Harvey writes with consistent authority. 
The prose is spare, evocative and effective... In his prose, which is at once 
stylized, rhythmical and unadorned, Mr Harvey recalls Hemingway; it is a 
prose which commands attention by its laconic denial of any flourish; a prose 
which as it were steps modestly back into the limelight.' ALLAN MASSIE, 
Scotsman  

'An impeccably spare prose... It is hard to say precisely why this bare narrative 
is so memorable and haunting. It is partly because of the assurance with 
which Harvey chooses the details of life we are given. He gives us things in a 

few lines -- a human body, a crying child, a heavy lorry, so that we are made to see them simultaneously as the 
characters see them, and from some huge distance, as perfected instances of some terrible mystery of human 
existence.' A.S. BYATT, Independent  

'A remarkable and terrifying exploration of the ordinary . . . The prose is charged, street-credible.' Times 
Literary Supplement  

‘The pleasure of this tale lies in the quick nervy prose that tells it. Sharp images raise the urban gloom to the 
heights of poetry... Harvey’s deep concern for people at the receiving end of social injustice is so evident that 
his sad story ends not only hopeful but almost merry.’ DAVID HUGHES, Mail on Sunday  
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‘A most accomplished and powerful piece of writing.’ Guardian 
‘Haunting . . . images, thoughts and dreams leave their mark on the reader . . . a writer of great power.’ 
Centrepiece  

‘Compelling . . . the dialogue and characters have the ring of truth . . . one of the most involving novels I have 
read.’ Options  

‘The novel is crisply told, the dialogue is totally believable, and the charactes’ distress and pain, along with 
their ecstasy and their yearning, come across vividly to the reader.’ Bookseller  

 

THE SUBJECT OF A PORTRAIT  

'The novel is so alive, so full of movement and momentum.' ANITA 
DESAI  

'Captivating . . . a discerning and rather sumptuous study of one of history's 
most infamous love triangles.' Independent  

'A true page-turner . . . it becomes impossible to put down.' The PreRaphaelite 
Society Review  

‘The characters of Millais and Effie are far from romantic stereotypes; their 
passion is depicted as convincingly as Heathcliff and Cathy’s. But it’s the 
strangely sympathetic portrayal of the monstrous innocent Ruskin, with his 
angels and demons in constant conflict, that dominates the narrative and 
lingers in the memory.’ Tredynas Days  

'Powered by lyrical prose of the highest order . . . John Harvey's evocation of Victorian England and its 
climate of sexual repression will be hard to match. So too will the subtlety and eye for intimate detail with 
which he brings alive an achingly beautiful love story.' FARZANA SHAIKH  
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RAY ROBINSON 

THE MATING HABITS 
OF STAGS  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (216 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
  
 
 
Midwinter. As former farmhand Jake, a widower in his seventies, wanders the beautiful, austere moors 
of North Yorkshire trying to evade capture, we learn of the events of his past: the wife he loved and 
lost, their child he knows cannot be his, and the deep-seated need for revenge that manifests itself in 
a moment of violence. 

On the coast, Jake’s friend, Sheila, receives the devastating news. The aftermath of Jake’s actions, and 
what it brings to the surface, will change her life forever. But how will she react when he turns up at 
her door? 

The Mating Habits of Stags is a journey through a life of guilt and things unsaid – and as beauty and 
tenderness blend with violence, Robinson transports us to a different world, subtly exploring love and 
loss in a language that both bruises and heals. 

An early version of the story was released in 2016 as the short film Edith, starring Peter Mullan and 
Michelle Fairley, which was Bafta-longlisted for Best British Short Film. 

 

Born in North Yorkshire, RAY ROBINSON first won attention in 2006 with his debut 
novel, Electricity. It was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, the Authors’ Club Best 
First Novel Award and the Portico Prize. The screen adaptation premiered at the BFI London Film 
Festival and won Best Screenplay at the National Film Awards. 

His other novels are The Man Without, Forgetting Zoë and Jawbone Lake. Forgetting Zoë was a winner of the 
inaugural Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize. 

He wrote the multi-award-winning short film Edith, starring Peter Mullan and Michelle Fairley, on 
which his fifth novel, The Mating Habits of Stags, is based. 
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PRAISE FOR THE MATING HABITS OF STAGS 

 
‘A taut, spare story of survival that turns on its heel to become something altogether braver, rarer and 
more precious’ Melissa Harrison 

‘Ray Robinson is a writer with keen observation. His prose is hard, abrupt and sinewy’ Allan Massie, 
The Scotsman 

‘I’m hoping that, once I start banging on about Ray Robinson, you’ll all get on the Ray Robinson bus. 
I don’t know if he’s got a bus, but now he has’ Simon Savidge 

‘Rich, compelling stuff’ Metro 

‘I was completely captivated by this novel about the primal instincts of love, home, survival and 
revenge. It seemed to remind of every good book that I have read in recent times. Expect this one to 
feature heavily come awards season. This is a book that reminded me why I love reading and it was a 
privilege to read’ The Book Chief 

 ‘It is next to impossible to capture in a couple of sentences the majesty of this novel. The Mating Habits 
of Stags is an incredible book which has left me feeling bereft. It has gone straight into my top five all-
time favourite books’ Rachel Read It 
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EMILY R .  AUSTIN 

OH, HONEY  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (140 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2017 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD  
 

 
 
 
 
“Hello, my name is Esther. I am calling on behalf of Krippler Incorporated, a market research 
institute. Today we are conducting a survey on feline diabetes. Do you, or any member of your 
household, own a cat?” 
They hang up. 
“Hello. My name is Joan. I am calling on behalf of—” 
They hang up. 
“Hello. My name’s Doreen.” 
 
Jane is a telemarketer. She uses a different name each time, and soon it becomes clear that she is calling 
the same man again and again. Each call is a new battle between them, with him becoming angrier and 
more threatening. But Jane isn’t calling him at random; Jane has a purpose; Jane has a past which seems 
to change each time she tells it. The story is revealed through exchanges like ritual incantations. 
A sharp, funny and dark novel about identity and connection. 
 
EMILY R. AUSTIN was born in 1989 and grew up in St Thomas, South Western Ontario, Canada, 
the third of four children. She started  her first job when I was fifteen years old,  working as a floor 
porter in a grocery store; she has also worked as a camp counsellor, as a cashier in a coffee shop – and 
as a telemarketer.  After  studying English Language and Literature at the University of Western 
Ontario she obtained an MA in Library and Information Science, working part time in a LGBT library, 
and now works for the federal government of Canada in Information Management and as a school 
librarian. Oh Honey is her first book. 
 

PRAISE  
 

"A disaffected slacker hides her troubles behind a witty facade. As the story twists and turns in 
unexpected ways, it moves from amusing to terrifying--a transition that Austin also handles expertly. 
A well-crafted and engaging novel." --Kirkus Reviews 
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C A T H E R I N E  H E R N A N D E Z   

SCARBOROUGH 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (264 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2017 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH (XYZ) 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
OVER 20000 COPIES SOLD IN NORTH AMERICA 
SOON TO BE A FEATURE FILM 
 
Winner of the Jim Wong-Chu Award 
Trillium Book Award and City of Toronto Book Award finalist 
Edmund White Debut Fiction Award finalist 
A Globe 100, National Post and Quill and Quire Best Book of the Year 
Longlisted for Canada Reads 
 

Scarborough is a low-income, culturally diverse neighborhood east of Toronto, the fourth largest city 
in North America; like many inner city communities, it suffers under the weight of poverty, drugs, 
crime, and urban blight. Scarborough the novel employs a multitude of voices to tell the story of a tight-
knit neighborhood under fire: among them, Victor, a black artist harassed by the police; Winsum, a 
West Indian restaurant owner struggling to keep it together; and Hina, a Muslim school worker who 
witnesses first-hand the impact of poverty on education. 

And then there are the three kids who work to rise above a system that consistently fails them: Bing, 
a gay Filipino boy who lives under the shadow of his father's mental illness; Sylvie, Bing's best friend, 
a Native girl whose family struggles to find a permanent home to live in; and Laura, whose history of 
neglect by her mother is destined to repeat itself with her father. 

Scarborough offers a raw yet empathetic glimpse into a troubled community that locates its dignity in 
unexpected places: a neighborhood that refuses to be undone. 

CATHERINE HERNANDEZ is the author of the novel Scarborough, which made the "Best of 
2017" list from The Globe and Mail, National Post, Quill and Quire, and CBC Books. Her plays The Femme 
Playlist / I Cannot Lie to the Stars That Made Me, Singkil, and Kilt Pins were published by Playwrights 
Canada Press. Her children's book M is for Mustache: A Pride ABC Book was published by Flamingo 
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Rampant, and I Promise, illustrated by Syrus Marcus Ware, by Arsenal Pulp Press. She is the Artistic 
Director of b current. Catherine lives in Scarborough, Ontario. 
 

PRAISE 

With its multiplicity of voices and its ability to walk the very fine line between nonjudgmental and 
nonexculpatory, the book is a sensitive and unvarnished look at a place with more than its fair share 
of troubles, and Hernandez shows that it is also a place that refuses to give up hope. -Publishers Weekly 

It's said that sometimes an author needs to write fiction in order to tell the most searing truth, 
and Scarborough is perfect proof of that axiom. This is a beautifully rendered, intimately populated 
landscape that honours and cherishes characters we usually only see relegated to background scenery 
and pat, two-dimensional representations. It feels at once foreign and familiar, soothing and 
challenging -- the kind of storytelling that touches our tenderest places; the best kind of storytelling I 
know. -S. Bear Bergman, author of Butch Is a Noun and The Nearest Exit May Be Behind You 

Scarborough showcases a necessary shift from the singular voice novel to create space for many voices 
to be heard -- especially ones that are often forgotten. In her dexterous debut, Catherine Hernandez 
powerfully centres the margins by interlacing narratives that spotlight the beauty that thrives beyond 
the big city. -Vivek Shraya, author of even this page is white and She of the Mountains 

Scarborough marks the arrival of a fierce new voice in Canadian fiction. Hernandez has rendered one of 
the most vibrant portraits of contemporary suburbia I've yet encountered. -Jordan Tannahill, two-time 
Governor General's Award-winning playwright 

Hernandez goes deeper than most writers dare when it comes to the complexities of racial and cultural 
violences, unafraid to unpack the explicit and implicit prejudices that inform her characters' 
behaviours, white and racialized alike . .. This is a crucial book for Toronto, and a shining example for 
writers concerned with the cultural tensions of the now. -Broken Pencil 

Scarborough is a celebration of community, a sensitive and compassionate portrayal of how lives are 
irrevocably changed, moment by moment, through small acts of kindness or cruelty. It's a novel that 
deserves to be read widely. -Hamilton Review of Books 

Scarborough is important for many reasons; it's also quite simply storytelling at its finest. -Popmatters. com 

Scarborough is raw yet beautiful, disturbing yet hopeful... It gives voice to people whose stories are often 
unheard, making this an important book that deserves a wide audience. -Booklist 
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SARAYU SRIVATSA 

IF YOU LOOK FOR ME, I 
AM NOT HERE  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 
 
When Mallika loses her longed-for daughter at birth, it is not the only loss in the family: the surviving 
twin - a boy - loses the love of his mother. He grows up needing to be the daughter his mother wants, 
the son his scientist father accepts, and more, with the guilt of being the one who survived. In a recently 
independent India, haunted by its colonial past and striving to find its identity, he struggles to find his 
own self. Sarayu Srivatsa has created a moving family portrait, richly-coloured by the vibrant culture 
and landscape of India, where history, religion and gender collide in a family scarred by the past and 
struggling with the present. 
 
 
Trained as an architect and city planner SARAYU SRIVATSA was the editor of Indian Architect and 
Builder Review. Her book, Where the Streets Lead (1997), won the JIIA Award. In 2002 she won the 
Picador-Outlook non-fiction writing award. Her first novel, The Last Pretence, was longlisted for the 
Man Asian Award in 2008. When You Look for Me I am Not Here was longlisted for the Guardian Not 
the Booker Prize list. 
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BENJAMIN MYERS  

PIG IRON  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2012 
RIGHTS SOLD: BLOOMSBURY (PAPERBACK) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
WINNER OF THE GORDON BURN PRIZE 
RUNNER-UP THE GUARDIAN’S NOT THE BOOKER PRIZE 
A 3:AM MAGAZINE NOVEL OF THE YEAR. 
 

. 

John-John wants to escape his past. But the legacy of brutality left by his bare-knuckle boxer father, 
self-styled King of the Gypsies, Mac Wisdom, looms large over his life. John-John’s new job as an ice 
cream van man, should offer freedom, but instead pulls him into the dark underbelly of life in a 
northern town where his family name is mud. 

As John-John attempts to trade prejudice, parole officers and local gangs for “the green cathedral” – 
the rural landscape that provides solace for him – the story of Mac’s rise and spectacularly bloody fall 
unravels. 

PIG IRON is the story of a traveller who hasn’t travelled; a young man fighting for his very survival. 

 
BENJAMIN MYERS  is an author and journalist. His novels include The Offing (2019), The Gallows 
Pole (2017), Beastings (2014), Pig Iron (2012) and Richard (2010). He lives in the Upper Calder Valley, 
Yorkshire, UK. 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
“Pig Iron is an important book because it tells a story that has shaped all contemporary Western 
humans, but is routinely, inexplicably overlooked – the great move from agricultural life to industrial 
life.” – Judge Deborah Orr, the Gordon Burn Prize 2013 

“One of my best reads this year…it’s a deeply rural story, a book full of passion for the English 
countryside and centred on the conflict between the travelling and the settled community. – Melvin 
Burgess 
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Myers’s poetic vernacular brims with that quality most sadly lost in the Thatcher years – humanity. 
Cathi Unsworth in The Guardian 

This is yet another singular portrait of an outsider from Myers. And delivered through authentic 
characterisation, a monstrously compelling plot, and frequent humour – a rare combination of such 
successfully crafted elements – Pig Iron deserves to find itself on many a reading list, if not the National 
Curriculum. 
Declan Tan for 3:AM Magazine 

Benjamin Myers’s influences are clear — David Peace’s northern brutalism is evident and there are 
suggestions of Salinger and Golding but Pig Iron’s savage vision is his alone. Pig Iron is an utterly 
compelling book because the twin desolations of blighted sink estate culture and the emotional 
alienation of the main character are evoked unrelentingly and the grim conclusion is almost inevitable. 
Steve Ely for Morning Star 

“What a staggeringly powerful book. It held me page by page, totally took me over. If I had to opt for 
a single word to encompass the experience of reading the book, I’d settle for ‘ferocious’.  How come 
this book didn’t win all the literary prizes that year?” – Dominic Cooper, author of The Dead Of 
Winter and Sunrise. 
 
“Original and urgent, exciting and uncompromising” – Loud & Quiet, Books of the Year 
 
“Never has an author caught the sense of dread, denial and defeat in the downward spiral so thoroughly 
and accurately as this since Hubert Selby Jr.’s masterwork Requiem For A Dream.  Myers’ blend of 
low-life settings and high art conceptions, coupled with a sharp knowledge of North-East regional 
dialectical inflections and the region’s mapping, are a wonderful throwback to Joyce.” – Louder Than 
War 
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ELIAS VORPAHL  

THE WORD TROVE  

CLIENT: ELIAS VORPAHL 
PUBLISHER: BUCHBLATT VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (176 PP) IN GERMAN AND 
ENGLISH, SOME B&W ILLUSTRATIONS  
PUB DATE (GERMANY): JANUARY 2018 
RIGHTS SOLD: TURKISH (PEGASUS) 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 

 
Already over 25000 copies sold! 

“A literary masterpiece about language – imaginative, moving and wonderfully original!” 

If you like inventive, whimsical, wildly original books, if you're a fan of Alice in Wonderland or The 
Neverending Story, this is the book for you! 
 
Accompany a word that has misplaced its meaning on its search for its own identity. On the way you'll 
meet the couple Rhyme & Reason, travel down the torrent of words on a watership to the realm of 
dead language, and on to the city of Langwich, to participate in the Linguistic Games... 
 
“There are thousands of paths for you to take. Recognising the path that gives you meaning is the greatest challenge of 
all.” 

A magical tale about language – wonderful, poetic and profound! 

"Saying the right words at the right time is like magic." 

“Elias Vorpahl tells a story of seeking and finding, of courage, curiosity and self-confidence. He writes 
of growing beyond oneself and of seeing one’s own world through different eyes. He doesn’t just tell 
this tale with wonderful words but with much humour and imagination. If you’re looking for a book 
that makes you happy and puts a smile on your face, "The Word Trove" is just the thing!”, writes Jazzie 
on LovelyBooks.de 

PRAISE 

"An imaginative and powerfully eloquent world of wonder that left me speechless!" – Vorablesen.de 
"This book is a little miracle." – Süddeutsche Zeitung 
"A clever, tender book with beautiful illustrations and a whiff of Alice in 
Wonderland." – LovelyBooks.de 
 

Biography 
After a year of voluntary social service in South Africa, ELIAS VORPAHL (b. 1985) 
studied Mathematics in New Zealand and Germany. He is a member of the author collective 
Prosathek. The Word Trove is his first novel.  
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J U D Y  B I R K B E C K   

BEHIND THE MASK IS 
NOTHING  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (342 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2017 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
 

 

How could anyone get drawn into a cult without realising?  

Stef does. An overworked teacher, she questions her husband's fidelity, but is drawn into a community 
on a remote Exmoor estate run by the couples’ counsellor. Meanwhile, her grandmother, who is 
writing her memoir about the Hitler Youth girls in Berlin with a mixture of guilt and nostalgia, looks 
on helplessly as Stef descends ever further. 

A disturbing novel about the abuse of power - and the acceptance of this abuse. 

 
JUDY BIRKBECK studied German and French at Reading University, and gained an MA in Creative 
Writing from Exeter University. She works as a technical, legal and commercial translator from 
German, French, Russian and Spanish. Behind The Mask Is Nothing was partly inspired by personal 
experience of a non-residential cult-like group.  
She is currently working on her third novel, about the abuse of power within the family. She has had 
short stories published in Litro, The Lampeter Review, and elsewhere. 
Judy was born and bred in London, and lives in Yorkshire. 
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SOCRATES  ADAMS 

A MODERN FAMILY  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (160 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2013 
RIGHTS SOLD: EDITIONS PREMIER DEGRÉ 
(FRENCH) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, 
NA) 
 

Television’s most popular car show presenter lives his life in the shadow of his career and his persona. 
He has the perfect job. He doesn’t have the perfect family. His wife retches in the bathrooms of 
exclusive restaurants; his daughter’s obsession with a friend is consuming her; his son lives a double 
life selling pornography by day and gaming on-line all night. The presenter views his family from the 
outside and watches as they slowly disintegrate in front of him, unable to control anything that is not 
scripted.  

Socrates Adams perfectly mirrors what magazines sell to their readers in a bleak, satirical look at what 
modern families might think they want to be. 
 
SOCRATES JAMES is a novelist and a film maker who lives in Falmouth, Cornwall. His first 
novel, Everything’s Fine, was published in 2012 by Transmission Print. It was nominated for The 
Guardian First Book Award and was published in Spain and the US. He’s currently working on a 
new novel. 
 
As part of the film-making collective Metal Man, he co-wrote, co-directed and starred in WIZARD'S 
WAY, a feature film which won the London Comedy Film Festival (LoCo) Discovery Feature award 
in 2014. The remake rights for the movie were bought by Electric Dynamite, Hollywood actor Jack 
Black's production company, and a TV pilot is being developed by Comedy Central, based on the 
film. 
Their second film, JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE MOON, is currently in pre-
production.  
 

PRAISE FOR A MODERN FAMILY 
 
“A Modern Family is filled with wry observation, ruthless satire and, underneath it all, a real warmth. It 
is scathing, truthful and hilariously, painfully funny.” -- Award-winning author Jenn Ashworth 
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POETRY & ARTS 
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CAROLYN CARLSON  
ON THE EDGE OF INFINITY  
A COLLECTION OF POETRY AND UNPUBLISHED 
DRAWINGS BY CAROLYN CARLSON, TRANSLATED AND 
PRESENTED BY JEAN-PIERRE SIMÉON. 

CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (200 PP) IN FRENCH AND 
ENGLISH (bilingual edition) 
PUB DATE (F): MARCH 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 

"Carolyn Carlson has always been a fundamental, intrinsic and full poet. And, please, let's not convey 
to this appellation the soft and complacent value that it is too often given. A particular disposition to 
sensibility, to be a dreamer, a contemplative, a lover of beautiful things, or to be an elegant musician 
of words, etc. 

I don't use the word lightly and it's about something much more serious: a poet is someone who 
dedicates his life, his whole life, without compromise, to a radical questioning, to the obstinate 
examination of the reasons and means of existence, without regard for easy moral, ideological, religious 
answers. It is to devote oneself, at one's own risk, to this added value of meaning that undoes all 
knowledge and incessantly regenerates life by opening it to its irreducible mystery. 

It is in this sense that I say that Carolyn Carlson is first and foremost a poet. It follows that this truth, 
which is the reality of her life, everything she has done, does or will do, everything she creates to turn 
appearances upside down and reveal the infinite faces of mystery, all this is poetry, high poetry. No 
matter the means or materials, the bodies, gestures, sculpted or inhabited space, paper, inks, poems. 
These are only traces of the passage of poetry, of its visible and therefore shareable forms." Jean-Pierre 
Siméon 

This collection brings together poems and unpublished drawings by Carolyn Carlson and a new edition 
of Dialogue with Rothko. 

Born in California, CAROLYN CARLSON is a dancer, choreographer, calligrapher and poet. For 
four decades, her influence and success have been considerable in many European countries. She has 
created more than a hundred pieces, many of which are major milestones in the history of dance. She 
is notably the author of Brins d'herbe (2011) and Traces d'encre (2013). 

JEAN-PIERRE SIMÉON, who holds a degree in modern literature, is the author of some twenty 
collections of poetry, as well as novels, children’s books and plays for which he has received numerous 
awards. Former artistic director of the Printemps des poètes festival, he is now associate poet at the 
Théâtre national populaire. 

PO
ETRY
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ANOUK GRINBERG  
AND WHY SHOULD I TALK 
LIKE YOU? 
“BRUT” AND “NON-BRUT” WRITINGS 
GATHERED BY ANOUK GRINBERG. PREFACE 
BY JEAN-PIERRE SIMEON. POSTFACE BY 
SARAH LOMBARDI, DIRECTOR OF 
COLLECTION DE L'ART BRUT, LAUSANNE.. 
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP)  
PUB DATE (F): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 

Of Art Brut (Outsider Art), we know the paintings, sculptures and brilliant installations. But “raw” 
texts remain surprisingly unknown. They are most often letters from men and women whom their 
family or society had locked up: they spent years in asylums, sometimes their whole lives, without 
really understanding why. Pushed out of the world, and taken for who they were not, they wrote to 
their families or to the directors of the institutions so that they would not be forgotten; but none of 
this was read; the medical services - and the families - considered that these people were not real 
people at all. 

These texts overflow with tenderness, rage, humor and freedom. None of those who express 
themselves thought they were authors, they knew nothing about art, they wrote out of a hunger for 
life, to set their spirit free. Through them, we touch the very root of art, art in its raw state. 

ANOUK GRINBERG is an actress and painter. This book is a companion to her eponymous show. 

JEAN-PIERRE SIMÉON, who holds a degree in modern literature, is the author of some twenty 
collections of poetry, as well as novels, children’s books and plays for which he has received numerous 
awards. Former artistic director of the Printemps des poètes festival, he is now associate poet at the 
Théâtre national populaire. 
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TENILLE K. CAMPBELL 

NEDI NEZU 
GOOD MEDECINE 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (92 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MARCH 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 

A celebratory, slyly funny, and bluntly honest take on sex and romance in NDN Country.  

nedi nezu (Good Medicine) explores the beautiful space that being a sensual Indigenous woman creates - 
not only as a partner, a fantasy, a heartbreak waiting to happen but also as an auntie, a role model, a 
voice that connects to others walking the same path. From the online hookup world of DMs, double 
taps, and secret texts to earth-shakingly erotic encounters under the northern stars to the ever-
complicated relationship Indigenous women have with mainstream society, this poetry collection 
doesn't shy away from depicting the gorgeous diversity in decolonized desire. Instead, Campbell creates 
the most intimate of spaces, where the tea is hot and a seat is waiting, surrounded by the tantalizing 
laughter of aunties telling stories.  

These wise, jubilant poems chronicle many failed attempts at romance, with the wry humour needed 
to not take these heartbreaks personally, and the growth that comes from sitting in the silence of living 
a solo life in a world that insists everyone should be partnered up. With a knowing smile, this book 
side-eyes the political existence and celebrates the lived experience of an Indigenous woman falling in 
love and lust with those around her -but, most importantly, with herself.  

nedi nezu is a smart, sensual, and scandalous collection dripping in Indigenous culture yet irresistible to 
anyone in thrall to the magnificent disaster that is dating, sex, and relationships.  

TENILLE K. CAMPBELL is a Dene/Métis author and photographer from English River First 
Nation in In Treaty Ten, northern Saskatchewan. Her acclaimed poetry collection, 
#IndianLovesPoems (Signature Editions), was shortlisted for the Indigenous Voices Award. Campbell 
is the force behind sweetmoon photography, which specializes in capturing NDN joy in its many 
forms. She is also the co-creator and a blogger at tea&bannock, an online collective for Indigenous 
women photographers and artists to share their stories. Campbell completed her MFA in creative 
writing at the University of British Columbia and is working on a doctoral degree in Indigenous 
Literature at the University of Saskatchewan. 
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PRAISE 

Since I was hit on by someone using lines from #IndianLovePoems and immediately went out to buy it, 
I've been eagerly waiting for Tenille K. Campbell's next collection. What a joy and a blessing to find 
myself in pages as intimate as staying up late with your best friend sharing truths, as hot as meeting 
your next lover's gaze, and as sharp as a mean auntie. nedi nezu cements Campbell's reputation as the 
matriarch of decolonized desire. -Eden Robinson, author of Trickster Drift 

Dare we all have such an opportunity to revel in the intimate oratories of Tenille K. Campbell's 
matriarchy. She asks us to 'know that we are in ceremony' as she undertakes an album of sensual and 
sexual vignettes rinsed clean of seeds in gentle spring waters. Alternatively, she interrogates fatphobia, 
Indigenous masculinities, academia, heteropatriarchy, and untangles the ways in which poetry hinges 
on the pervasive in the stratosphere of social media. Campbell shows us yet again why Indigeneity is 
wholly and irrevocably erotic by nature. -Joshua Whitehead, author of Jonny Appleseed 

There are many kinds of intimacy in Tenille Campbell's delicious second collection: that of laughing 
lovers entangled in damp sheets under the star-strewn northern sky; that of a Dene/Metis woman 
dreaming her relations with the living land, its histories, and its futures; that of a formidably talented 
woman in all her complex contexts - poet, scholar, mother, lover - who shifts with ease between 
evocations of knee-trembling desire, wry humour, tender kindness, and aching loneliness. The poems 
are a love-language that honours the messy, meaningful complexities of sensual self-determination, the 
fierce assertion of an Indigenous woman's embodied and visionary power. We are lucky indeed to have 
the restorative gift of Campbell's work in this ever more alienating world. Read it, share it, be 
transformed. -Daniel Heath Justice, author of Why Indigenous Literatures Matter 
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LARISSA LAI 

IRON GODDESS OF MERCY 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (176 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 

Iron Goddess of Mercy by Lambda Literary Award winner Larissa Lai (for the novel The Tiger Flu) is a long 
poem that captures the vengeful yet hopeful movement of the Furies mid-whirl and dance with them 
through the horror of the long now. Inspired by the tumultuous history of Hong Kong, from the 
Japanese and British occupations to the ongoing pro-democracy protests, the poem interrogates the 
complicated notion of identity, offering a prism through which the term 'Asian' can be understood to 
make sense of a complex set of relations. The self crystallizes in moments of solidity, only to dissolve 
and whirl away again. The poet is a windsock, catching all the affect that blows at her and ballooning 
to fullness, only to empty again when the wind changes direction. Iron Goddess of Mercy is a game of mah 
jong played deep into the night, an endless gamble.  

Presented in sixty-four fragments to honour the sixty-four hexagrams of the I Ching, Iron Goddess of 
Mercy also borrows from haibun, a traditional Japanese form of travel writing in which each diary entry 
closes with a haiku. The poem dizzies, turns on itself. It rants, it curses, it writes love letters, but as the 
Iron Goddess is ever changing, so is the object of her address: a maenad, Kool-Aid, Chiang Kai-shek, 
the economy, a clown, freedom of speech, a brother, a bother, a typist, a monster, a machine, Iris 
Chang, Hannah Arendt, the Greek warrior Achilles, or a deer caught in the headlights.  

Finally, a balm to the poem's devastating passion and fury, Iron Goddess of Mercy is also a type of oolong 
tea, a most fragrant infusion said to have been a gift from the compassionate bodhisattva Guan Yin.  

Summoning the ghosts of history and politics, Iron Goddess of Mercy explores the complexities of identity 
through the lens of rage and empowerment.  

LARISSA LAI was born in La Jolla, California, grew up in St. John's, Newfoundland, and currently 
lives in Calgary. She holds a PhD in English from the University of Calgary and an MA in Creative 
Writing from the University of East Anglia. She was awarded an Astraea Foundation Emerging Writers 
Award in 1995. Her novel When Fox is a Thousand was first published by Press Gang Publishers in 1995; 
a new edition, featuring an afterword by the author, was published by Arsenal Pulp Press in 2004. In 
2009, she published Automaton Biographies(Arsenal Pulp), her first solo poetry book that was shortlisted 
for the Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize at the BC Book Prizes. She is also the author of Salt Fish 
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Girl (Thomas Allen Publishers, 2002), as well as a book-length collaborative long poem with Rita Wong 
called sybil unrest, published by Line Books in 2009.  
  

PRAISE 

Dear Reader, I don't think I've ever experienced the intensity of an epistolary 'voice' performed with 
such impact as this Iron Goddess jamming through the syllables of an explosive imagination, then 
landing, simply, on a haiku. Larissa Lai's writing in this book is a phenomenal instance of improvisation 
that attracts and challenges our readerly dexterity. Dear Reader, Dear deer in the headlights, Dear 
'people of the on/ off switch' - Stop, Look, and Listen. -Fred Wah, author of Music at the Heart of 
Thinking 

Where does thinking go? We worry about the island of plastic growing in the Pacific Ocean, but what 
about the cyclone of thoughts that gather in our collective third eye? In Iron Goddess of Mercy, Larissa 
Lai is breaking her way through language pileups, hooking syllables onto syntax, looping modernity 
over history over time. What doesn't hang us we might weave into a haibun, that most magical of 
forms that allows all the sprawl of prose and all the precision of the haiku. 'What if, in spite of 
everything forgotten, the whole fabric remains swimming or stitching in fish form?' This is a tale of 
renewal: in the future we will all need to carry much, much more, and we really need to make light of 
it. -Sina Queyras, author of My Ariel 

Iron Goddess of Mercy is a work of fierce, mad genius. Composing with equal parts chaos and precise 
form, Larissa Lai weaves the English language, the love letter and the haibun, historic violence and 
contemporary geopolitics, pop culture references, unrelenting rage and wicked humour into a 
polyphonic storm of meaning and emotion, like an ancient sorcerer bending the elements with many 
arms. With seemingly effortless virtuosity, the author spins us through a kaleidoscopic view of how 
empire building, occupation and revolution shape the individual and collective soul. No poetry lover, 
activist, historian or spiritual seeker could possibly fail to fall to their knees before Lai's Iron Goddess. 
Take heed, readers. These are the words of a master. -Kai Cheng Thom, author of a place called No 
Homeland 

Iron Goddess of Mercy confronts a nightmarish inventory of the costs of human desire and ambition. Yet 
Lai's 'poethic' vision thrives by a poetry of grand imagination and sonic depth. Hidden scenes of unjust 
histories are spun out from modern life's random narratives of fanfare toward the stabilizing richness 
of epiphany. Here is mourning and celebration as Lai deals hard-won blows to the limiting strictness 
of reason. Here we emerge with better names for common things in their hypnotic globe of urgent 
transformation. -Canisia Lubrin, author of The Dyzgraphxst and Voodoo Hypothesis 

Lai allows a tumble of history to seethe through Iron Goddess of Mercy. The high energy of her playful, 
cutting prose poetry is counter-posed with restful, concluding lyrics, with the two becoming one in a 
short sequence of visual poetry at book's end. A full banquet of poetic synthesis, serving up 'the long 
now' and 'the wide I' - a very satisfying poetry collection. -Joanne Arnott, author of Halfling Spring 

Dear reader, I'm always impressed by the power of Lai's imagination to dislocate us from reality in 
order to reattach us more meaningfully. Neither her worlds nor her words behave as they should. She 
liberates everything she touches to recombine with whatever it pleases. Billie Jean King can live next 
to Michael Jackson's 'Billie Jean. ' Strands of Indigenous, Black, and Asian movements merge into 
recombinant DNA. Dear reader, in this intense, sustained long poem, Lai finds a form for everything 
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we don't want to talk about -"smile now I don't understand why you're so upset" - but must. -Ian 
Williams, author of Personals 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

 
Shortlisted for the Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize 

Automaton Biographies is the first full-length solo poetry book by novelist Larissa Lai (When Fox is a 
Thousand, Salt Fish Girl).  

With an ear to the white noise of advertising, pop music, CNN, 
biotechnology, the Norton Anthology of English Literature, cereal 
packaging, and MuchMusic, Lai explores the problem of what it 
means to exist on the boundaries of the human.  

The books consists of four long poems: "Rachel," a meditation in 
the voice of the cyborg figure Rachel from Ridley Scott's film Blade 
Runner and its source material, Philip K. Dick's Do Androids Dream of 
Electric Sheep?; "nascent fashion," which addresses contemporary war 
and its excesses; "Ham," which circulates around the chimpanzee 
named Ham sent up into space as part of the Mercury Redstone 
missions by NASA in the 1960s and later donated to the Coulston 
Foundation for biomedicalresearch; and "auto matter," a kind of 
unfoldingautobiography told in poems.  

Ambitious, eloquent, and deeply personal, these poems taken as a whole are a personal and cultural 
history that jostles us out of our humanness and into our relations to animal, machine, language, and 
one another.  
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C I C E L Y  B E L L E  B L A I N   

BURNING SUGAR 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (112 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

League of Canadian Poet Award finalist 
 
A poetic exploration of Black identity, history, and lived experience influenced by the constant 
search for liberation.  

In this incendiary debut collection, activist and poet Cicely Belle Blain intimately revisits familiar spaces 
in geography, in the arts, and in personal history to expose the legacy of colonization and its impact 
on Black bodies. They use poetry to illuminate their activist work: exposing racism, especially anti-
Blackness, and helping people see the connections between history and systemic oppression that show 
up in every human interaction, space, and community. Their poems demonstrate how the world is 
both beautiful and cruel, a truth that inspires overwhelming anger and awe - all of which spills out 
onto the page to tell the story of a challenging, complex, nuanced, and joyful life.  

In Burning Sugar, verse and epistolary, racism and resilience, pain and precarity are flawlessly sewn 
together by the mighty hands of a Black, queer femme.  

This book is the second title to be published under the VS. Books imprint, a series curated and edited 
by writer-musician Vivek Shraya, featuring work by new and emerging Indigenous or Black writers, or 
writers of colour.  

CICELY BELLE BLAIN is a Black/mixed, queer femme from London now living on the lands of 
the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples. At the heart of their work, Cicely Belle 
harnesses their passion for justice, liberation and meaningful change via transformative education, 
always with laughter, and fearlessly in the face of resistance. They are noted for founding Black Lives 
Matter Vancouver and subsequently being listed as one of Vancouver magazine's 50 most powerful 
people, BCBusiness magazine's 30 under 30, and the CBC's 150 Black women and non-binary people 
making change across Canada. They are now the CEO of Cicely Blain Consulting, a social justice-
informed diversity and inclusion consulting company with over 100 clients across North America, 
Europe, Asia and Africa. Cicely Belle is an instructor in executive leadership at Simon Fraser 
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University, a board member for the PuSh International Performing Arts Festival, and a dialogue 
associate at the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue. Cicely Belle loves dinosaurs, Instagram, and YA 
fantasy. Burning Sugar is their first book. 

PRAISE 

Cicely Belle Blain's Burning Sugar beautifully narrates a journey over more than lands and waters. It is 
an exploration of the near perfect bliss of brazen blackness, interrupted by in all its forms. But even 
that intrusion is outmatched by the beauty of Blain's wildest dreams that offer a sharp and unflinching 
analysis, with a tender belly and a steady voice. Each poem pulls its teeth from the book's title, and 
offers the soft and deliberate sweetness of what could have been - before the burning. -Jillian 
Christmas, author of The Gospel of Breaking 

Burning Sugar is - many magical things, but still - unexpected. Like reflections of the moon in dark 
waters, Cicely Belle Blain lights up a landscape that will haunt you, gently, with its aching beauty. In 
these pages, you will travel through time and across places while Blain's poetry invites you to linger for 
a moment longer on the transformative political power of unrequited endings. -Amin Ghaziani, 
Professor of Sociology, University of British Columbia 

Burning Sugar is a vigilant time marker and vivid place maker. The bearings of colonial violence and of 
Black resistance are physically present on every page of this debut collection by Cicely Belle Blain. 
From "the air [that] smelled like violenceâ?� to the poet's own â??stretch marks [that] show this body 
holds the weight of a thousand lives," these poems ask us not only to witness, but to implicitly and 
accountably feel. -Amber Dawn, author of My Art Is Killing Me and Other Poems 

Cicely Belle Blain's Burning Sugar is a compelling collection of letters and intimate poetic conversations 
to and through place. Blain is a careful wordsmith. We are welcomed into an oral history that spirals, 
burns, narrates, and then - redefines family, diaspora, and queer identity. This book is indeed "freedom 
that tastes like lust. " -Chelene Knight, author of Dear Current Occupant 
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AMBER DAWN 

MY ART IS KILLING ME 
AND OTHER POEMS 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
PUBLISHER: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (128 PP)  
PUB DATE (CANADA): JUNE 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT 
BRIAN LAM brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

In her novels, poetry, and prose, Amber Dawn has written eloquently on queer femme sexuality, 
individual and systemic trauma, and sex work justice, themes drawn from her own lived experience 
and revealed most notably in her award-winning memoir How Poetry Saved My Life.  

In this, her second poetry collection, Amber Dawn takes stock of the costs of coming out on the page 
in a heartrendingly honest and intimate investigation of the toll that artmaking takes on artists. These 
long poems offer difficult truths within their intricate narratives that are alternately incendiary, tender, 
and rapturous.  

In a cultural era when intersectional and marginalized writers are topping bestseller lists, Amber Dawn 
invites her readers to take an unflinching look at what we expect from writers, and from each other.  

Includes a foreword by writer Doretta Lau.  

 
AMBER DAWN is the author of the novels Sodom Road Exit (2018 - Lambda Literary Award finalist, 
Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year, Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize finalist, James Tiptree Jr. Honor 
List) and Sub Rosa (winner of a Lambda Literary Award; 2010), the Vancouver Book Award-winning 
memoir How Poetry Saved My Life (2013), and the Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize-nominated poetry 
collection Where the words end and my body begins (2015). She is also editor of Fist of the Spider Woman: Tales 
of Fear and Queer Desire and co-editor of With a Rough Tongue: Femmes Write Porn. She teaches creative 
writing at Douglas College and the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, and also leads several 
low-barrier community writing classes. 
 

PRAISE 

Amber Dawn's virtuosic, five-octave-range powerhouse My Art is Killing Me and Other Poems rang 
through me like a bell. I swear certain lines tolled inside me like they've always been there, waiting to 
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be struck. This book lays bare the risk and reward of making art about trauma and the audacious 
possibility of healing in a world that feels like a burning house, moving from lyricism to cultural 
criticism to formal experimentation and back. I could smell this collection on me for weeks. -Domenica 
Martinello, author of All Day I Dream about Sirens 

In her brilliant new collection, Amber Dawn documents, probes, and analyzes her own 'happily ever 
after' success story of a sex worker turned award-winning writer. As you (literally you) read this book, 
you are continually confronted with the question of who consumes sex worker experiences, to what 
end, and at what cost comes that consumption. 'We fail to see / nearby violence while we naively 
imagine distant violence,' Amber Dawn laments, and you don't need to look further for nearby violence 
than the polite world of institutional CanLit. When new traumas arise, Amber Dawn concocts new 
spells for healing in this book woven of magic, testament and prayer. These poems deftly slip among 
registers, languages, experiences, and traditions to tell a whole-hearted, full-bodied, and totally essential 
truth. -Sachiko Murakami, author of Get Me Out of Here 

In gorgeous, incisive poems, Amber Dawn challenges us to rethink our closely held imaginations about 
sex, sex work, women, violence, and the making of art. This book is both an interrogation of the self 
as artist and an expose of the ways in which we are all complicit in the very systems we want to 
dismantle. Under the compassionate surgery of Amber Dawn's words, I felt like I was being 
remade. My Art is Killing Me should be required reading for everyone. -SJ Sindu, author of Marriage of a 
Thousand Lies 

Urgent, necessary and powerful, these poems lay bare the hypocrisy of a society that demands truth 
then systematically destroys those who dare speak it. With lyric dexterity and stunning insight, Amber 
Dawn details the difficult trajectory of creating art from life while navigating institutions steeped in 
structural oppression. There's no overstating the value and importance of this book, a lifeline to 
survivors, a turning point, a reckoning. -Nancy Lee, author of The Age 

Amber Dawn's poems are rituals of beauty, courage and fierce rage. -Vancouver Sun 

Poetry is visceral and expansive. And for readers of Amber Dawn, poetry is an act to speak your truth. 
Through the various expressions of her poetry, whether hiss or hymn, she names abuses of power in 
certain spaces and communities. By doing so, she shows us how poetry can witness us speaking out in 
myriad ways. -rabble. ca 

Amber Dawn's sense of place and style is bewitching . .. This is a deeply personal collection that also 
offers a worthwhile opportunity for readers to evaluate themselves. -Quill and Quire 
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JILLIAN CHRISTMAS 

THE GOSPEL OF 
BREAKING 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (80 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MARCH 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

Winner of the Sheri-D Wilson Golden Beret Award from the League of Canadian Poets 
Shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert Memorial Award and the Pat Lowther Memorial Award 

 
 

In The Gospel of Breaking, Jillian Christmas confirms what followers of her performance and artistic 
curation have long known: there is magic in her words. Befitting someone who "speaks things into 
being," Christmas extracts from family history, queer lineage, and the political landscape of a racialized 
life to create a rich, softly defiant collection of poems.  

Christmas draws a circle around the things she calls "holy": the family line that cannot find its root but 
survived to fill the skies with radiant flesh; the body, broken and unbroken and broken and new again; 
the lover lost, the friend lost, and the loss itself; and the hands that hold them all with brilliant, tender 
care. Expansive and beautiful, these poems allow readers to swim in Jillian Christmas's mother-tongue 
and to dream at her shores.  

 
JILLIAN CHRISTMAS is the former Artistic Director of Vancouver's Verses Festival of Words. 
An educator, organizer, and advocate in the arts community, utilizing an anti-oppressive lens, Jillian 
has performed and facilitated workshops across North America. The Gospel of Breaking, a poetry 
collection, is her first book. She lives in Vancouver. 
  

PRAISE 

Jillian Christmas is incantatory and disarming, sensitive and cerebral, fiercely defiant and courageously 
tender. 'I love hard as I know how,' she writes, distilling the project of our time. -David Chariandy, 
author of Brotherand Soucouyant 

I am taken by the adventurous forms that leap off the page in The Gospel of Breaking and how those 
forms are complemented by the ability of Jillian Christmas. The winding forms are held together by 
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pristine imagery, a crisp attention to narrative, and illuminating metaphor. This book, among many 
other things, is a showcase of how many different ways a poet can show themselves to be dazzling. -
Hanif Willis-Abdurraqib, author of They Can't Kill Us Until They Kill Us 

Jillian Christmas richly expresses the revered and the intimate, handling readers with care. -Quill and 
Quire 

An amazing and beautiful collection of poems. -Casey the Canadian Lesbrarian 

In her incandescent debut volume The Gospel of Breaking, Christmas has given readers a chance to hear her 
heart beating. -Vancouver Sun 

The Gospel of Breaking is both a tender and swift-kicking collection. From gentle folk poems of love, 
longing, and community to Tobagonian family narratives and confident spoken word pieces in 
Canadian West Coast vernacular, this work shows a poet shifting between the flexible power of 
performance and the immovable page. These are the witch hymns of becoming. They are the proud 
songs of a queer, black, unapologetic womxn on the rise with the breeze of the Pacific Northwest and 
Caribbean at her back. In her own words, 'reminder to the audience: / there is a bright body alive on 
the stage / invite them into the space / can you feel their generous bending / swell of a praise-song 
quick and rocking at the back of our throats. ' -Tanya Evanson, author of Nouveau Griot 
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ADAM MACQUEEN 

THE ENEMY WITHIN 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): FEBRUARY 2022 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT 
HELEN EDWARDS helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
It's 1984. Tommy Wildeblood, hero of Beneath the Streets, has put his days as a Piccadilly rentboy and 
scandal-hunting sleuth behind him and is studying at the radical Polytechnic of North London. But 
politics isn't ready to leave him alone. With the poly convulsed by the battle against National Front 
infiltrators and the miners' strike splitting the country, everyone has to pick a side. Tommy knows 
where his sympathies lie - and not just because revolutionary summer camps and trips to the pit villages 
provide an ideal excuse to spend time with handsome young Irishman Liam. But as the pair are drawn 
ever deeper into a web of radical politics, Tommy is forced to face up to how little he knows about his 
new lover - and how far he might be willing to go in the name of revolution. The Enemy Within is a 
gripping thriller whose cast of real-life characters include taboo-busting artist Derek Jarman, corrupt 
Trotskyist leader Gerry Healy, a young Jeremy Corbyn, and major figures from Margaret Thatcher's 
government. 

ADAM MACQUEEN’s books include The Prime Minister’s Ironing Board and The Lies of the Land: A 
Brief History of Political Dishonesty. The King of Sunlight, his biography of William Hesketh Lever, was one 
of the Economist’s books of the year. He has contributed to Private Eye since 1997 and wrote the 
bestselling history of the magazine published for its 50th anniversary.  
From 1999-2002 he was deputy editor of the Big Issue.  
 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

A ‘what if’ political thriller based on a true story, in the mean 
streets of Soho  
 
When Jeremy Thorpe hired thugs to kill his ex-lover, they botched the 
job. What if they had succeeded?  

It is February 1976, and the naked corpse of an underage rent boy is found on 
Hampstead Heath. Since the police don’t seem to care, twenty-year-old Tommy 
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Wildeblood – himself a former ‘Dilly boy’ prostitute – finds himself investigating.  

Dodging murderous Soho hoodlums and the agents of a more sinister power, Tommy uncovers 
another, even more shocking crime: the Liberal leader and likely next Home Secretary, Jeremy Thorpe, 
has had his former male lover executed on Exmoor and got away with it. The trail of guilt seems to 
lead higher still, and a ruthless Establishment will stop at nothing to cover its tracks.  

In a gripping thriller whose cast of real-life characters includes Prime Minister Harold Wilson, his 
senior adviser Lady Falkender, gay Labour peer Tom Driberg and the investigative journalist Paul Foot, Adam 
Macqueen plays ‘what if’ with Seventies political history – with a sting in the tail that reminds us that the truth 
can be just as chilling as fiction.  

PRAISE FOR BENEATH THE STREETS 
 

‘A wonderfully evocative walk on the wild side of 1970s London, Beneath the Streets is darkly comic 
and deeply moving. A breathtaking, heartbreaking thriller’ Jake Arnott 

‘Really well done. The detail and the authenticity is all there: London as a really scary, edgy, ugly 
place. The atmosphere is brilliant... As a portrait of a world I thought it was really fantastic, and I 
also read it with my computer by my side because I was constantly looking up the real-life figures 
and I was constantly shocked and amazed by how much of this is true’ David Nicholls 

‘A f***ing fantastic read. A gripping what-if thriller, packed with vivid period detail and page-turning 
twists. To find myself actually making an appearance in the final chapter was just cream on the cake’ 
Tom Robinson 

‘A page-turning mystery, skilfully plotted and filled with tension, Beneath The Streets lifts the lid on 
1970s subculture to spine-tingling effect’ Paul Burston 

‘A thrilling and brilliantly imaginative novel. It takes you into the secret world of Soho in the 1970s. 
But then suddenly it opens another door into the hidden world of violence and corruption that still 
lies underneath the England we know today’ Adam Curtis 

“Adam Macqueen’s excellent debut thriller skilfully mixes fact with fiction” – The Mail on 
Sunday 
 
‘After I finished writing A Very English Scandal, I took a solemn vow — that I would rather spit-roast 
my own offspring than read anything else about the Jeremy Thorpe Affair. Seldom have I gone back 
on my word with more pleasure. As boldly conceived as it is vividly realised, Beneath the Streets is a 
delight’ John Preston, The Critic 

‘Adam Macqueen's gripping debut novel is based on a provocative counterfactual question... He 
depicts his grim milieu engagingly – the 70s have seldom seemed so grotty and threatening – and this 
very English scandal has wit and invention to spare’ The Observer 

‘Adam Macqueen’s excellent debut thriller takes us back to 1976, a time of very British scandals. 
Former rent boy Tom Wildeblood is a thoroughly likeable hero and the seedy allure of the period is 
convincingly rendered, while the plot skilfully mixes fact with fiction’ Mail on Sunday 
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HERVÉ GAGNON  
CROSSROADS 
ROBERT JOHNSON’S  LAST SONG 
 
CLIENT: AGENCE CD 
PUBLISHER: HUGO EDITIONS 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPTS 
(90,000 WORDS) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 
 
Memphis, July 2021 
 
Donald Kane, professor of history at the University of Maine, and Virginia Craft, professor 
of anthropology at the University of Memphis, both receive a written invitation from an old 
lady named Simone Jackson, who wishes to give them objects that belonged to legendary 
bluesman Robert Johnson, said to have made a deal with the Devil. Among other items, they 
find a notebook that will change the history of blues forever. And there’s more: Kane 
discovers, hidden in the binding, the handwritten text of Johnson’s mythical 30th song, the 
object of legend since his death in 1938.  
 
From that moment on, events unfold quickly. Simone Jackson is found dead. A police 
inspector makes their lives miserable. Numerous Memphis bluesmen commit suicide in the 
same gruesome way. Someone curses Kane and Craft’s great-great-grandmother falls into a 
coma after attempting to lift one. A dead bluesman communicates with them by text 
messages. Slowly but surely, the supernatural weakens their certainties. Their only way out is 
the secret hidden in the 30th song.  
 
- A page-turner that will win over fans of thrillers, historical novels and just ripping 
great yarns. 
- A story set in the American South, in the footsteps of the great Robert Johnson. 
- Sales of the Damned series: over 120,000 copies in all editions 
- Hervé Gagnon’s most personal novel yet, where the main character, a historian 
and musician, is an alter ego of the author. 
 
HERVÉ GAGNON holds a Ph. D. in history as well as two masters’ degrees (museum 
studies and history). After working in museums and teaching in different universities, he now 
writes full-time. He is recognized as one of the masters of the historical and esoteric thriller. 
He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Arthur Ellis Award for the best 
Canadian police story in French for 2018.  
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A devilishly efficient thriller. Coupdepouce.com 
 
Blues, whiskey, smothering heat and esotericism: the explosive cocktail proposed by Hervé 
Gagnon. Hiram.be 
 
Inspired by the work of legendary bluesman Robert Johnson, Hervé Gagnon, master of the 
historical thriller and esoteric detective story, takes us on a journey into the world of music 
and the Mississippi Delta in his masterful new novel, Crossroads. His bourbon-soaked novel 
evokes the mugginess of Southern nights, the haunting notes of the blues, nights filled with 
mystery. And as always, the supernatural is never far away... Journal du Québec 
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STILL AVAILABLE 
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MADELINE DEWHURST 

CHARITY 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 

LONGLISTED: Bath Novel Award 
 

Edith, an elderly widow with a large house in an Islington garden square, needs a carer. Lauren, a nail 
technician born in the East End, needs somewhere to live. A rent-free room in lieu of pay seems the 
obvious solution, even though the pair have nothing in common. 

Or do they? Why is Lauren so fascinated by Edith’s childhood in colonial Kenya? Is Paul, the 
handsome lodger in the basement, the honest broker he appears? And how does Charity, a Kenyan 
girl brutally tortured during the Mau Mau rebellion, fit into the equation? 

Capturing the spirited interplay between two women divided by class, generation and a deeper gulf 
from the past, and offering vivid flashbacks to 1950s East Africa, Madeline Dewhurst’s captivating 
debut spins a web of secrets and deceit – where it’s not always obvious who is the spider and who is 
the fly. 

 

MADELINE DEWHURST studied English at Queen’s University Belfast and went on to complete 
an MA in Research and a PhD at Queen Mary, University of London. She also has an MA in Creative 
Writing from Royal Holloway.  She is an academic in English and Creative Writing at the Open 
University. Her previous writing includes fiction, journalism and drama. Charity, which was longlisted 
for the Bath Novel Award, is her first novel. She now lives in Kent. 

 

PRAISE  

‘In Charity, Dewhurst examines patterns of guilt, recognition, shame and agency. A taut, fraught, stylish 
and important novel about notions of the culpable and the complicit, drawing upon the facts and 
fictions of an oft-neglected moment in history’ Eley Williams 

‘A shocking, expertly plotted story about family and betrayal which keeps you guessing until the end. 
Much more than a page-turner, it shines a light on a brutal period of history, asking important questions 

FICTIO
N

 / N
O

V
EL  



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

128 

about justice and revenge. A dazzling array of voices that brilliantly merges the past and the present’ 
Emily Bullock 

‘By turns humorous and heart-wrenching, impeccably researched and beautifully written throughout, 
this is a haunting and original debut that demands to be read’ Lianne Dillsworth 

‘The authenticity of its human relationships makes this hugely enjoyable tale of cultural and 
generational friction truly stand out. Madeline Dewhurst subtly subverts our understanding of her 
characters as layers of plot naturally reveal themselves. Assured and impressive, it’s hard to 
believe Charity is a first novel’ Tony Saint 

‘An accomplished storyteller, Dewhurst takes the reader on a suspenseful journey exposing dark family 
secrets. A brilliant debut that shines a light on our colonial past and its haunting effect on the present’ 
Julia Barrett 
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PAUL MAUNDER 

THE ATOMICS 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 

LONGLISTED: Caledonia Novel Award 

You cannot run away from what haunts you 

Midsummer, 1968. When Frank Banner and his wife Gail move to the Suffolk coast to work at a newly 
built nuclear power station, they are hoping to leave violence and pain behind them. 

Gail wants a baby but Frank is only concerned with spending time in the gleaming reactor core of the 
Seton One power station. Their new neighbours are also ‘Atomics’ – part of the power station 
community. But Frank takes a dislike to the boorish, predatory Maynard. And when the other man 
begins to pursue a young woman who works in the power station’s medical centre, Frank decides to 
intervene.   

As the sun beats relentlessly upon this bleak landscape, his demons return. A vicious and merciless 
voice tells him he has an obligation to protect the young woman and Frank knows just how to do it. 
Radiation will make him stronger, radiation will turn him into a hero... 

The Atomics is a gothic story of madness, revenge and Uranium-235. 

 

PAUL MAUNDER is an author and journalist. His 2018 memoir The Wind at my Back explores the 
connections between landscape, creativity and the writing process. He was awarded a Faber bursary 
for his fiction and has an MA in Creative Writing from Royal Holloway, where he studied with the 
Poet Laureate, Andrew Motion. He regularly publishes features and fiction in cycling 
magazines Peloton and Rouleur. He lives in South London with his wife and two children. 

 

PRAISE FOR THE ATOMICS 

‘A terrifically compulsive slice of post-war domestic noir: a vivid psychological thriller that unfolds 
into a strange and powerful study of male violence’ Michael Hughes
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PAUL BASSETT DAVIES 

STONE HEART DEEP 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
A compelling and claustrophobic thriller 

When burned-out investigative journalist Adam Budd’s estranged mother dies, he inherits her estate. 
This includes Stone Heart House, a huge, ramshackle mansion on a remote Scottish island. He visits 
the island to sort out her tangled affairs, and at first it seems like a charming haven of tranquility. But 
after he witnesses a strange accident, he begins to develop suspicions about the inhabitants. 

Why does everyone seem so eerily calm, even under stress? What is stopping Harriet, the lawyer helping 
him with his affairs, from leaving the island when she so clearly wants to? Is he making a big mistake 
by falling for her? And why have so many children gone missing? 

Stone Heart Deep is a compelling and claustrophobic thriller with a remarkable twist, as if Iain 
Banks had rewritten The Wicker Man. 

 
PAUL BASSETT DAVIES contributed to many of the most successful radio and TV shows of the 
Eighties and Nineties, writing for Spitting Image, Rory Bremner and Jasper Carrott. He wrote the 
screenplay for the 2005 feature animation film The Magic Roundabout and has written and produced 
music videos with Kate Bush and Ken Russell. He is a former creative director of the London Comedy 
Writers Festival. His first novel, Utter Folly, topped Amazon's humorous fiction chart when it was 
published in 2012. His second novel, Dead Writers in Rehab, was published by Unbound in 2017, and 
Please Don’t Ask for Mercy As a Refusal Often Offends was published by Lighting Books in 2020 . 

 
PRAISE FOR PLEASE DO NOT ASK FOR MERCY 

 
‘Echoes of Douglas Adams at his more mischievous. Top marks for originality and subversive 
humour’ Maxim Jakubowski, Crime Time 

‘A detective investigating a murder unwittingly pulls back the curtain on his dystopian world in this 
thrilling sci-fi mystery. Davies knows how to keep the pages flying’ Publishers Weekly 

‘It’s pretty dark, but like the best comedic writing, makes you laugh by mugging you with something 
extraordinary after the mundane, or the other way around. It questions power, propaganda and 
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corruption, while maintaining emotional intelligence. It’s also bloody funny’ Jan Woolf, 
International Times 

 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

 

Detective Kilroy is assigned to investigate a horrible murder. He’s a 
fine cop, from the brim of his hat to the soles of his brogues, but his 
inquiries, far from solving the mystery, lead him into a deeper one – 
and to Cynthia, an enigmatic woman with a secret that could overturn 
Kilroy’s entire world. 

But where is this world? It seems both familiar and uncanny, with 
electric cars, but no digital devices, and the audience for a public 
execution arriving by tram. Meanwhile, the seas are retreating, and the 
Church exerts an iron grip on society – and history. Power belongs to 
those who control the narrative. 

Kilroy is forced to take sides between the Kafkaesque state that pays 
his wages, and the truth-seekers striving to destroy it, all the while 
becoming increasingly besotted with a woman who may only love him 
for his mind – in an alarmingly literal way. 

Please Do Not Ask for Mercy as a Refusal Often Offends is a dystopian satire 
that manages to be funny and frightening in equal measure. 
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YVES AZEROUAL 
FAUBOURG MONTMARTRE  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (392 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): APRIL 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

Paris in the 60s and 70s is the backdrop for this riveting crime novel in which 
police investigations, gang wars, family intrigues and licentious love affairs add up to an explosive 
cocktail. 

Faubourg Montmartre is based on a real-life family: the Zemour brothers, nicknamed the "Zs". Five 
brothers from a Jewish family in Algeria whose criminal careers made headlines in the 1960s, 70s and 
80s. 

The eldest, Roland, moved to Paris after the war, establishing himself as a pimp before being killed in 
1947. His four brother - Theodore, William, Gilbert and Edgard – decide to travel to France in order 
to avenge his death. 

Like their elder brother, they wholeheartedly espouse the trend that wreaks so much havoc among the 
thug during these years: “flingage”. The "Zs" do not hesitate to spread their gospel with a .45 ACP. 

A woman, Catherine L., accompanies their ascent and will support them without qualms until the bitter 
end. 

From Sétif in Northern Algeria to the Parisian neighborhood of Faubourg Montmartre by way of 
Rome, Tel Aviv, Montreal, Kabul… the "Zs" swindle, pimp, gamble and racketeer their way to the 
top. They thrive in the world of nightlife, art, and drugs. Of course, they are a nuisance, and they stir 
up trouble in the milieu run by the kingpins of the Jewish pied-noir community in Paris, the Corsican 
barons of the gaming circles, the Israeli underworld, and the dreaded Italian mafias. 

Inspector Chavin from 36 Quai des Orfèvres, the Paris police headquarters, will devote his entire 
career to bringing them down. 

YVES AZÉROUAL, journalist and documentary filmmaker, has published several works on French 
politics and Israel. Editor-in-chief and editorial producer of television programs and magazines, he is 
the co-founder of the news channel i>télévision and the creator of the program "Secrets d'Histoire". 
He is also the author of Mufti (Le Passeur, 2020). 
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YVES AZEROUAL 
MUFTI  
CLIENT: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
PUBLISHER: LE PASSEUR ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (F): FEBRUARY 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 

"On June 27, 2017, six unpublished photographs showing Grand Mufti al-Husseini circa 1943, visiting 
the camps of his Nazi allies, were sold for $12,300 at auction in Jerusalem. The six photographs show 
him, accompanied by a number of senior Nazi officials in uniform as well as government officials, 
dressed in civilian clothes. " 

This brief article cathches the attention of French journalist Yirhiel Azriel. He immediately decides to 
follow the traces of these photographs because a detail strikes him: why is there no mention of this 
historical visit by the Grand Mufti anywhere to be found? 

From the Ottoman Empire to Mandatory Palestine, from the Armenian genocide to the Hebron 
pogroms, from insurrectionary Iraq to the heart of Nazified Berlin, from desperately neutral 
Switzerland to post-war France, anxious to avoid provoking the Muslim populations of its colonial 
empire, a long quest through history and memory brings to light unpublished, sinister and sometimes 
incredible episodes of the existence of this enigmatic and cunning character, adulated by some and 
hated by others. 

A historical thriller full of twists and turns.  

YVES AZÉROUAL, journalist and documentary filmmaker, has published several works on French 
politics and Israel. Editor-in-chief and editorial producer of television programs and magazines, he is 
the co-founder of the news channel i>télévision and the creator of the program "Secrets d'Histoire". 
He is also the author of Faubourg Montmartre (Le Passeur, 2021). 

PRAISE 

“Riveting and instructive.” Le Figaro 
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A B I  S I L V E R  

THE RAPUNZEL ACT  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (464 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, GERMAN, DUTCH, 
ITALIAN, SPANISH 
 
For all other rights please contact Helen Edwards 
helen@helenedwardsrights.co.uk 
 
 
Can you find justice…when the world is watching? 

 

When breakfast TV host and nation’s darling, Rosie Harper, is found brutally murdered at home, 
suspicion falls on her spouse, formerly international football star, Danny ‘walks on water’ Mallard, now 
living out of the public eye as trans woman, Debbie. 

Not only must Debbie challenge the hard evidence against her, including her blood-drenched glove at 
the scene of the crime, she must also contend with the nation’s prejudices, as the trial is broadcast live, 
turning it into a public spectacle. For someone trying to live their life without judgment, it might just 
be too much to bear. 

Legal duo Judith Burton and Constance Lamb are subjected to unyielding scrutiny as they strive to 
defend their most famous client yet. 

Another thought-provoking courtroom drama from the acclaimed author of the Burton & Lamb 
series. 

 

ABI SILVER was born in Leeds and is a lawyer by profession. She lives in Hertfordshire with her 
husband and three sons. Her first courtroom thriller featuring the legal duo Judith Burton and 
Constance Lamb, The Pinocchio Brief, was published by Lightning Books in 2017 and was shortlisted for 
the Waverton Good Read Award. Her follow-up The Aladdin Trial, featuring the same legal team, was 
published in 2018. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

 A SUNDAY TIMES CRIME CLUB PICK 

‘Silver’s taut thriller provides ample food for thought as the 
defence team confront the implications of machines dispensing 
justice’ – The Times 

 

SHORTLISTED: Waverton Good Read Award 

A 15-year-old schoolboy is accused of the brutal murder of one of his 
teachers. 

His lawyers – the guarded veteran, Judith, and the energetic young 
solicitor, Constance – begin a desperate pursuit of the truth, revealing 

uncomfortable secrets about the teacher and the school. 

But Judith has her own secrets which she risks exposing when it is announced that a new lie-detecting 
device, nicknamed Pinocchio, will be used during the trial. And is the accused, a troubled boy who 
loves challenges, trying to help them or not? 

The Pinocchio Brief is a gripping courtroom thriller which confronts our assumptions about truth and 
our increasing reliance on technology. 272 p. AUGUST 2017 

 

A SUNDAY TIMES CRIME CLUB PICK 

‘What wonderful characters! It’s great to see smart, successful 
women taking on the real hero role of a story. There isn’t 
anything I didn’t like about The Aladdin Trial. Smart, relevant, 
sensitive and immensely readable: an all-round brilliant book’ 
The Bookbag ***** 

When an elderly artist plunges one hundred feet to her death at a 
London hospital, the police sense foul play. 

The hospital cleaner, a Syrian refugee, is arrested for her murder. He 
protests his innocence, but why has he given the woman the story of 
Aladdin to read, and why does he shake uncontrollably in times of 

stress? 

Judith Burton and Constance Lamb reunite to defend a man the media has already convicted. In a 
spellbinding courtroom confrontation in which they once more grapple with all-too-possible 
developments in artificial intelligence, they uncover not only the cleaner’s secrets, but also those of the 
artist’s family, her lawyer and the hospital. 288 p. JUNE 2018 
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When the only thing worse than being found guilty... is being found 
not guilty 

‘Tense thriller wrought from a cutting-edge subject’ 
The Times 

James Salisbury, the owner of a British car manufacturer, ploughs his ‘self-
drive’ car into a young family, with deadly consequences. Will the car’s 
‘black box’ reveal what really happened or will the industry, poised to 
launch these products to an eager public, close ranks to cover things up? 

James himself faces a personal dilemma. If it is proved that he was driving 
the car he may go to prison.   But if he is found innocent, and the 
autonomous car is to blame, the business he has spent most of his life 

building, and his dream of safer transport for all, may collapse. 

Lawyers Judith Burton and Constance Lamb team up once again, this time to defend a man who may 
not want to go free, in a case that asks difficult questions about the speed at which technology is taking 
over our lives. 448 p. JULY 2019 
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HELEN KITSON  

OLD BONES  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (336 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 
 

“So much of life is about pretending to be something other than what one is:  
prettier, cleverer, less ordinary.” 

 
Diana and her sister Antonia are house-sharing spinsters who have never got over their respective 
first loves. Diana owns a gift shop, but rarely works there; and Antonia is unemployed, having lost 
her teaching job at an all girls’ school following a shocking outburst in the classroom after enduring 
years of torment. Antonia enjoys her “nice” magazines, Diana is a regular at the local library, and 
they treat themselves to coffee and cake once a week in the village café. 
 
Naomi lives alone, haunted by the failure of her two marriages. She works in the library, doesn’t get 
on with her younger colleagues, and rarely cooks herself a proper meal. Secretly she longs for a 
Boden frock. 
 
When a body is discovered in the local quarry, all three women’s lives are turned upside down. And 
when Diana’s old flame Gill turns up unexpectedly, tensions finally spill over and threaten to destroy 
the outwardly peaceful lives all three women have carefully constructed around themselves. 
 
Helen takes us back to the fictional Shropshire village of Morevale in this, her brilliant second novel 
which exposes the fragilities and strengths of three remarkably unremarkable elderly women.      
 
HELEN KITSON is an acclaimed poet and lives in Worcester with her husband, two teenaged 
children and two rescue cats. Her first poetry collection was nominated for the Forward Best First 
Collection Prize. She has published three other poetry collections and her short fiction has appeared 
in magazines including Ambit, Feminist Review and Stand. Old Bones is her second novel after The 
Last Words of Madeleine Anderson, published in 2019.  
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GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE  
WHEN I SPEAK TO THE 
DEAD  

CLIENT: GUY SAINT-JEAN ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (400 PP) 
PUB DATE CANADA: OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
(NORTH AMERICA) 
 
 
Psychologist Morgane Edwards offers a complementary and rather extraordinary professional service: 
she speaks with the dead. Whether it is to settle old scores or simply to get news of a loved one who 
has disappeared, she can "make contact". At least... for those who believe in it. 
 
Unable to alleviate the sufferings of his demented mother and fearing that she’ll keep blaming him for 
it even from beyond, Sylvain Comptois decides to contact Morgane, hoping that she will be able to 
help. Over the course of their sessions, however, the new client's real motivations seem increasingly 
sinister. Might he be capable of killing the woman who gave him life in order to keep an old promise? 
 
Meanwhile, Antoine Déry and Emma Teasdale try to elucidate the violent death of a neurologist. Asked 
to help with the investigation, Morgane will be confronted far too closely with what truly separates life 
and death. 
 
A poignant novel that illustrates that the dead should be allowed to just... rest in peace. 
 
 
Lecturer at UQTR, GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE is the recipient of the "Prix d'excellence en 
enseignement", the highest honorary distinction given to a lecturer, as well as the "Prix des lecteurs du 
Salon du livre de Trois-Rivières in 2016 and 2017". La maison des vérités was his first novel, followed by 
the series of Inspector Héroux’s investigations of which The Mélodie Cormier Case is the first volume. 
Polymath since adolescence and an active member of MENSA Canada, the author resides in Trois-
Rivières. 
 
Also available: L’affaire Mélodie Cormier/The Mélodie Cormier Case (2015), Terreur domestique/Domestic 
Terror (2016), Des fleurs pour ta première fois/Flowers for Your First Time (2017), Deux coups de pied de 
trop/Two Kicks Too Many (2018), Le tribunal de la rue Quirion/Court of justice in rue Quirion (2019), as well 
as the standalones La maison des vérités/House of Truth (2013) and L’Oracle et le revolver/Oracle and shotgun 
(2018).  
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IAN MACPHERSON 

SLOOT  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: ITALY 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 

 
 
. 

A post-postmodern crime novel set on the clean streets of Dublin's leafiest suburb, Sloot has at its heart 
an accidental detective who'd rather write his own Celtic-screwball-noir than solve the crime, and a 
narrator who loses the plot. Literally. Sound complicated? Not so. Thanks to a revolutionary structure, 
The Inquisitive Bullet, it's simplicity itself. Detours include proof that psychoanalysis is the oldest 
profession, validation of the dictum `For what is comedy but tragedy with loose trousers', and a brief 
aside on the possibility of an Irishman having multiple birth mothers. While the plot bullet speeds, 
inquisitively, towards its target - the final full stop. 
 
IAN MACPHERSON is a Dublin born writer and performer, winner of the Time Out comedy 
award. He is the author of several plays, novels and also writes children’s books. He lives in 
Glasgow. 
 
 
PRAISE 
 
'The comic energy of voice and character is given genuine weight by the sense of mortality that 
pervades; add a meta magnificence and you get a wonderfully funny novel that shines with life and art.' 
The Irish Times 

  

FIC
TIO

N
 / N

O
V

EL 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

140 

GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE  
THE MÉLODIE 
CORMIER CASE  

CLIENT: GUY SAINT-JEAN ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (392 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRANCE (CITY ÉDITIONS) 
PUB DATE CANADA: MARCH 2015 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 
Recipient of the Coup de Coeur Award of the Saint-Pacôme 
Crime Novel Society 2015 
Recipient of the 2015 Saint-Pacôme Crime Novel Society First Thriller Award 
Finalist for the 2016 New Voices in Literature Award 
Finalist for the Prix Arthur-Ellis 2016 
Recipient of the 2016 AQPF-ANEL Award  
 
10-year-old Mélodie Cormier has disappeared. She vanished into thin air on an ordinary Thursday 
morning. Her parents saw her get on the school bus, but she never made it to the schoolyard. The 
mystery is complete. 
 
Elsewhere in the city, Marco Genest receives strange messages. An anonymous correspondent claims 
to have information about the accidental death of his parents several months earlier. At least that’s 
what it was, supposedly, an accident… 
As Marco and investigator Héroux attempt to unravel their respective plots, the links between them 
become troubling. But while Marco's parents are undoubtedly dead, little Melody is still alive, at least 
until proven otherwise... 
 
Lecturer at UQTR, GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE is the recipient of the "Prix d'excellence en 
enseignement", the highest honorary distinction given to a lecturer, as well as the "Prix des lecteurs du 
Salon du livre de Trois-Rivières in 2016 and 2017". La maison des vérités was his first novel, followed by 
the series of Inspector Héroux’s investigations of which The Mélodie Cormier Case is the first volume. 
Polymath since adolescence and an active member of MENSA Canada, the author resides in Trois-
Rivières. 
 
A l s o  a v a i l a b l e :  T e r r e u r  d o m e s t i q u e / D o m e s t i c  T e r r o r  ( 2 0 1 6 ) ,  D e s  
f l e u r s  p o u r  t a  p r e m i è r e  f o i s / F l o w e r s  f o r  Y o u r  F i r s t  T i m e  ( 2 0 1 7 ) ,  
D e u x  c o u p s  d e  p i e d  d e  t r o p / T w o  K i c k s  T o o  M a n y  ( 2 0 1 8 ) ,  L e  t r i b u n a l  
d e  l a  r u e  Q u i r i o n / C o u r t  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  r u e  Q u i r i o n  ( 2 0 1 9 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  s t a n d a l o n e s  L a  m a i s o n  d e s  v é r i t é s / H o u s e  o f  T r u t h  ( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  
L ’ O r a c l e  e t  l e  r e v o l v e r / O r a c l e  a n d  s h o t g u n  ( 2 0 1 8 )  a n d  Q u a n d  j e  p a r l e  
a u x  m o r t s / W h e n  I  S p e a k  t o  t h e  D e a d  ( 2 0 2 0 ) .  
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TONY O’NEILL  

BLACK NEON  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (350 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2014 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRANCE, GERMANY 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE, FRENCH AND GERMAN 
 
 
‘BLACK NEONis a pitch black classic slice of neo-noir, where black magic, art house cinema, 
drug-fuelled madness and apocalyptic violence collide with dizzying effect. I fell in love with every 
page.' -- Irvine Welsh 
 
 
Lupita and Genesis have just wasted a drug dealer, stolen his stash and hit the open road with a suitcase 
full of dirty money. Little do they know that their road trip will set them on a collision course with a 
side of America darker and weirder than any of them have ever known. 
 
 
In a previous life TONY O’NEILL played keyboards for bands and artists as diverse as Kenickie, 
Marc Almond and The Brian Jonestown Massacre. After moving to Los Angeles his promising career 
was derailed by heroin addiction, quickie marriages and crack abuse. While kicking methadone he 
started writing about his experiences on the periphery of the Hollywood Dream and he has been 
writing ever since. His autobiographical novel Digging The Vein was described by poet John Giorno 
as “Mining diamonds for the crown of the king of hell,” and published in June 2006 by Contemporary 
Press in the US and Canada, followed by several other novels, short story collections and poems. Tony 
O’Neill lives in New York where he works a variety of odd jobs and writes. 
 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
Witty and brutal, this novel is driven at breakneck speed by a very talented Tony O'Neill who knows 
how to handle contrasts, draw portraits of anti-heroes and write masterful dialogues. From a stylistic 
point of view, Black Neon is certainly O'Neill's most accomplished novel. Sens critique 
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SCIENCE FICTION 
FANTASY 

SUPERNATURAL 
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ANNIE FRANCÉ-HARRAR 

SOULS OF FIRE 
CLIENT: PLAN9 VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (312 PP) + SAMPLE 
TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (GERMANY): MARCH 2021 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
 
A forgotten gem from the 1920s. 
 
Humanity has defeated hunger - or so it seems.   
 
Golden times seem to be dawning for mankind, life in big cities is comfortable and now, with artificial 
food, hunger has been defeated. But in 19530 the researcher Henrik makes a discovery that makes him 
doubt this utopia. Although nobody wants to hear his doubts. Not even when inexplicable fires 
threaten the cities. 
 
Annie Francé-Harrar’s novel, published in 1920, reads like a contemporary warning not to close one's 
eyes to environmental exploitation.  
 
ANNIE FRANCÉ-HARRAR (* December 2, 1886 in Munich; † January 23, 1971 in Hallein, 
Austria) was an Austrian biologist and writer. Francé-Harrar and her second husband Raoul Heinrich 
Francé created the scientific basis for the humus and compost industry, which she developed 
independently after his death in 1943. In the course of her life she wrote 47 books, about 5000 articles 
in the German-language press and held over 500 lectures and talks, including a great number of radio 
broadcasts. 
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LAURA LAAKSO  

DOVES IN THE DINING 
ROOM  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (154 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 
 
. 

Yannia Wilde arrives in rural Sussex to attend her friend Jessika’s aristocratic Mage wedding. When 
two butchered doves are left in the hotel dining room, Yannia volunteers to take charge of the 
investigation. More disturbing events follow, leaving Yannia convinced that somebody is trying to 
sabotage the wedding. 
  
Yannia teams up with the groom, Robbert, a wheelchair-using fan of detective fiction, and Wishearth, 
her ever-loyal Hearth Spirit, who surprises her by taking an active role in the investigation. But as the 
clock ticks towards the big day, the sabotage continues and the contradictions mount. The case turns 
sinister when Yannia herself is targeted, and Wishearth has to act quickly to rescue her. 
  
But can they solve the mystery and save the wedding before somebody loses their life? 
          

 
LAURA LAAKSO is a Finn who has lived for most of her adult life in England. She is an accountant, 
dog trainer and author. Doves in the Dining Room is a spin-off in her paranormal crime series Wilde 
Investigations.   
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ALSO AVAILABLE 
 

 
FALLIBLE JUSTICE 
NOVEMBER 2018 – 384 PP. 
In Old London, where paranormal races co-exist with ordinary humans, 
criminal verdicts delivered by the all-seeing Heralds of Justice are infallible. 
After a man is declared guilty of murder and sentenced to death, his daughter 
turns to private investigator Yannia Wilde to do the impossible and prove 
the Heralds wrong. 
Yannia has escaped a restrictive life in the Wild Folk conclave where she was 
raised, but her origins mark her as an outsider in the city. Those origins lend 
her the sensory abilities of all of nature. Yet Yannia is lonely and struggling 
to adapt to life in the city. The case could be the break she needs. She enlists 
the help of her only friend, a Bird Shaman named Karrion, and together they 

accept the challenge of proving a guilty man innocent.  
So begins a breathless race against time and against all conceivable odds. Can Yannia and Karrion save 
a man who has been judged infallibly guilty? 
 
The first volume in the Wilde Investigations series 
 

 
ECHO MURDER 
JUNE 2019 – 352 PP. 
 
Yannia Wilde returns to the Wild Folk conclave where she grew up, and to 
the deathbed of her father, the conclave’s Elderman. She is soon drawn 
back into the Wild Folk way of life and into a turbulent relationship with 
Dearon, to whom she is betrothed.  
 
Back in London, unassuming office worker Tim Wedgebury is surprised 
when police appear on his doorstep with a story about how he was stabbed 
in the West End. His body disappeared before the paramedics' eyes. Given 
that Tim is alive and well, the police chalk the first death up to a Mage prank. 

But when Tim “dies” a second time, Detective Inspector Jamie Manning calls Yannia and, torn 
between returning to the life she has built in Old London and remaining loyal to the conclave and to 
Dearon, she strikes a compromise with the Elderman that allows her to return temporarily to the city.  

 
There she sets about solving the mystery of Tim's many deaths with the help of her apprentice, 
Karrion. They come to realise that with every death, more of the echo becomes reality, and Yannia 
and Karrion find themselves in increasing danger as they try to save Tim. Who is the echo murderer? 
What sinister game are they playing? And what do they truly want?  
 
The second volume in the Wilde Investigations series 
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ROOTS OF CORRUPTION 
MARCH 2020 – 384 PP. 
 
On the night of Samhain, the veil between worlds is at its thinnest, and 
ancient magic runs wild in Old London. 
  
When Lady Bergamon is attacked in her Ivy Street garden, Wishearth turns 
to Yannia for help. Who could have the power to harm Lady Bergamon in 
her own domain? While Yannia searches for the answer, nature herself 
appears to be killing Mages in Old London. Yannia and Karrion join forces 
with New Scotland Yard to solve the baffling Mage deaths. But wherever 
they turn, all the clues point back towards Ivy Street. 

  
Yannia's abilities are put to test as she races to save Lady Bergamon’s life, and prevent further murders. 
But with the lines between friends and enemies blurring, she must decide who to trust and how much 
she's willing to sacrifice for Old London and its inhabitants… 
  
The third volume in the Wilde Investigations series 
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JOSHUA WHITEHEAD ed .  

LOVE AFTER THE END   

AN ANTHOLOGY OF TWO-SPIRIT  
AND INDIGIQUEER SPECULATIVE 
FICTION 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
PUBLISHER: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (224 PP)  
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH (NORTH AMERICA) 
RIGHTS HELD: GERMAN, DUTCH, FRENCH (EUROPE) 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN LAM 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A bold and breathtaking anthology of queer Indigenous speculative fiction, edited by the 
author of Jonny Appleseed.  

This exciting and groundbreaking fiction collection showcases a number of new and emerging 2SQ 
(Two-Spirit and queer) Indigenous writers from across Turtle Island. These visionary authors show 
how queer Indigenous communities can bloom and thrive through utopian narratives that detail the 
vivacity and strength of 2SQness throughout its plight in the maw of settler colonialism's histories.  

Here, readers will discover bioengineered AI rats, transplanted trees in space, the rise of a 2SQ 
resistance camp, a primer on how to survive Indigiqueerly, virtual reality applications, mother ships at 
sea, and the very bending of space-time continuums queered through NDN time. Love after the End 
demonstrates the imaginatively queer Two-Spirit futurisms we have all been dreaming of since 1492.  

Contributors include Nathan Adler, Darcie Little Badger, Gabriel Castilloux Calderon, Adam Garnet 
Jones, Mari Kurisato, Kai Minosh Pyle, David Alexander Robertson, jaye simpson, and Nazbah Tom.  

JOSHUA WHITEHEAD is an Oji-Cree/nehiyaw, Two-Spirit/Indigiqueer member of Peguis First 
Nation (Treaty 1). He is the author of the novel Jonny Appleseed(Arsenal Pulp Press, 2018), longlisted 
for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and the poetry collection full-metal indigiqueer (Talonbooks, 2017) and 
the winner of the Governor General's History Award for the Indigenous Arts and Stories Challenge 
in 2016. He is also the editor of Love after the End: An Anthology of Two-Spirit and Indigiqueer Speculative 
Fiction, publishing in fall 2020. Currently he is working on a PhD in Indigenous Literatures and 
Cultures in the University of Calgary's English department (Treaty 7). 

PRAISE: 
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The so-called end times feel so perilously close right now. With such a cacophony of anxiety, despair, 
and cynicism bearing down on us, it is sometimes easy to forget that Indigenous peoples have been 
here before, and we still remain to uphold our responsibilities to the world and to one another. Our 
stories guide us forward into an ever-uncertain future, just as they guide us back home. And as editor 
Joshua Whitehead affirms in the introduction, Love after the End is a book we need right now - and well 
beyond the now. The stories here are difficult, they're beautiful, they're hilarious and sad and 
frightening and hopeful. But more than all of that, they guide us back to ourselves and to our relations 
on a shimmering trail of song and stardust. The two-spirit visionaries in this collection remind us in so 
many ways that the world is a wounded relative in need of healing, and that to abandon her in this time 
of trial is to betray the sacred bonds of kinship that we were meant to carry with courage and 
compassion. I am grateful beyond words that this book is in the world, and grateful to the writers, 
artists, and editor for the gift of (re)imagining futures where Indigenous love, liberation, and laughter 
flourish far beyond the settler imaginary. -Daniel Heath Justice, author of Why Indigenous Literatures 
Matter 

 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

149 

ANNA CHILVERS   

EAST COAST ROAD  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (350 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, NA) 
 
 
 
Jen is seeing things that others do not. After a traumatic event, as university gives way to the summer 
break, she is plagued by dark memories and the only person there for her is her cousin – a cousin that 
no one else can see. Together they embark on a journey that changes Jen and her world forever. 
 
Haunting, shape-shifting and tense, East Coast Road takes the reader on a thrilling quest which 
challenges our preconceptions. Chilvers is a master storyteller and she guides us through the 
complexities of devotion, faith, tenderness, grief and desire, all set against the rugged coastal edges of 
north east England.’ 
 

ANNA CHILVERS  is a writer, a runner, a long distance walker, a mother, a teacher and a reader. 
Her first novel, FALLING THROUGH CLOUDS, was published by Bluemoose in 2010. She has 
also published a collection of short stories, LEGGING IT (Pennine Prospects, 2012) and her play, 
THE ROOM was performed in the Hebden Bridge Arts Festival 2013. Her second novel TAINTED 
LOVE was published in 2016. She teaches writing for the WEA and works with other groups of young 
writers and adults. 

Anna was Writer in Residence for the Watershed Landscape project and worked on the Stanza Stones 
project with Simon Armitage, as well as with iMove on Wordstones and Words and Walking. She is 
particularly interested in the links between writing, walking and the landscape. She is a member of the 
Elmet Trust and organises the Ted Hughes Festival, The Elmet Poetry Prize and the Ted Hughes 
Young Poets Award. Anna has worked extensively with bookgroups and has run the 646 Book Club 
for ten years. She lives in Hebden Bridge with her family and her dog, Bet, and two cats. 
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ADRIAN BARNES 

NOD  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2012 
RIGHTS SOLD: CANADA (ENGLISH), 
TURKEY, BULGARIA, GREECE AND 
HUNGARY 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD excl. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE ARTHUR C. CLARKE AWARD 2013 
 

“The creepiest book of the year” - Slate 
“Outstanding” – The Guardian 

 
. 

Dawn breaks over Vancouver and no-one in the world has slept the night before, or almost no-one. 
A few people, perhaps one in ten thousand can still sleep, and they've all shared the same golden 
dream. A handful of children still sleep as well, but what they're dreaming remains a mystery. After six 
days of absolute sleep deprivation, psychosis will set in. After four weeks, the body will die. In the 
interim, panic ensues and a bizarre new world arises. 
 
ADRIAN BARNES  was born in Blackpool, England but grew up in Canada, where he taught 
English at Selkirk College, British Columbia. He passed away in 2018. 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
“The apocalypse comes in many forms, but none stranger than that of the chronic sleep deprivation 
that leads to mass psychosis in Adrian Barnes's audacious novel Nod. Paul is a misanthropic hack 
writing a non-fiction book about obscure words when the world is afflicted and the majority of 
citizens begin to hallucinate solipsistic realities that Paul, as a Sleeper and a wordsmith, can influence. 
Barnes employs this brilliant idea to explore the nature of perception, redemption, and personal and 
social catastrophe. Outstanding.” --The Guardian 
 
“Violent, frightening, textured, and dystopian are words that aptly describe the short-lived world that 
Barnes has created. Barnes’ writing is beautiful” - Quest For Sleep 
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“Barnes’s prose is full of surprising figures and flourishes” - Kenyon 
 
"I loved the premise and enjoyed both the story and Barnes’s rich prose." - Craig DiLouie  
 
“Thought provoking and utterly engrossing, NOD is a science fiction tale of horror unlike any I have 
read before.” - Count Gore 
 
“The creepiest book of the year” - Slate 
 
“I could see what the new world of Nod looked like, could easily picture the slow collapse of 
Vancouver and its people thanks to Barnes’ close attention to detail. At times I could even smell the 
death and decay it so vividly described.” - Project Fandom 
 
"Debut author Barnes has written a completely original twist on the subject of insomnia. His 
apocalyptic thriller will appeal to fans of Christopher Galt’s Biblical and other dystopian and sf 
thrillers as well as readers with an interest in mythology" - Library Journal 
 
“I have never read anything quite like this book. It’s the perfect blend of heady existentialism and 
dystopian nightmare. The grand scope of the many ideas and themes, including anti-establishment, 
anti-consumerism, and the very nature of good and evil, is balanced out by fast-paced events that 
play on a micro-level...Nod is horror born of the unflinching and uncompromising detail that 
dissects what it means to be human.” - Dread Central 
 
"Nod brings a refreshing perspective to the horror/zombie genre." - Pop Kernal 
 
"Graphically violent, but gleaming with gems of sardonic prose and clever phrases, this is a book I 
would read again just for the writing." - St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
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CLAUDIA CASPER 

THE MERCY JOURNALS 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN 
LAM brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

Winner of the Philip K. Dick Award for Distinguished Science Fiction 
 

This unsettling novel is set thirty years in the future, in the wake of a third world war. Runaway effects 
of climate change have triggered the collapse of nation/states and wiped out over a third of the global 
population. One of the survivors, a former soldier nicknamed Mercy, suffers from PTSD and is 
haunted by guilt and lingering memories of his family. His pain is eased when he meets a dancer named 
Ruby, a performer who breathes new life into his carefully constructed existence. But when his long-
lost brother Leo arrives with news that Mercy's children have been spotted, the two brothers travel 
into the wilderness to look for them, only to find that the line between truth and lies is trespassed, 
challenging Mercy's own moral code about the things that matter amid the wreckage of war and 
tragedy.  

Set against a sparse yet fantastical landscape, The Mercy Journalsexplores the parameters of personal 
morality and forgiveness at this watershed moment in humanity's history and evolution. 

CLAUDIA CASPER’S previous novels are The Reconstruction (Penguin in Canada; St. Martin's Press 
in the US) and The Continuation of Love By Other Means (Penguin Canada), shortlisted for the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize. She is writing a screenplay adaptation of The Reconstruction for a 3D feature film 
co-production. She has taught writing at Kwantlen Polytechnic University and been a long-time 
mentor for Vancouver Manuscript Intensive. Claudia lives in Vancouver, BC. 
 

Praise for The Mercy Journals 

The Mercy Journals takes its place alongside Thomas King's The Back of the Turtle and Emily St. John 
Mandel's Station Eleven in the growing tradition of Canadian literature which wonders what will bring 
on our apocalypse, and what we will do when it comes . .. Casper's novel is a powerful 
environmentalist manifesto and call to action. -Canadian Literature 
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Posing profound questions about compassion, values, and our capacity for life-saving change, 
Claudia Casper performs a remarkably incisive and sensitive variation on the dystopian theme in this 
suspenseful and provocative tale of sacrifice and survival. -Booklist 

From the opening paragraph, I dove into the deep end of a dystopian world that was terrifying, 
familiar,and thrilling, and made me keep reading until the shocking end. The novel focuses on family 
and survival and love and humans' nature; hunger, passion, possession, and murder. It's a 
masterpiece. -Jamie Lee Curtis 

A story of finding beauty and human connections in the wake of destruction. -Prism international 

The Mercy Journals explores what it means to become fully human and, specifically, the part played by 
memory in that process. -BC Bookworld 

Casper employs an unexpected cast of characters strangely befitting her post-apocalyptic landscape. -
The Rumpus 

Casper employs clear, concise prose that moves at a steady clip, and the exploration, through one 
man's account, of what it means to outlive one's purpose is tightly constructed. -Publishers Weekly 

Claudia Casper's wry lament for the world is utterly unforgettable. She creates a slow apocalypse and 
finds real human voices and aching in the collapse and rebirth of society. -Emily Schultz, author 
of The Blondes 

I admire tremendously how The Mercy Journals takes current concerns -- global warming, PTSD, anti-
immigration policies, war -- and weaves them seamlessly into a gripping and mysterious plot set in a 
future world that, like any excellent sci fi, is really about today. -John Colapinto, staff writer at The 
New Yorker 

Claudia Casper's The Mercy Journals is a book of extraordinary vision. Part Lord of the Flies, part Romeo 
Dallaire's Shake Hands with the Devil, I came out of this book deeply touched by the characters who 
moved through it, but also more alert. There's a sense of the prescient in this novel -- of where we 
could end up if we're not careful. Great books make you ask questions about what you've learned 
between their covers and The Mercy Journals does just that. Taut, literary and compelling, this is a book 
that is, on one level, about a man trying to tell his story when there are no words for it; when the 
ways in which we tell stories are changing -- though it's also about all of us: a book about humanity, 
accountability and justice, and where, in a world in peril, we might find forgiveness and hope. -
Aislinn Hunter, author of The World Before Us 

The Mercy Journals is a novel of slow revelation, focused on the careful unfolding of a character even 
as he comes apart, truths glimpsed obliquely in the wreckage where self-serving falsehoods no longer 
carry any force. -Quill and Quire 
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L I S A  F R Ü H B E I S  

BREASTIONS   

CLIENT: LISA FRÜHBEIS 
MATERIAL: FULL GERMAN MS. (128 PP) 205 x 
205mm, ENGLISH AND FRENCH SAMPLES 
PUB DATE (GERMANY): MAY 2020 
PUBLISHER: CARLSEN 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. GERMAN  
 

Did you know that six out of  seven characters in Super Mario Kart are male? And Princess Peach is 
a totally lame driver and giggles annoyingly all the time! Did you realize that female exhibitionism 
doesn't exist before the law? That’s because it's too pretty to be a crime, ha ha! Have you noticed that 
the big winners of  women’s lib are gender marketing and pink tax? Or that a majority of  the 
colloquial terms for the male genital derive from crude murder weapons?    

Sharp-witted, opinionated, and with a lot of  humor, Lisa Frühbeis makes observations about prevailing 
gender roles in her feminist comic columns, drawing surprising conclusions and providing acerbic food 
for thought. 

LISA FRÜHBEIS, born in 1987 and a master's graduate of Augsburg University, is one of the most 
prominent protagonists of the young German comics scene. Her column "My 100 days of strangelife" 
reached a large readership on the Internet and in the Berlin Tagesspiegel. Under the title 
"Busengewunder," the collection of columns was published in book form by Carlsen and in the same 
year was awarded the Max und Moritz Award for the best German comic strip. Also in 2020, Lisa 
Frühbeis received the Bavarian Arts Promotion Prize for Literature. Lisa Frühbeis currently teaches at 
Macromedia Munich. She also works as a graphic recorder and creative coach. Her work has been 
presented in numerous exhibitions such as the Literaturhaus Munich (DE), the Brooklyn Art Library 
in New York (USA) and the Vasseau Moebius in Angoulême (FR). She lives in Augsburg and is at 
home on the web at www.lisafruehbeis.de. 

PRAISE 

"In 30 episodes, Frühbeis skillfully combines autobiographical elements with historical explanations. 
True to the feminist slogan that the private is political, she delivers her own experience as a woman, 
and makes it profound and relevant by underscoring it with scientific studies."- Rilana Kubassa, 
Der Tagesspiegel 

"Empathetic, funny and thought-provoking."- Sabine Buchwald, Süddeutsche Zeitung 

"A very entertaining and enlightening read for everyone". - Thomas Böhm, Radio Eins 
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"It is a relief to open "Breastions". The men are not strong, the women are not naked. Everyone is 
just there, dressed. Breastions is an excellent comic book to help us stay tuned into these questions."- 
Sarah Mahlberg, Deutschlandfunk Kultur 

"The artist draws from her everyday life all sorts of opportunities to marvel, to get annoyed or to 
snicker - whether it's about how to draw breasts, toxic masculinity or whether women really need a 
pink hammer." - Judith Heitkamp, Bayerischer Rundfunk 

"Lisa Frühbeis clearly shows how we all - including women - are influenced by patriarchal thought 
patterns."- Andrea Heinze, rbbKultur 

"Frühbeis always adapts her style to her message and delivers a spot on drawing. It is surprising that 
her comics, despite the immense injustice they tell, never lose their lightness." - Münchner Merkur  

"The comics are so funny and at the same time so clever that even feminists who know the subject 
well will find it fresh and amusing. But they are particularly well suited to sensitize the youngest and 
least initiated to feminist discourse." Isabella Caldart, Missy Magazine  

"The witty and informative columns by Lisa Frühbeis are a delight, a real delight." - Comickunst.de 
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MATHILDE RAMADIER & CAMILLE 
ULRICH  
A PUBLIC BODY 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): FEBRUARY 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (160 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD: PORTUGUESE (BRAZIL) 
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 
 
Morgan's body is constantly a public matter. At twelve, the gynecologist wants to put her on the pill. 
At twenty, her parents would rather see her as a babysitter than as an usherette. Her drama teacher 
thinks that actresses are "hysterical", her sex friend confuses sex with narcissism... Then Pierre enters 
her life. The couple wants a child.  
A graphic novel that finally brings to light all the ways in which women find themselves, at different 
times in their lives, dispossessed of their bodies. 
 
MATHILDE RAMADIER lives between Berlin and Arles. She is an author of essays and comics 
and a translator. She studied applied arts, philosophy and psychoanalysis. 
 
CAMILLE ULRICH is a graduate of the Arts Décoratifs de Paris. She draws on the spot for live 
performances and associative projects, she is also a graphic facilitator. Corps public is her first graphic 
novel. 
 

PRAISE 
 
"Avoiding the pitfall of overdoing it while still being plenty militant, the authors are spot on in 
reminding us of the ambivalences present in each of us." ELLE 
 
"The drawings are precise and modern; the words are striking from one bubble to the next. The result 
will have you reflecting once you’re done reading".  Vanity Fair 
 
"An important album to finally bring to light all the ways in which women find themselves, at different 
times in their lives, dispossessed of their bodies." Cheek 
 
"An agitated but accurate picture of what it means to grow up free (...). A thoughtful reflection on 
notions of belonging [between tradition and reliance on myths and representations] and emancipation 
[the boundary between the public and the private realm]." DBD 
 
"A beautiful feminist comic to reflect on the public appropriation of women's bodies, to be read at 
any age!" Toute la Culture  
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"Far from being a collection of pessimistic or depressing ideas, A Public Body is a lucid and enlightened 
picture of a young woman's life in the 21st century" Maze 
 
"A symbiotic duo fighting against sexism." Neon 
 
"A portrait of a contemporary woman, and, through it, a list of battles yet to be fought. As for Camille 
Ulrich's modern and free drawings, they value the body positive, healthily exploding the norms related 
to female bodies." CanalBD 
 
"The co-authors subtly press where it hurts (...) Behind the small violence of everyday life, they also 
show us rare images of childbirth and postpartum. About time." Urbania 
 
"A beautiful comic book, to put in all hands and especially those of young and very young women." 
Psychologies Magazine 
 
"Seizing with intelligence and poetry the subject of women's bodies, this comic shows us the extent of 
the ambivalence of these discourses and diktats, but also the impact they have on our lives, our 
sexualities, our sexual and mental health. Through Morgan's journey - from her desire for 
independence and career, to her desire for pregnancy - the authors tell of this difficult quest for 
freedom to be oneself, and of this ambivalent desire to be a mother (...or, indeed, not). A graphic novel 
that is a favorite, carried by the author Mathilde Ramadier's pen and Camille Ulrich's genius pencil 
stroke!"  Tapages, the reading list of My Little Paris  
 
"A Public Body is a very beautiful work, illustrating (…) the way in which the intimacy of women’s lives 
is a public topic for society. (...) Huge congratulations for this book, which without modesty or artifice, 
tackles what is, but should not be anymore, the daily life of many women." A voir à lire 
 
"A Public Body is an album that puts the reader in front of those fights that still mark the daily life of 
many women and that should not need to be fought anymore. The reader can’t help becoming as 
infuriated as Morgan facing this raw truth, depicted in striking drawings and not shying away from 
subjects still all too taboo in this day and age. For nothing is left out, not even childbirth or the 
convalescent body in post partum." Actualitté  
 
"How to reconcile desire, personal and professional while saving face and not betraying one's 
convictions? This is the question that this militant but never heavy-handed album tries to answer, 
offering a unrelenting and very relevant reflection on the notions of belonging, subordination and 
liberation.” Baz'art 
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BRIGITTE VITAL-DURAND AND 
CONSTANCE LAGRANGE  
THE MISUNDERSTOOD 
INNOCENT 
PATRICK DILS, THE STORY OF A JUDICIAL 
ERROR 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): FEBRUARY 2022 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (184 PP) 
COMING SOON 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  

 
To look back at the Dils case, an innocent man sentenced to life in prison for a double murder, then 
acquitted thirteen years later, is an opportunity to shed light on the dysfunctions of the French judicial 
system. A system that seeks more to get a suspect to confess than to convict a guilty person. 
The soft atmosphere and dreamy colors of Constance Lagrange’s drawings contrast with the violence 
of the facts that are revealed. Following the investigation step by step with journalist Brigitte Vital-
Durand, from Patrick Dils' conviction to his acquittal, the reader is carried away by the implacable 
judicial mechanism, capable of the worst as well as the best. 
 
BRIGITTE VITAL-DURAND was a journalist for Libération for many years and followed this case 
closely. She teaches judicial investigation to young journalists. 
 
CONSTANCE LAGRANGE signs here her first graphic novel. A graduate of the Emile Cohl 
school, she also teaches art in secondary schools in Paris. 
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ALIZÉE DE PIN & JEAN-FRANÇOIS JULLIARD  
#MAJORINCIDENT 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): SEPTEMBER 2021 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (136 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
A wet day in March. The Vouglans dam in the Jura is threatened by heavy rain. And what if, as many 
experts have feared for a long time, the dam broke and a wave swept over the nearby power plant? 
Laurine, an environmental engineer, is at the forefront of the looming catastrophe. We follow her in a 
terrifying progression towards the inevitable major accident. 
 
ALIZÉE DE PIN is an independent illustrator. Passionate about environmental and social issues, 
she loves to lend her pen to activist projects. 
 
JEAN-FRANÇOIS JULLIARD is general director of Greenpeace France since 2012. He was 
Secretary General of Reporters Without Borders from 2008 to 2012. Before #AccidentMajeur, he 
published Les Veilleurs du ciel (2015, éditions Don Quichotte) and On ne joue plus (2019, éditions Don 
Quichotte/Seuil). 
 

PRAISE 
 
"A strong message subtly delivered, for all those who "have forgotten that the real world does not stop 
at the limits of the imagination."" dBD  
 
" Jean-François Julliard gives us a front row seat to one of those accidents with domino effect in this 
story of disaster-fiction, which endeavors to make us think about the energy policy that has been in 
place for three quarters of a century... [...] It will send shivers down your spine so its purpose is 
achieved!" Planète BD, Benoit. 
 
"A fiction with a chilling realism.” Dernières Nouvelles d'Alsace, Serge Hartmann 
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RAPHAËLLE MACARON & NOËL MAMÈRE  
THE TERRESTRIANS 
 
CLIENT: ÉDITIONS DU FAUBOURG 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): SEPTEMBER 2020 
MATERIAL: FULL FRENCH MANUSCRIPT (144 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
RIGHTS HANDLED: WORLD  
 

 
For Raphaelle Macaron, the collapse is either science fiction or what her parents told her about the 
war in Lebanon, her native country. 
 
For Noël Mamère, the collapse is the birds that no longer sing and the petrol that we will soon have 
to do without. 
 
For readers of Pablo Servigne and other advocates of collapsology, these are serious theories that 
encourage us to change our lives now, before it's too late. 
 
Together, the most famous moustachioed man in the green galaxy and the young artist take to the road 
to meet the scouts of the next world. Settled in oases, they have made the fight for the planet a way of 
life. 
 
Raphaelle is skeptical about these supporters of the “back to nature” movement that Noël knows well: 
"Am I going to witness the end of the world?" "The end of a world", answers Mamère who, throughout 
his life, has militated for a humanist ecology. 
 
The clear lines and pop colors of the drawings transport the reader into a universe which seems 
imaginary and still very real. From Langouët in Brittany to the occupied zone of Notre-Dame-des-
Landes, Béarn, the authors take us on an invigorating and militant stroll. 
 
RAPHAELLE MACARON is a Lebanese illustrator living in Paris. She has been participating for 
years in the Samandal collective, which won the Fauve de la BD alternative in Angoulême in 2019. She 
collaborates with world-renowned institutions such as the New York Times or Amnesty International. 
Les Terrestres is her first book. 
 
NOËL MAMÈRE, a former journalist with French TV, is best known as a politician (deputy-mayor 
of Bègles until 2017 and ecologist candidate with the highest score in the presidential election in 2002). 
 
Now retired, he continues to be a respected voice among environmentalists. 
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PRAISE 
 
"An instructive and delightful dialogue between two generations, two experiences." Les Inrocks  
 
"A human, lively, vibrant narrative." L'Orient littéraire 
 
"Funny, unexpected, a little crazy, this first graphic nonfiction book surprises by its freedom of tone 
and reveals an artist with a sharp eye and a piquant humor. In this “road movie”, the intergenerational 
gap and mutual affection are palpable and the portrait of her relationship with Noël Mamère is 
delightful.” Telerama  
 
"A story told with humor, irony, and a light touch. Riveting.”. La Croix 
 
"A delightful tragicomic trip through France, with those who are preparing to change the world, and 
at the same time an inner journey." Green 
 
"The quirky tone, Macaron's brightly colored drawings and Mamère's serene optimism make this a 
joyful and invigorating ride!" (...) A strong and powerful album." CanalBD 
 
"A rare thing in this kind of "educational" story: the drawing is beautiful, inventive, mischievous. A 
success." L'Obs 
 
"Bright colors for a serious subject, this comic is very accomplished. Tewfik Hakem, France Culture 
 
"A deeply human and generous story. Well done! Le magazine de l'écologie 
 
"A portrait as respectful as it is fascinating of those who build "another world". To be read by just 
about everybody! " madmoizelle 
 
"A singular comic book that examines the state of affairs of ecology in France, between the collapse 
of a world and hope for a better tomorrow". Basta Mag   
 
"Raphaelle Macaron brings her detached look, her caustic humor, and above all a stunning 
dramatization and visuals. Her fluid and clear stroke, her bright colors and her talent to play with fonts 
offer a dynamic reading experience which never falters, and often is very funny. Bodoi 
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P A U L  A U S T E R  ( T E X T ) ,  A S T R I D  B E L V E Z E T   
( I L L U S T R A T I O N S )   

TRAVELS IN THE 
SCRIPTORIUM   

CLIENT: ASTRID BELVEZET 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (96 PP) 23.3 x 31.2  
PUB DATE (FRANCE): FEBRUARY 2020 
PUBLISHER: L’AUTRE REGARD 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH (EUROPE) 
 
An old man awakens, disoriented, in an unfamiliar chamber. With no memory of who he is or how he 
has arrived there, he pores over the relics on the desk, examining the circumstances of his confinement 
and searching his own hazy mind for clues. 
Determining that he is locked in, the man--identified only as Mr. Blank--begins reading a manuscript 
he finds on the desk, the story of another prisoner, set in an alternate world the man doesn't recognize. 
Nevertheless, the pages seem to have been left for him, along with a haunting set of photographs. As 
the day passes, various characters call on the man in his cell--vaguely familiar people, some who seem 
to resent him for crimes he can't remember--and each brings frustrating hints of his identity and his 
past. All the while an overhead camera clicks and clicks, recording his movements, and a microphone 
records every sound in the room. Someone is watching. 

PAUL AUSTER (born 1947) is an American writer and film director whose books have been 
translated into more than forty languages. 

ASTRID BELVEZET is a French painter, illustrator and graphic arts teacher. She studied graphic 
design and illustration at Ecole des Beaux Arts in Angouleme, and graphic arts at Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Le Havre. As an artist, she places the individual and the multiplicity of narrative expressions at 
the center of her research. This is what led her to illustrate first Paul Auster's poetry, then, having 
received his support and assent, his novella Travels in the Scriptorium. She has also published La spirale 
du temps and Les 5 pies with Éditions Contours Graphiques. 
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S .  BEAR BERGMAN (TEXT) ,  SAUL 
FRIEDMAN LAWSON ( ILLUSTRATIONS)   

SPECIAL TOPICS IN 
BEING A HUMAN 
A  Q U E E R  A N D  T E N D E R  G U I D E  A  Q U E E R  
A N D  T E N D E R  G U I D E  T O  T H I N G S  I ' V E  
L E A R N E D  T H E  H A R D  W A Y  A B O U T  C A R I N G  
F O R  P E O P L E ,  I N C L U D I N G  M Y S E L F  

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (280 PP) COMING SOON 
PUB DATE (Canada): OCTOBER 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

 
S. Bear Bergman's illustrated guide to practical advice for the modern age, filtered through a 
queer lens.  

As an author, educator, and public speaker, S. Bear Bergman has documented his experience as, among 
other things, a trans parent, with wit and aplomb. He also writes the advice column "Asking Bear," in 
which he answers crucial questions about how best to make our collective way through the world.  

Featuring disarming illustrations by Saul Freedman-Lawson, Special Topics in Being a Human elaborates 
on "Asking Bear"'s premise: a gentle, witty, and insightful book of practical advice for the modern age. 
It offers Dad advice and Jewish bubbe wisdom, all filtered through a queer lens, to help you navigate 
some of the complexities of life - from how to make big decisions or make a good apology, to how to 
get someone's new name and pronouns right as quickly as possible, to how to gracefully navigate a 
breakup. With warmth and candor, Special Topics in Being a Human calls out social inequities and 
injustices in traditional advice-giving, validates your feelings, asks a lot of questions, and tries to help 
you be your best possible self with kindness, compassion, and humour. 

S. BEAR BERGMAN is a writer, storyteller, activist, and the founder and publisher of the book press 
Flamingo Rampant, which makes feminist, culturally diverse children's picture books about 
LGBT2Q+ kids and families. He writes creative non-fiction for grown-ups, fiction for children, 
resolutely factual features for various publications, and the advice column "Asking Bear." His books 
include The Nearest Exit May Be Behind Us and Blood, Marriage, Wine & Glitter, and he was the co-editor 
along with Kate Bornstein of Gender Outlaws: The Next Generation. 
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SAUL FREEDMAN-LAWSON is an illustrator, student, zine-maker, babysitter, and educator. He 
makes art about queerness, transness, Judaism, and childhood. His comic Naturally is forthcoming 
from Old Growth Press. He likes to draw excitingly gendered people with big noses. Special Topics in 
Being a Human is his first full-length book. 
 

PRAISE  

For many years the insight, compassion, and humor of S. Bear Bergman's writing has been an ever-
tender roadmap to my own becoming. I find it truly impossible to read anything he writes and not feel 
my own heart double in size, and Special Topics in Being Human is an especially transformative gift to our 
precious lives. Bergman's pages on "how to love" shook me like very few pieces of writing ever have. 
From beginning to end this book is a wildly thoughtful and beautifully honest guide to honoring 
ourselves, each other, and our world. -Andrea Gibson, author of Lord of the Butterflies 

Special Topics in Being a Human is one of those rare books that is, indeed, essential reading for all humans. 
We all mess up. We all feel overwhelmed sometimes. We're all trying to do better at caring for ourselves 
and those around us with compassion, boundaries, justice, allyship and grace. S. Bear Bergman offers 
his trademark tender, thoughtful wisdom in such accessible, bite-sized, pieces that you can literally take 
them with you. He's the queer older sibling, mentor and bubbe you've always needed; get a copy for 
yourself and a copy for every other human in your life who's also out there trying to do their best. -
Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg, author of Surprised By Godand Nurture the Wow 

Sweet, soulful, and deeply humane. Bear at his best. -Alison Bechdel, author of Fun Home 

S. Bear Bergman is the fantastic gay uncle you always wished you had, ready and able to help steer you 
- with gentle pragmatism and good humor - toward being a better, kinder, more compassionate and 
thoughtful human being. Heaven knows we could all use it. -Hanne Blank, author of Straight: The 
Surprisingly Short History of Heterosexuality 

S. Bear Bergman and Saul Freedman-Lawson offer us a gentle guide to belonging. They challenge us 
to navigate our relationship to ourselves, our community at large, and the home we create with our 
friends and loved ones. -Archie Bongiovanni, author of A Quick & Easy Guide to They/Them Pronouns 

I've been receiving nothing but good life advice from S. Bear Bergman for just about thirty years now. 
With this book on your shelf, so can you. At every crossroad in your life, you'll have loving guidance 
from a smart, kind big brother, a fun and funny uncle, and a best-ever daddy. -Kate Bornstein, author 
of Gender Outlaw 

This book allows the reader to spend quality time with the internet's wise, friendly uncle-dad, who is 
here to teach you how to avoid making the same mistakes he did and how to be gentle with yourself 
when you inevitably make some new ones of your own. The charming illustrations by Saul Freedman-
Lawson expand upon the text in charming and often hilarious ways, and Bergman's advice manages to 
be truthful and direct without ever feeling didactic, as he delivers even the toughest love with maximum 
compassion and maximum love for humans, in all our frailty and weirdness. -Jennifer Peepas, writer 
of CaptainAwkward. com 
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KIMIKO TOBIMATSU (TEXT) AND KEET 
GENIZA (ILLUSTRATIONS) 
KIMIKO DOES CANCER 
A GRAPHIC MEMOIR 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (96 PP, TWO-COLOUR 
THROUGHOUT) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 A moving and honest graphic memoir about the unexpected cancer journey of a young, queer, 
mixed-race woman.  

At the age of twenty-five, Kimiko Tobimatsu was a young, queer, mixed-race woman with no history 
of health problems whose world was turned upside down when she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
In an instant, she became immersed in a new and complicated life of endless appointments, 
evaluations, and treatments, and difficult conversations with her partner and parents. Kimiko knew 
that this wasn't what being twenty-five was supposed to be like . .. but then, she didn't have a choice.  

With tender illustrations by Keet Geniza, Kimiko Does Cancer is a graphic memoir that upends the 
traditional cancer narrative from a young woman's perspective, confronting issues such as dating while 
in menopause, navigating work and treatment, and talking to well-meaning friends, health care 
professionals, and other cancer survivors with viewpoints different from her own. Not one for pink 
ribbons or runs for the cure, Kimiko seeks connection within the cancer community while also 
critiquing the mainstream cancer experience.  

Honest and poignant, Kimiko Does Cancer is about finding one's own way out of a health crisis.  

KIMIKO TOBIMATSU is an employment and human rights lawyer by day. Kimiko Does Cancer, 
based on her own experience, is her first book. 
 
KEET GENIZA is a Filipinx-Canadian illustrator and comic artist. Born and raised in Manila, she 
moved to Toronto in 2006 and has since immersed herself in zines and comics as a way to document 
her struggles as a queer immigrant woman of colour. Kimiko Does Cancer is her first book. 
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Praise for KIMIKO DOES CANCER 
 

Beautifully drawn and candidly told, Kimiko Does Cancer asks important questions about how to move 
forward when you've seemingly beaten cancer, yet it continues to affect every part of your life - from 
your body and self-image to your relationships and sense of purpose. Kimiko leads us, with openness 
and vulnerability, on a cancer journey focused less on survival and more on how best to live while 
staying true to herself. -Teresa Wong, author of Dear Scarlet 

This is an important and insightful cancer memoir that does not try to laugh off the suffering and 
anguish that a cancer diagnosis brings. Aided by Keet Geniza's compelling illustrations, Kimiko brings 
an original queer perspective to the genre, dealing with issues of masculinity, body image, reproduction, 
identity and self-worth, raising questions that this reader had not previously considered. Excellent! -
Ian Williams, author of The Bad Doctor 

With honesty, humility, and humour, Kimiko Does Cancer challenges cliches and what we think we know 
about being diagnosed with and treated for cancer. A triumph! -MK Czerwiec, author of Taking Turns: 
Stories from HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371 
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SYAN ROSE 

OUR WORK IS 
EVERYWHERE   

A N  I L L U S T R A T E D  O R A L  H I S T O R Y  O F  
Q U E E R  A N D  T R A N S  R E S I S T A N C E   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (72 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
A visually stunning graphic non-fiction book on queer and trans resistance.  
Over the past ten years, we have witnessed the rise of queer and trans communities that have defied 
and challenged those who have historically opposed them. Through bold, symbolic imagery and 
surrealist, overlapping landscapes, queer illustrator and curator Syan Rose shines a light on the faces 
and voices of these diverse, amorphous, messy, real, and imagined queer and trans communities.  
In their own words, queer and trans organizers, artists, healers, comrades, and leaders speak honestly 
and authentically about their own experiences with power, love, pain, and magic to create a textured 
and nuanced portrait of queer and trans realities in America. The many themes include Black femme 
mental health, Pacific Islander authorship, fat queer performance art, disability and health care practice, 
sex worker activism, and much more. Accompanying the narratives are Rose's startling and sinuous 
images that brings these leaders' words to visual life.  
Our Work Is Everywhere is a graphic non-fiction book that underscores the brilliance and passion of 
queer and trans resistance.  
Includes a foreword by Lambda Literary Award-winning author and activist Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-
Samarasinha, author of Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice.  
 
SYAN ROSE is an illustrator and comic artist whose work plays with both surrealist and 
representational imagery to approach topics of personal history, politics, accountability, and healing. 
Sheâ??s been published in Bitch, Slate, Gay Magazine, Truthout, and Autostraddle, and has self-produced 
many comics and zines. 
 
LEAH LAKSHMI PIEPZNA-SAMARASINHA is a queer disabled femme writer and performer 
of Burgher/Tamil Sri Lankan and Irish/Roma ascent. Her most recent titles are the nonfiction 
book Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice (2018) and the poetry book Tonguebreaker (2019). Her 
memoir Dirty River was a finalist for a Lambda Literary Award and a Publishing Triangle Award (Judy 
Grahn Award for Lesbian Nonfiction). She is also author of the poetry books Bodymap and Love 
Cake (Lambda Literary Award winner) and Consensual Genocide, and co-editor of The Revolution Starts At 
Home: Confronting Intimate Violence in Activist Communities. She is the co-founder of Mangos With Chili, 
North America's touring queer and trans people of colour cabaret, and is a lead artist with the disability 
justice incubator Sins Invalid.  
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K E V I N  J A C K S O N  ( t e x t )  
J O  D A L T O N  ( i l l u s t r a t i o n s )  

GRETA AND THE 
LABRADOR  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (104 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 

 
  

Greta Garbo, the immortal goddess of the silver screen, said that she wanted to be alone. What if she 
had been granted that wish? What if she had travelled further and further away from humanity, until 
she arrived at the North Pole? And what if she met a faithful dog along the way – a black Labrador 
called Pikus, who loved her with all his noble doggy heart?  

Greta and the Labrador is a narrative fantasy poem in rhyming couplets that imagines all these things and 
more: a tribute to a legendary beauty, an adventure story, and a kind of love story - one that will appeal 
to anyone who likes Garbo, and dogs, and curious stories with a happy ending.  

 

KEVIN JACKSON is an English writer, broadcaster and film- maker. His books include Constellation 
of Genius, Carnal and the best-selling Kindle Single, Mayflower: The Voyage from Hell. He won Cambridge 
University’s Seatonian Prize for poetry, and has published a translation of Crimean Sonnets, by the great 
Polish poet Adam Mickiewicz.  

JO DALTON is an experimental Artist and Motion Designer. Her design studio Room Fifty Nine is 
based in Bristol and she works in media ranging from Intaglio Printmaking, Painting and Illustration, 
through to Graphic Design, Motion Graphics and Animation.  

"A beautifully told-and-illustrated story of existential ennui and doggy devotion." 
Nicholas Lezard  

“Kevin Jackson offers us a delightful entertainment in couplets in eight fitts, together with splendid 
black and white illustrations by Jo Dalton. A gift for lovers of dogs and the silver screen."  George 
Szirtes  
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R A Y  F E L I X  a n d  T O M  S C I A C C A  

BRONX HEROES IN 
TRUMPLAND   
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (72 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
The Bronx Heroes take on their biggest foe of all, President Donald Trump, in this hilarious 
and boldly subversive comic book.  
Astron Star Soldier is an astronaut/alien warrior who first appeared in Tom Sciacca's Astral Comics 
#1 in 1977. Black Power is an African American superhero, war veteran, and former boxer who first 
appeared in Ray Felix's comic A World Without Superheroes in 1993. As the Bronx Heroes dedicated to 
fighting criminals and eradicating injustice, they join forces to confront their greatest foe ever - an evil 
supervillain named Donald Trump.  
Trump is a toupee-wearing scoundrel plotting to use mind control to vanquish America after first 
conquering the five boroughs of New York. With his help of the evil prince Putin and his MAGA hat-
wearing goon named Gorka, Trump is determined to build walls, create divisiveness, and destroy the 
media. Astron Star Soldier and Black Power resolve to defeat Trump and restore order but are 
hypnotized into helplessness by Trump's scheming FLOTUS. Can the Bronx Heroes succeed where 
Mueller, Hilary Clinton, and the US congress failed, and save the nation from itself? 
Outlandish and recklessly funny, Bronx Heroes in Trumpland is a comic book that will make you believe 
in America again. 
 
RAY FELIX is a Bronx native born in 1973. His comics include Bronx Heroes 1.0: Runaway Slave, Bronx 
Heroes 2.0: The Greatest Hero Black Power, Heavy Traffic, Enter: The Roach and A World Without Superheroes. 
Felix is also the founder of the community-based organization Bronx Heroes Comic Con and co-
founder of Women in Comics Con, both of which promote literacy and education through the practice 
of reading and creating comics. He has been the recipient of numerous awards and grants including 
from New York State Council on the Arts in 2011 -2016, the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
Bloomberg Philanthropies; he was also awarded a Citation of Merit from the Borough of The Bronx 
for his community based work and teaching at-risk LGBTQ youth. 

TOM SCIACCA is a Bronx-born artist/writer/journalist/filmmaker. In high school, he met future 
Marvel superstar George Perez, and the two bonded over their mutual love of comics. The duo started 
working on various fanzines in the 1970s, finally breaking into Marvel Comics in 1974, where Tom 
worked as assistant to Stan Lee. He was later assistant to Vince Colletta, art director at DC Comics, 
where he worked on projects such as the 1978 film Superman and the comic book Superman vs 
Muhammad Ali. Sciacca was also one of the first indie comic publishers, of Astral Comics in the 1970s 
and early 1980s; he recently revived Astral Comics with Ray Felix as art director.  
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  NESS  LEE 
( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

DEATH THREAT   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (60 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
ON THE SHORTLIST OF THE 2020 LAMBDA LITERARY 
AWARDS! 
 
In the fall of 2017, the acclaimed writer and musician Vivek Shraya began receiving vivid and disturbing 
transphobic hate mail from a stranger. Celebrated artist Ness Lee brings these letters and Shraya's 
responses to them to startling life in Death Threat, a comic book that, by its existence, becomes a 
compelling act of resistance. Using satire and surrealism, Death Threat is an unflinching portrayal of 
violent harassment from the perspective of both the perpetrator and the target, illustrating the dangers 
of online accessibility, and the ease with which vitriolic hatred can be spread digitally. 
 
VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 

NESS LEE is an illustrator/artist based in Toronto. Her illustrations have been chosen for award 
publications such as American Illustration 35 and the Society of Illustrators 57 and she has exhibited her 
works at galleries in Toronto, New York, Boston and Tokyo. She graduated from the Ontario College 
of Art and Design with a Bachelors of Design degree in Illustration. She has continued to explore her 
practice using a wide range of mediums such as ceramics, drawing, painting, and mixed media 
sculpture. 

PRAISE FOR DEATH THREAT 

An unexpected and ebullient pairing of two rising stars in Canadian writing and illustration, 
approaching a fraught subject with an unconventional and surprising look at the perspectives of both 
perpetrator and victim. -Quill and Quire 
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That Vivek shares her life so openly is an inspiration to many but is not without costs. I'm so grateful 
for her voice. It feels like a natural fit for comics. -Jillian Tamaki, co-creator of Skim and This One 
Summer 

Death Threat is fearless and ambitious. I have no idea where Vivek will go next but we should all be 
very excited to follow her there. -Michael DeForge, author of Ant Colony and Big Kids 

Death Threat perfectly expresses the feeling of being exposed to the hurtful and threatening 
presumptions of strangers. Vivek Shraya and Ness Lee transform a hideous and constrictive mindset 
into beauty and love. -Lisa Hanawalt, production designer/producer, BoJack Horseman; author of Coyote 
Doggirl 

In transcending hate and ignorance with strength and vulnerability, Shraya - with the assistance of Lee 
[and colorists] Phan and Tang - deliver a message of hope and courage to all trans women. -Gay League 

Documenting the hate mail that Shraya gets, she uses satire, surrealism, and the illustrations of Ness 
Lee to bring online dangers to life and provide life-saving visibility to the dangers trans people face 
everyday. -Out 
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TERESA WONG 
DEAR SCARLET 
THE STORY OF MY POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (128 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: KOREAN (BOOKMENTOR 
PUBLISHING), FRENCH (DUNOD) 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 
 
In this intimate and moving graphic memoir, Teresa Wong writes and illustrates the story of her 
struggle with postpartum depression in the form of a letter to her daughter Scarlet. Equal parts 
heartbreaking and funny, Dear Scarlet perfectly captures the quiet desperation of those suffering from 
PPD and the profound feelings of inadequacy and loss. As Teresa grapples with her fears and 
anxieties and grasps at potential remedies, coping mechanisms, and her mother's Chinese elixirs, we 
come to understand one woman's battle against the cruel dynamics of postpartum depression.  

Dear Scarlet is a poignant and deeply personal journey through the complexities of new motherhood, 
offering hope to those affected by PPD, as well as reassurance that they are not alone. 

TERESA WONG is a Calgary writer who had three children in less than five years. At first, she 
feared motherhood would destroy her, but is pleasantly surprised to find herself continually remade. 
When the kids are asleep, she writes and draws pictures. When she is asleep, it's never for long. Dear 
Scarlet is her first book. 
 

Praise for DEAR SCARLET 
 
The images …  exude a vulnerability that rhymes with Wong’s growing awareness of her depression 
after Scarlet is born … Her thin, quavering line art telegraphs the main ideas with speed and force. 
And Wong is a clever writer, injecting humor into her often grave account with a series of interspersed 
diagrams such as “My Postpartum Body,” “A Diagram of Mom Guilt,” “My Depressed Mind” and 
“Chinese Postpartum Food,” which all have the subtitle “not for the faint of heart.” 
The New York Times 

Teresa Wong's spare, lovely exploration of postpartum depression is compassionate and direct in all 
the right ways and, most importantly, locates the thread of joy that runs through a life -- even if, in 
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our most despairing hours or days or weeks, it seems as though it's been lost to us forever. -Emily 
Flake, author of Mama Tried 

This book is so important -- it's like a friend reaching through the darkness and telling your own 
story back to you. It's universal and heartbreaking and so, so reassuring. Moms are so strong. -Lucy 
Knisley, author of Kid Gloves 

I love this book! It's full of pain, despair, beauty and joy -- communicated masterfully in simple, 
elegant comics. Teresa Wong moves easily from pages full of frank details about physical and 
emotional suffering to heartbreakingly silent depictions of the isolation and blankness of depression. 
Through it all, she maintains a self-awareness and sense of humour that keep us reading. Dear 
Scarlet offers validation and comfort, not to mention some laughs of recognition, for anyone who has 
suffered pain and kept 'fumbling through the sadness.' -Sarah Leavitt, author of Tangles: A Story about 
Alzheimer's, My Mother and Me 

In a society where women's stories of childbirth and early motherhood are expected to be either fairy 
tales or else not told at all, Dear Scarlet is an act of bravery. I am so grateful that Teresa Wong has 
chosen to share this sensitive, charming and honest work with us. -Sarah Glidden, author of Rolling 
Blackouts 

Full to bursting with sadness, insight and hope. -Tom Hart, author of Rosalie Lightning 
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  RAYMOND 
BIESINGER ( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

SHE OF THE 
MOUNTAINS  

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (152 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): SEPTEMBER 2014 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

A "Globe 100" Best Book of the Year (The Globe and Mail) 
Lambda Literary Award finalist 

 
In the beginning, there is no he. There is no she.  

Two cells make up one cell. This is the mathematics behind creation. One plus one makes one. Life 
begets life. We are the period to a sentence, the effect to a cause, always belonging to someone. We 
are never our own.  

This is why we are so lonely.  

She of the Mountains is a beautifully rendered illustrated novel by Vivek Shraya, the author of the Lambda 
Literary Award finalist God Loves Hair. Shraya weaves a passionate, contemporary love story between 
a man and his body, with a re-imagining of Hindu mythology. Both narratives explore the complexities 
of embodiment and the damaging effects that policing gender and sexuality can have on the human 
heart.  

 
 
VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 

RAYMOND BIESINGER’S work has appeared in such publications as The New Yorker and the New 
York Times.  
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PRAISE FOR SHE OF THE MOUNTAINS 

She of the Mountains is a treatise to epic love. Shraya's prose is deft and lyrical, and shape-shifts like his 
characters' bodies and desires - both otherworldly and human. This is a book that is full of heart, and 
mine sank and lifted with each turn of the page. -Farzana Doctor, author of Six Metres of 
Pavement and Stealing Nasreen 

Vivek Shraya's intimate novel weaves together a contemporary love story with Hindu mythology, 
incorporating strikingly bold illustrations from Raymond Biesinger. This is a book for readers who 
want to be taken on an artistic ride. -The Advocate 

A cathartic tale simply told. -The Globe and Mail ("The Globe 100") 

Given the intersection of Vivek Shraya's writing and his music up till now, it should come as no surprise 
that his newest book is an equally compelling fusion of stories, voices, and textures. She of the 
Mountains is a touching and transporting prose-poem that has a music all its own. -Rakesh Satyal, author 
of Blue Boy 

She of the Mountains weaves together a young man's journey with Hindu mythology, creating a 
sophisticated and whimsical tale -- a poignant capturing of the search for wholeness, whether on a 
human or superhuman level. -Shyam Selvadurai, author of The Hungry Ghosts 

The Hindu gods, with their constantly shifting personas and manifestations, add a clever and 
thoughtful layer to the novel and highlight the intricacies and power of a love that eclipses gender, 
time, and conventions. Strikingly illustrated by Raymond Biesinger, this is a lyrical ode to love in all its 
many forms. -Publishers Weekly 

She of the Mountains is a forthright, honest, damned sexy book written, gleefully and counter-intuitively, 
in a lyrical, epic, transcendent style. It is not your typical debut novel, but rather one ripped apart at 
the spine and then reconfigured via alchemy, Tantric mysticism, the open verse of social media, and 
pure, raw talent. Sensual, smart (and smart-assed), She of the Mountains is the beginning of something 
big, bold, and - hold your purse! - glamorous. -R. M. Vaughan, author of Compared To Hitler 

Vivek's latest - and most beautiful - work is a truly remarkable, mesmerizing journey. I feel like I've 
uncovered a whole other side to him. One of the brightest new writing talents to come out of Canada.  
-Tegan Quin, of Tegan and Sara 

Vivek Shraya seamlessly blends a lyrical interpretation of Hindu mythology with a contemporary 
coming-of-age tale . .. Studded with abstract illustrations by Raymond Biesinger, Shraya's book is 
accessible, yet complex. There is the sense that what he achieves with She of the Mountains is so new, we 
don't have the proper language to articulate its success. The ultimate hope is that this work will pave 
the way for more of its ilk, and provide this country and culture with a robust look at identity and its 
inherent fluidity. -Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW) 


